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MAJORITY   REFORT. 


Washington,  February  28,  1861. 

To  His  Excellency,  Bcriah  Magoffin,  Governor  of  Kentucky: 

Tlie  undersigned,  Commisr^ioners  appointed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  to  meet  such 
Commissioners  as  might  be  appointed  by  the  several  States  in  accord- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  confer  together 
upon  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  respectfully  report. 

That  they  assembled  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  4th  inst., 
twenty-one  States  being  represented,  and  continued  in  session  until  the 
27th  inst.,  and  finally  agreed  on  the  inclosed  printed  propositions  as  a 
basis  of  settlement  and  pacification.  The  journal  of  our  proceedings, 
as  soon  as  completed  and  printed,  will  be  transmitted  as  part  of  this 
report. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  GUTHRIE, 
C.  S.  MOREHEAD, 
JOSHUA  F.  BELL, 
C.  A.  WICKLIFFE. 

P.  S. — It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  before  this  report  was  written 
and  signed,  two  of  the  Commissioners,  Hon.  J.  B.  Clay  and  Gen. 
Butler,  had  left  the  city. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE. ARTICLE    13. 

Section  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States,  not 
embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  grant,  north  of  a 
line  from  east  to  west  on  the  parallel  of  30  degrees  30  minutes  north 
latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  prohib- 
ited whilst  it  shall  be  under  a  Territorial  government;  and  in  all  the 
present  territory  south  of  said  line,  the  status  of  persons  owing  service 
or  labor  as  it  now  exists  shall  not  be  changed  by  law  while  such  terri- 
tory shall  be  under  a  Territorial  government;  and  neither  Congress  nor 
the  Territorial  government  shall  have  power  to  hinder  or  prevent  the 
taking  to  said  territory  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service, 
within  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  or  usages  of  the  State 
from  which  such  persons  may  be  taken,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising 
out  of  said  relations,  which  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in 
the  federal  courts,  according  to  the  common  law;  and  when  any  terri- 
tory north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Congress  may 
prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  required  for  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, according  to  the  then  federal  ratio  of  representation,  it  shall,  if 
■its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
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an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  involuntary 
service  or  labor,  as  the  cou.'^titution  of  such  new  State  may  provide. 

Section  2.  Territory  shall  not  .be  acquired  by  the  United  States, 
unless  by  treaty ;  nor,  except  for  naval  and  commercial  stations  and 
depots,  unless  such  treaty  sliall  be  ratified  by  four  fifths  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Senate. 

Section  3.  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor  any  amendment  thereof, 
shall  be  construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  con- 
trol, within  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  the  relation 
established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persons  bound 
to  labor  or  involuntary  service  therein,  nor  to  interfere  with  or  aboli.'^h 
involuntary  service  in  the  District  of  Columbia  without  the  consent  of 
Maryland  and  without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  or  making  the  own- 
ers who  do  not  consent  just  compensation;  nor  the  power  to  interlere 
with  or  prohibit  representatives  and  others  from  bringing  with  thein  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  retaining  and  taking  away,  persons  so  bound 
to  labor;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  aboli.<h  involuntary  ser- 
vice in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
within  those  States  and  Territories  where  the  same  is  established  or 
recognized;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation, 
by  land,  sea,  or  river,  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or 
Territory  thereof  w^heie  it  is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage, 
and  the  right  during  transportation  of  touching  at  ports,  shores,  and 
landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist.  Nor  shall 
Congress  have  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  per- 
sons bound  to  labor  than  on  land. 

Section  4.  The  third  paragi-aph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the 
§tates,  by  appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  their  judi- 
cial and  ministerial  officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitivea 
i'vom.  labor  to  the  person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Section  5.  The  foreign  slave  trade  and  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  ,the  United  States  and  their  Territories,  from  places  beyond  the 
present  limits  thereof,  are  forever  prohibited. 

Section  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with  this  sec- 
tion six  of  these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  third  paragraph 
of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof,  shall  not  be  amend- 
ed or  abolished  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

Section  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States* 
shall  pay  to  the  owner  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all 
cases  where  the  marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest 
such  fugitive,  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation 
from  mobi^  or  riotous  assemblages,  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive 
was  rescued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and  obstructed 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  such  fugitive. 


PEACE    COXFEEENCE   REPORT.  0 

Frankfort,  March  20tli,  18G1. 
To  His  Excellency,  B.  Magoffin,  Governor  of  Kcnliick)j : 

The  undersigned,  having  made  a  brief  report  to  you  as  Commissioners 
from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  to  the  Convention  of  States  assembled 
at  Washington  City,  on  the  Ith  of  Februiary  last,  on  the  invitation  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  and  not  having  it  in  their  power  at  that  time 
to  transmit  a  journal  of  their  proceedings,  beg  leave  now  to  do  so. 
It  came  to  hand  to-day,  and  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  earliest  moment 
to  submit  it  to  your  Excellenc}',  and  through  you  to  the  Legislature. 

From  this  document  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Crittenden  propo- 
sitions, as  modified  by  the  suggestions  of  Virginia,  were  ofTered  and 
failed  to  be  passed.  The  original  propositions  of  Mr.  Crittenden  were 
afterwards  offered  and  likewise  failed.  In  both  instances  Kentucky 
voted  as  an  unit  in  favor  of  the  propositions.  These  having  failed,  the 
propositions  heretofore  transmitted  to  you  were  passed,  and  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  give  some  explanations  of  the  sections  adopted. 

The  resolutions  of  Virginia  suggested  the  amendments  of  the  Con- 
stitution proposed  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  with  additions  proposed  by  that 
State,  as  the  basis  of  the  action  of  the  Conference  of  States  in  their 
efforts  to  adopt  some  plan  to  restore  harmony  to  a  divided  country  and 
to  preserve  the  Union.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  state  what  were  the 
leading  provisions  of  Mr.  Crittenden's  proposed  amendment,  and  also 
to  state  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  proposed  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  States. 

Upon  the  territorial  question,  the  amendment  of  ]Mi".  Crittenden  pro- 
vides, that  "  in  all  the  territory  now  or  hereafter  to  be  acquired  north 
of  latitude  38  deg.  30  min.,  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as 
a  punishment  for  crime,  is  prohibited  ;  while  in  all  territory  south  of 
that  line  slavery  is  hereb}^  recognized  as  existing,  and  shall  not  be  in- 
terfered with  by  Congress,  but  shall  be  protected  as  property  by  all  the 
departments  of  the  territorial  government  during  its  continuance  ;  all 
the  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as 
Congress  may  prescribe,  when  it  contains  a  population  necessary  for  a 
member  of  Congress,  with  a  Republican  form  of  goverment,  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equality  with  the  original  States,  with 
or  without  slavery,  as  the  Constitution  of  the  State  shall  prescribe." 

The  corresponding  section  of  the  amendment  proposed  b}^  the  Con- 
ference of  the  States  upon  the  same  subject  is  as  follows  :  "  In  all  the 
present  territory  of  the  United  States,  north  of  the  parallel  of  30  deg. 
30  min.  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  punishment  of 
crimes,  shall  be  prohibited.  In  all  the  present  territories  south  of  that 
line,  the  status  of  persons  held  to  involuntary  servitude  or  labor,  as  it 
now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed  ;  nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  by 
Congress  or  the  territorial  legislature  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking 
of  such  persons  in  the  States  of  this  Union  to  said  territory,  nor  im- 
pair any  rights  arising  from  said  relation;  but  the  same  shall  be 
subject  to  the  judicial  cognizance  of  the  Federal  courts,  according  to 
the  crvwr.se  of  the  common  law;"  the  latter  clause  of  which  provides 
for  the  admission  into  the  Union,  in  such  convenient  territory  as  Con- 
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gress  may  provide, States  with  or  without  slavery,  as  their  Constitution 
may  provide,  when  the  population  shall  be  equal  to  the  ratio  of 
representation  in  Congress,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  The 
only  substantial  diflerence  between  the  two  sections,  that  of  Mr. 
Crittenden  and  the  Convention  of  States,  is,  that  the  section  of  the 
Conference  does  not  provide  for  a  division  of  future  acquired  territory. 
This  provision  was  objected  to  by  many  of  the  States  represented, 
because  they  believed  the  present  boundaries  and  territory  of  the 
United  States  were  large  enough  ;  they  did  not  wish  to  place  in  the 
Constitution  a  section  which  presented  to  the  world  that  we  were  pre- 
paring our  Government  with  power  to  make  aggressions  upon  the 
territory  of  our  neighbors. 

It  was  believed  that  to  insist  upon  this  proposition,  which  may  never 
be  called  into  action,  would  prevent  the  harmonious  settlement  of  the 
difficulties  now  existing  between  the  tvv^o  sections  of  the  United  States. 
We  believe  it  would  be  regretted  by  every  patriot  if  any  honest 
and  peaceful  settlement  of  our  present  difficulties  should  be  prevented, 
by  insisting  upon  a  provision  dividing  territory  that  the  United  States 
did  not  own,  and  may  never  acquire.  With  this  exception,  the  prop- 
osition to  divide  the  territory  is  the  same  in  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Convention  and  by  Mr.  Crittenden's  proposition.  There  is  a 
difference  of  language,  in  some  respects,  between  the  two  sections, 
but  they  both  mean  the  same  thing;  that  is,  African  slavery.  The 
resolution  of  Mr.  Crittenden  declares  that  slavery  or  involuntary  servi- 
tude shall  not  exist  north  of  30  deg.  30  min.,  while  in  all  the  territory 
south  of  that  line,  "  slavery  is  hereby  recognized  as  existing." 

The  section  of  the  Conference  employs  the  language  of  the  present 
Constitution,  the  same  language  as  is  used  in  the  ordinance  of  1787  to 
express  the  same  idea,  which  does  mean,  and  has  been  held  by  the  leg- 
islative, judicial,  and  executive  departments  of  the  Government  to 
mean,  African  slavery  and  property  in  the  same.  The  Representatives 
from  the  free  States  preferred  the  language  employed  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  which  we  could  see  no  just  objection  ;  nor  can  there  be  any 
valid  objection  to  the  language  employed  in  this  section  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  expressions  used  in  Mr.  Crittenden's  section,  "  that  slavery  is 
hereby  recognized  as  existing  south  of  that  line,"  was  objected  to  by 
some,  as  it  might  be  construed  it  meant  to  establish  slavery  in  the  ter- 
ritory by  a  constitutional  provision.  To  obviate  all  difficulty,  and 
remove  all  excuse  for  voting  against  this  section  of  the  Conference  by 
those  who  manifested  a  desire  to  co-operate  with  the  Southern  States, 
the  original  proposition  was  amended  in  its  language,  and  the  section 
ma  le  to  read,  "  that  the  status  of  persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or 
labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed  by  any  law  of  Congress 
or  the  territoi-y." 

It  may  be  well  here  to  state  what  is  the  status  of  persons  held  to 
involuntary  service  or  labor  in  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
south  of  30  deg.  30  min.  By  the  law  of  New  Mexico,  which  covers 
the  whole  of  the  territory  south  of  that  line,  African  slavery  exists  by 
territorial  enactment,  protected  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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The  laws  of  the  Territory  protect  the  right  of  the  owner;  provide 
remedies,  civil  and  criminal,  for  injuries  or  violation  of  such  right,  as 
completely  and  as  effectually  as  it  is  protected  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. This  right,  as  it  now  exists,  and  the  right  to  take  slaves  into 
that  territory,  shall  not  be  impaired  or  changed  by  Congress,  or  the 
laws  of  the  territory.  If,  after  the  adoption  of  this  clause  as  a  part 
of  the  Constitution,  the  territorial  legislature  should  repeal  its  laws,  or 
there  should  be  a  change  of  the  decision  in  the  Dred  tScott  case,  the 
right  and  interest  of  the  master  in  his  slave  would  not  and  could  not 
be  impaired. 

It  was  thought  by  some  that  a  territorial  legislature  might  repeal 
the  statutes  furnishing  the  remedies  now  existing  for  the  rights  and 
protection  of  the  owners  of  slaves,  under  the  idea  that  it  would  not  be 
a  violation  of  the  right  or  interest  of  the  owner.  The  provision  was 
added  that  the  same — that  is,  the  right  in  and  to  the  slave,  and  for  in- 
juries— should  be  subject  to  the  official  cognizance  of  the  Federal  Courts, 
according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  It  was  believed  that 
all  intelligent  minds,  nay,  any  person  of  ordinary  capacity,  would 
comprehend  the  true  meaning  of  this  portion  of  the  section.  By  some 
who  are  opposed  to  all  adjustment  of  our  present  national  difficulties, 
the  meaning  of  this  clause  has  been  perverted.  It  is  charged  that  the 
South  has  only  secured  to  her  such  interest  in  African  slavery  as  the 
common  law  recognizes;  and  as  the  common  law  does  not  recognize 
slavery  in  man,  the  provision  is  useless.  Such  objections  do  not  dis- 
criminate between  right  and  remedy.  Slavery,  as  it  now  exists  by  law 
in  New  Mexico,  is  recognized,  and  is  not  to  be  impaired  by  law;  and 
if  the  right  be  interfered  with  by  others,  if  the  territorial  law  has  not 
furnished  a  remedy,  the  injured  owner  is  remitted  to  that  common  law 
which  provides  an  adequate  remedy  for  every  wrong  committed  upon 
person  or  property. 

To  charge  that  the  section  refers  the  master  to  the  common  law  as 
giving  or  establishing  his  right  to  a  slave,  is  an  imputation  upon  the 
intelligence  of  the  members  of  the  Convention  North  and  South,  who 
voted  for  it.  Take  the  clause  as  it  stands,  and  the  statute  of  New 
Mexico  :  if  the  clause  were  adopted  as  part  of  the  Constitution,  then  we 
aver  no  owner  of  a  slave  in  Kentucky  is  vested  with  a  better  right,  or 
armed  wdth  a  better  remedy  for  the  protection  of  that  right  and  the 
redress  of  the  injury  committed  upon  his  slave.  The  provision  is  bet- 
ter, it  is  more  permanent  for  the  protection  of  slave  property  in  a 
territory,  than  the  simple  constitutional  injunction,  "  that  it  shall  be 
protected  as  property  by  all  the  departments  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ment." 

The  second  section  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Conference 
is  in  these  words :  "  No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  except  by  discovery,  and  for  naval  and  commercial  stations, 
depots,  and  transit  routes,  without  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  all 
the  Senators,  from  the  States  which  allow  involuntary  servitude,  and 
from  a  majority  of  the  Senators  of  the  States  which  prohibit  the 
relation.  Nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  unless  the  votes  of 
te   majority  of  the  Senators  from    each  of  the  States  hereinbefore 


8  TEACE   CONFERENCE    REPORT. 

mentioned  be  cast  as  a  part  of  the  two  thirds  majority  necessary  for 
the  ratification  of  such  treaty." 

This  section  was  proposed  and  insisted  upon  by  Virginia,  and  was 
intended  to  qualify  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  United  States,  so 
as  to  secure  each  section  against  any  improper  annexation  of  territory  ; 
and  if  such  majority  be  obtained,  it  will  be  upon  an  agreement  for  a 
fair  division  between  the  two  sections  for  settlement  and  occupation. 

The  third  section  of  the  article  agreed  to  by  the  Convention  is  as 
follows : 

"  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor  any  amendment  thereof,  shall  be 
construed  to  give  Congress  the  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control, 
v/ithin  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  the  relation  estab- 
lished and  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persons  held  to 
labor  or  involuntary  service  therein,  nor  to  interfere  with  or  abolish 
involuntary  service  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  the  consent 
of  Maryland,  or  without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  or  making  the 
owners  who  do  not  consent,  just  compensation  ;  nor  the  power  to  inter- 
fere with  or  prohibit  Representatives  or  others  from  bringing  with 
them  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  retaining  and  taking  away,  persons 
po  held  to  labor  or  service  ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish 
involuntary  service  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  wdthin  those  States  and  Territories  where  the  same  is 
established  or  recognized,  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or 
transportation  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  in  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  to  any  other  State  or  Territory 
thereof,  where  it  is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage;  and  the 
rio-ht  during  the  transportation,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touching  at  ports, 
shores,  lanclings,  and  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist;  but  not 
the  right  of  transit  in  or  through  any  State  or  Territory  for  sale  or 
traffic  against  the  laws  thereof;  nor  shall  Congress  have  powder  to 
authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  held  to  labor  or  ser- 
vice, than  lands.  The  bringing  into  the  District  of  Columbia  persons 
held  to  labor  or  service  for  sale,  or  placing  them  in  depots,  to  be  after- 
wards transferred  to  other  places  for  sale  as  merchandise,  is  prohibited." 

This  section  embraces  all  of  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  sections  of  Mr. 
Crittenden's  amendment,  except  the  latter  clause,  which  proposed  to 
guarantee  the  right  to  take  slaves  through  States  where  slavery  does 
not  exist.  The  amendment  of  the  Convention  does  not  embrace  this 
clause  ;  and  the  right  to  do  so  is  left  where  it  has  always  rested,  to  the 
comity  of  each  State.  Some  of  the  States  where  slavery  exists, 
have,  by  statutes,  prohibited  the  passage  or  importation  of  slaves  as 
merchandise,  in  or  through  their  territory.  They  have  prohibited  the 
importation  of  slaves  by  their  own  citizens,  for  their  own  use,  from 
other  States.  It  was  deemed  that  such  a  provision  would  be  an  inva- 
sion upon  the  rights  of  the  States,  and,  therefore,  the  amendment  of 
the  Convention  left  that  question  where  it  has  rested  ever  since  the 
Constitution  was  adopted.  The  right  thus  to  transport  any  slaves 
through  any  State  is  not  embraced  by  the  amendment.  This  exception 
applies  to  all  the  States,  slave  as  well  as  free.  The  4th  section  is  as 
follows  : 
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*'  The  3d  paragraph  of  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States,  by 
appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  judicial  and  minis- 
terial officers,  from  inforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  labor  to 
persons  to  whom  such  labor  is  due." 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  that  any  law  of  a  State 
which  provided  means  and  furnished  aid  to  the  re-capture  and  return 
of  fugitive  slaves,  was  unconstitutional;  this  section  permits  States  to 
pass  such  laws.     The  5th  section  is  as  follows : 

"  The  foreign  slave  trade  is  hereby  forever  prohibited,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
slaves,  coolies,  or  persons  held,  to  service  or  labor,  into  the  United 
States  and  territories,  from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereof." 

This  section  ought  not  to  require  any  explanation ;  no  one  can 
object  to  it  except  such  as  may  desire  the  re-opening  of  the  African 
slave  trade.  We  have  heard  it  suggested  by  some  who  seem  to  favor 
the  independence  of  the  seceded  States,  that  upon  their  becoming 
independent  and  alien  States,  this  clause  would  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  such  slaves  from  these  seceded  States  into  the  United  States, 
This  should  be  so,  else  the  United  States  might  have  their  territory 
flooded  by  the  African  race,  whenever  the  Southern  Confederacy  shall 
open  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  6th  section  prohibits  the  repeal  of  any  of  the  guarantees  in  the 
Constitution,  or  in  this  amendment,  in  relation  to  slave  property,  with- 
out the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

The  7th  section  is  as  follows  :  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that 
the  United  States  shall  pay  the  owner  full  value  for  a  fugitive  from 
labor,  in  all  cases  where  the  marshal  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it 
was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence, 
or  intimidation,  from  mobs  or  riotous  assemblages,  or  when,  after 
arrest,  such  fugitive  was  rescued  by  like  violence  or  intimidation,  and 
the  owner  thereby  deprived  of  the  same ;  and  the  acceptance  of  such 
payment  shall  preclude  the  owner  from  further  claim  to  such  fugitive. 
Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  securing  to  citizens  of  each  State 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States. 

This  article  is  substantially  the  same  as  Mr.  Crittenden's  amend- 
ment. It  makes  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pay  the  owner  the  value  of 
the  slave,  where  the  marshal  shall  be  prevented  by  force  or  intimida- 
tion from  executing  the  law,  and  where  the  slave  shall  be  wrested  from 
the  owner  after  he  is  delivered.  It  was  not  necessary  to  provide  in 
this  section  that  Congress  should  provide  by  law  how  the  United  States 
may  be  indemnified  for  such  payment.  Under  this  clause,  and  the 
section  of  the  Constitution  upon  the  subject  of  fugitives  from  labor, 
the  power  to  pass  such  laws  for  the  indemnity  of  the  United  States 
against  such  wrong-doers  is  plenary  and  full. 

The  second  section  of article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 

States  now  reads  :  "  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  enjoy  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  States."  It  gave 
Congress  no  right  to  legislate  upon  the  subject;  it  operates  as  a  pro- 
hibition to  each  State  from  discriminating  against  the  citizens  of  other 
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States,  and  would  make  void  all  such  legislation.  The  clause  added 
to  the  7th  section  of  this  article,  that  Congress  shall  provide  by  law 
for  securing  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States,  cannot  do  more  than  to  make  such 
discriminating  laws  void,  and  is  therefore  harmless. 

The  section  of  Mr.  Crittenden's  amendment  giving  power  to  Congress 
to  acquire  territory  in  Africa,  or  South  America,  for  the  colonization 
of  free  negroes,  was  not  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  States. 
They  seem  to  prefer  to  leave  that  question  to  the  Colonization  Society'-, 
as  a  subject  better  and  cheaper  managed  than  it  would  be  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  proper  to  state,  that  upon  the 
1st  section  of  the  amendment,  the  vote  of  the  Commissioners  of  Ken- 
tucky was  not  unanimous,  nor  was  it  always  so  upon  questions  of 
amendments  ;  but  we  claim  for  ourselves  what  we  cheerfully  accord 
to  others,  an  honest  and  sincere  purpose  that  some  measure  would  be 
adopted  that  would  give  confidence,  quiet,  and  security  to  the  South  ; 
and  we  regret,  that  owing  to  the  excited  partisan  state  and  condition 
of  members  of  Congress,  both  North  and  South,  the  shortness  of  time 
permitted  no  fair  test  by  a  vote  upon  the  amendment  proposed. 

Although  the  proposed  amendment  was  not  submitted  to  the  States 
for  adoption,  the  undersigned  cannot  hesitate  to  express  a  confident 
belief  that  the  border  free  States  would  grant  all  the  guarantees  se- 
cured by  the  amendment,  and  they  cannot  believe  that  the  remaining 
free  States  ^vould  refuse  to  do  the  same  whenever  the  question  shall 
be  fairly  presented  to  the  people,  which  they  hope  may  be  done  by  the 
next  Congress  when  it  shall  convene. 

With  great  respect,  yours,  &c., 

C.  A.  WICKLIFFE, 
JAMES  GUTHRIE, 
C.  S.  MOREHEAD, 
JOSHUA  F.  BELL. 
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To  His  Excellency,  Beriah  Magoffin,  Governor  of  Kentucky: 

The  undersigned,  two  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  to  meet 
such  Commissioners  as  might  be  appointed  by  other  States,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  confer  upon  the 
unfortunate  condition  of  our  country,  not  having  had  an  opportunity  to 
unite  with  their  co-commissioners  in  the  report  which  they  understand 
they  have  made,  although  they  remained  in  the  city  of  Washington  a 
full  day  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  for  the  purpose  of 
joining  with  them  in  a  proper  report  to  your  Excellency,  feel  it  due  to 
themselves,  and  respectful  as  well  as  due  to  the  General  Assembly^ 
that  they  shall  make  this  their  separate  report. 

The  undersigned  felt  themselves  bound,  for  the  guidance  of  their 
action  in  the  Convention,  to  regard  in  some  degree  the  4th  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  Avhich  they  beg  here  to  quote  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky^ 
the  propositions  embraced  in  the  resolutions  presented  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  Hon.  John  J.  Crittenden,  so  construed  that 
the  first  article  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  shall  apply  to  all  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  now 
held  or  hereafter  acquired  south  of  latitude  36  deg.  and  30  min.,  and 
provide  that  slavery  of  the  African  race  shall  be  effectually  protected 
as  property  herein  during  the  continuance  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  fourth  article  shall  secure  to  the  owners  of  slaves  tha 
right  of  transit  with  their  slaves  between  and  through  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  and  Territories,  constitute  the  basis  of  such  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the  States  of  this 
Confederacy,  as  would  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

They  conceived  that  this  resolution  set  forth  clearly  the  opinion 
of  the  General  Assembly,  as  to  what  adjustment  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  and  at  the  same  time  negatived  the  idea 
that  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Crittenden  would  be  acceptable,  unless  con- 
strued in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  resolution.  Whilst  they  did  not 
consider  it  to  give  them  positive  instruction,  they  did  not  feel  them- 
selves to  be  at  liberty  to  depart  altogether  from  the  wishes  of  the  State, 
so  solemnly  announced  by  the  representatives  of  its  people. 

The  undersigned  have  delayed  making  their  report  until  the  present 
time,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  append  to  it,  as  a  part  thereof,  the 
journal  of  the  Convention,  w^hich  would  have  shown  every  proposition 
made,  with  the  vote  by  States  upon  such  as  were  brought  to  a  vote. 
They  regret  that  although  a  committee  was  appointed  for  the  express 
purpose  of  superintending  the  printing  of  said  journal,  they  have  not 
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as  yet  recciv^ed  a  copy  of  it,  and  that  their  report  is  more  incomplete 
than  they  would  have  desired  to  have  made  it. 

The  Convention  assembled  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  4th  of 
February,  and  continued  its  sessions  until  the  27th  of  that  month, 
when  it  adjourned  sine  die.  Before  the  final  adoption  of  the  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  twenty-one  States  were  present  by 
their  delegates  in  Convention.  A  Committee  on  Resolutions,  consist- 
ing of  a  member  from  each  State,  was  appointed,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red various  propositions  of  adjustment.  That  committee  finally  report- 
ed, as  the  result  of  its  deliberations,  a  proposition  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution by  a  13th  article,  consisting  of  7  sections,  a  copy  of  M'hich, 
marked  A,  is  filed  as  a  part  hereof. 

Notice  of  A^arious  substitutes  for  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
given,  but  it  was  claimed  and  conceded  that  before  a  vote  upon  any 
substitute  could  be  taken,  the  report  of  the  committee  should  be  amend- 
ed and  perfected  in  convention. 

Many  amendments  were  proposed;  upon  some  ©f  them,  the  under- 
signed were  so  unfortunate  as  to  differ  from  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  their  co-commissioners  who  cast  the  vote  of  the  State. 
To  one  or  two  of  the  more  im.portant  of  them  they  would  briefly  call 
attention.  A  motion  was  made  by  Gov.  Reid,  a  delegate  from  North 
Carolina,  to  amend  the  1st  section  of  the  series,  by  inserting  at  the  end 
of  the  clause,  "  and  in  all  the  present  territory  south  of  said  line,"  the 
words  '■'■involuntary  servitude  is  recognized,  and  property  in  those  of  the 
African  race  held  to  service  or  labor  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
when  removed  to  such  territory,  shall  be  p7^otected  and."  This  amendment 
received  the  votes  of  but  three  States — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
Missouri.  Seventeen  States  voted  against  it,  Kentucky  being  one  of 
them.  From  this  vote  the  undersigned  caused  their  dissent  to  be 
recorded. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Seddon,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  to 
amend  the  3d  section  of  the  series,  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  the 
clause,  "  and  the  right  during  transportation  of  touching  at  ports, 
shores,  and  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist," 
the  words,  "  and  if  the  transportation  shall  be  by  sea,  the  right  to  persons 
held  to  service  or  labor  shall  be  protected  by  the  Federal  Government  as  other 
property.''''  This  amendment  was  lost,  Kentucky  voting  against  it,  from 
which  vote  the  undersigned  caused  their  dissent  to  be  recorded. 

The  entire  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  was  stricken 
out.  In  lieu  thereof,  a  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Franklin,  a  delegate 
from  Pennsylvania,  was  adopted.  This  proposition  is  the  first  section 
upon  the  paper  marked  B. 

One  of  the  undersigned  (Mr.  Clay)  proposed,  as  an  additional  section 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  a  proposition  to  construe  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, so  that  no  State  shall  have  the  power  to  judge  and  determine 
what  was  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  by  the  laws  of  another  State, 
but  that  a  person  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime  in  one 
State,  who  should  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  State, 
should,  on  demand  of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which 
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he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdiction 
of  the  crime.  This  amendment  was  lost;  a  large  majority  voting 
against  it. 

Amendments  too  numerous  to  set  forth  in  the  limits  of  a  report, 
were  offered  and  voted  upon.  Finally,  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  perfected,  and  is  filed  herewith  as  a  part  hereof,  marked  B. 

Substitutes  for  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  amended  and  per- 
fected, being  now  in  order:  among  others,  Mr.  Seddon,  of  Virginia, 
ofTerred  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  known  as  the  Crittenden 
resolutions,  with  such  additions  and  amendments  as  were  asked  by 
Virginia,  (in  substance,  the  same  as  those  set  forth  in  the  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky.)  This  substitute  was  rejected 
by  a  large  majority — receiving  the  votes  of  only  a  few  States. 

One  of  the  undersigned  (Mr.  Clay)  then  offered  as  a  substitute  for 
the  report  of  the  committee,  the  amendments  to  -the  Constitution, 
known  as  the  Crittehden  resolutions,  without  tiie  crossing  a  "t"  or  dot- 
ting an  "i."  This  substitute  was  rejected — 16  States  voting  against  it, 
and  only  5  States  voting  for  it. 

All  substitutes  having  been  rejected',  the  perfected  report  of  tho 
committee  (B)  came  up  in  order.  Upon  it,  the  vote  of  the  convention 
was  taken  by  sections.  On  the  first  vote  upon  the  first  section,  it 
v/as  rejected  by  the  votes  of  11  States  to  8.  The  convention  adjourn- 
ed until  the  next  morning  ;  when  this  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  seven  sections  of  the  report  were  then  passed  by  the  convention. 

Upon  the  first  section,  the  vote  stood,  9  States  for,  8  States  against. 
Four  Southern  States  out  of  seven,  and  five  Northern  States  out  of 
fourteen,  voting  for  it — Virginia  and  North  Carolina  both  against  it. 

The  second  section  was  passed — 11  States  voting  for  it,  8  States 
against  it. 

The  third    section  was   passed — 12  States   voting  for  it, 
against  it. 

The  fourth  section  was  passed — 15  States  voting  for 
against  it. 

The  fifth  section   was   passed — IG    States   voting   for 
against  it. 

The  sixth  section  was  passed — 11   States  voting  for 
against  it. 

The  seventh  section  was  passed — 12  States  voting  for  it,  7  States 
against  it. 

The  vote  of  Kentucky  AA^as  cast  by  the  majorit}^  of  her  commissioners 
in  favor  of  every  section  of  the  seven. 

After  the  passage  of  the  report  by  sections,  a  vote  was  demanded 
upon  it  as  an  entirety,  but  was  ruled  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  undersigned  could  not  agree  with  their  co-commissioners  in 
casting  the  vote  of  Kentucky  for  the  several  sections  of  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  as  adopted  by  the  convention.  They 
believed  that  the  amendment,  as  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tions which  have  so  unhappily  divided  the  Northern  and  Southern 
sections  of  the  United  States,  would  prove  wholly  ineffectual,  and 
that  instead  of  providing  securities  and  guarantees  for  the  rights  of 
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the  South,  as  they  arc  believed  now  to  exist  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  involved  a  surrender  of  most  important  rights,  and  furnished 
adequate  security  to  none.  They  propose  to  give  briefly  their  reasons 
for  this  opinion. 

The  first  section  undertakes  to  settle  the  territorial  question  by  divid- 
ing all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States  by  a  line  upon  the 
parallel  of  36  degrees  30  minutes,  north  latitude ;  and  provides  that 
north  of  that  line  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punishment  of 
crime,  shall  be  prohibited  ;  M'^hilst  south  of  that  line  the  sfalus  of 
persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not 
be  changed. 

What  is  the  present  extent  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  what  is  its  status  respecting  persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or 
labor  ? 

The  present  territory  of  the  United  States,  including  67,020  square 
miles  held  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  under  treaty  grant,  amounts  to 
1,287,277  square  miles.  By  the  southern  construction  of  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Dred  Scott,  into  every  foot  of 
this  vast  territory  persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor  may 
now  be  taken  ;  and  south  of  the  line  36  degrees  30  minutes,  the  terri- 
torial law  of  New  Mexico  also  permits  it.  The  first  section  of  the 
amendment  proposes  to  take  from  the  people  of  the  South  the  right  to 
carry  persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor  into  any  of  the  ter- 
ritory north  of  30  degrees  30  minutes  ;  that  is  to  say,  forever  to  exclude 
such  persons  from  1,021,307  square  miles  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States ;  whilst  it  merely  concedes  the  right,  which  they  believe  they 
already  have  as  to  the  whole,  to  take  such  persons  into  265,970  square 
miles  of  the  territory — about  one  fourth  of  the  whole.  Would  this  be 
concession  to  the  South,  or  to  the  North? 

But  as  to  the  status  of  the  territory  south  of  36  degrees  and  30  min- 
utes, in  respect  to  persons  held  to  involuntary  service  or  labor ;  what 
is  it? 

The  right  to  take  such  persons  into  said  territory  rests,  first,  upon 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Dred  Scott  case.  Second, 
upon  the  territorial  law  of  New  Mexico,  which  territory  embraces  all 
south  of  36  degrees  and  30  minutes,  except  50,290  square  miles  of  the 
Cherokee  treaty  grant,  where  slavery  now  exists. 

It  is  w^ell  known  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
Uorth,  as  well  as  many  of  the  South,  maintain  that  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Dred  Scott,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories,  is  no  decision  at  all ;  simply 
»bitcr  diciu,  which  does  not  settle  the  law  upon  the  subject.  That  such 
is  the  opinion  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  is  clear  from  his  late 
inaugural.  It  is  also  avowed  by  the  dominant  party,  that  it  is  their 
intention  to  remodel  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  have  that  decision 
reversed.  If,  then,  the  Dred  Scott  decision  does  not  correctly  declare 
the  law,  or  if  it  be  reversed,  in  either  case,  so  far  as  the  status  of  the 
Territory  rests  upon  it,  it  would  be  free  and  not  slave. 

The  Dred  Scott  case  no  longer  to  be  relied  on  as  fixing  a  status  of 
«lavery,  we  should  be  thrown  altogether  upon  the  territorial  law  of 
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New  Mexico.  But  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  American  people  believe  that  a  Territorial  Legislature 
has  no  power  to  pass  laws  either  to  introduce  or  to  prohibit  slavery  in 
the  Territories.  Should  the  territorial  law  of  New  Mexico  be  hereafter 
decided  to  be  void,  the  Dred  Scott  decision  either  no  decision  at  all,  or 
reversed,  the  status  of  even  that  small  portion  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  265,970  square  miles  out  of  1,287,277  square  miles, 
would  be  free  and  not  slave. 

What  protection  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  slave  property  south  of 
the  line  36  degrees  and  30  minutes?  The  section  merely  provides, 
that  neither  Congress  nor  the  Territorial  Legislature  shall  pass  any  law 
to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  persons  held  to  involuntary  service 
or  labor  to  the  Territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  from  said 
relation ;  but  the  same  (the  rights)  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cogni- 
zance in  the  Federal  Courts,  according  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law.  What  is  the  course  of  the  common  law  in  the  remedies  it 
affords  to  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  property  in  slaves?  Is  it 
clear,  unmistakable,  not  liable  to  misconstruction,  especially  when 
administered  by  judges  unfriendly  or  adverse  to  the  institution  of  slav- 
ery ?  Would  the  opinion,  for  example,  of  the  distinguished  Governor 
of  New  York,  who  now  holds  so  high  a  place  in  the  Cabinet,  that  a 
slave,  not  being  a  free  man,  could  not  under  the  common  law  be  kid- 
napped, and  that,  therefore,  there  is  no  common  law  remedy  for  kid- 
napping a  slave,  be  followed?  Is  this  such  protection  for  the  right 
of  property  in  the  territories  as  Kentucky  seeks  as  further  security 
and  further  guarantee  ?  How  vain  !  How  delusive  !  The  proposi- 
tion was  but  a  miserable  attempt  to  withdraw  from  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  territories  the  protection  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Federal  laws,  and  to  have  its  only  security  to  depend  upon  the  vague 
and  uncertain  remedies  of  the  common  law. 

If  there  had  been  no  other  objection  to  it,  the  first  section  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Peace  Conference,  which  received  only 
the  votes  of  four  slave  States  out  of  seven,  and  five  free  States  out 
of  fourteen,  was  too  doubtful  in  meaning,  too  liable  to  misconstruc- 
tion— diflerent  constructions  having  been  given  to  it  even  in  the  con- 
vention which  passed  it — to  allow  the  undersigned,  in  justice  to  Ken- 
tucky, to  vote  for  it  as  a  measure  of  final  adjustment. 

The  undersigned  objected  to  the  second  section,  because,  crippling 
present  rights,  it  rendered  the  future  acquisition  of  any  territory  what- 
ever— Cuba,  or  any  other,  no  matter  how  important  and  desirable — 
almost  impossible. 

They  objected  to  the  third  section  because  it  failed  to  secure  the  right 
of  transit,  but  left  it  in  the  power  of  any  State  or  Territory  to  pre- 
vent the  same.  For  example,  placing  it  in  the  power  of  Illinois  by 
Constitutional  provision,  if  she  chose  to  exercise  it,  to  prevent  the 
slaveholder  of  Kentucky  from  passing  through  that  State  with  his 
slave  property,  on  his  way  to  Missouri  or  the  South. 

They  objected  to  the  5th  section,  because,  whether  by  constitutional 
right,  or  by  revolutionary  right,  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy, 
being  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  if  not  now  beyond 
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said  limits,  certainly  to  be  so  as  soon  as  said  Confederacy  shall  be  re- 
cognized, it  is  nriade  the  duty  of  Congress,  by  the  last  clause  of  the 
section,  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  our  fiiends  and  brothers,  now  residing 
within  the  limits  of  that  Confederacy,  from  returning  with  their  slaves 
to  Kentucky  ;  the  passage  of  which  laws  would  inevitably  lead  to 
retaliatory  laws  by  the  Southern  Confederacy  against  the  introduction 
of  slaves  from  Kentucky  into  their  territory. 

They  objected  to  the  Gth  section,  because  it  proposed  to  make  the  1st, 
3d,  and  5th  sections,  amendments  to  the  Constitution  virtually  unal- 
terable. 

They  objected  to  the  7th  section,  because  it  proposed  that  any  citizen 
of  a  slave  State,  who  should  lose  his  fugitive  slave,  by  reason  of  mob, 
riotous  assemblage,  or  rescue  after  arrest,  should  himself  pay  a  part 
of  his  own  loss,  whilst  every  other  citizen  of  a  slave  State  should  pay 
a  part  thereof,  thus  oliering  a  bonus  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  South 
of  their  property,  and  in  effect  by  providing  that  the  fugitive,  having 
been  thus  paid  for,  shall  thereafter  be  free,  to  constitute  the  United 
States  government  a  grand  Emancipation  Society. 

The  undersigned  have  felt  it  to  be  proper    thus    to    set  forth   the 
rea^ons  which  caused  them  to  oppose  the  amendment  to  the  Consti 
tution,  which  met  the  approval  of  the  Peace  Convention  and  of  their 
CO- Commissioners. 

After  the  adoption  of  a  preamble  to  the  proposition  of  the  Con- 
vention, the  President  was  requested  to  cause  the  same  to  be  presented 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
its  fate  in  that  body  is  known  to  the  country. 

Before  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  resolutions  against 
the  right  of  secession  by  a  State  from  the  Union,  and  in  favor  of  such 
right,  were  proposed  but  not  entertained.  The  following  resolution 
was  also  proposed  but  not  entertained  b}^  the  Convention  ;  its  mover, 
hovi'ever,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  have  it  spread  upon  the  journal: 

Resolved ,  That  while  the  adoption,  by  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  of 
ordinances  declaring  the  dissolution  of  their  relations  v\'ith  the  Union, 
is  an  event  deeply  to  be  deplored,  and  while  abstaining  from  any 
judgment  on  their  conduct,  we  would  express  the  earnest  hope  that 
they  may  soon  see  cause  to  resume  their  honored  places  in  this  Con- 
federacy of  States  ;  yet  to  the  end  that  such  return  may  be  facilita- 
ted, and  from  the  conviction  that  the  Union  being  formed  by  the  assent 
of  the  people  of  the  respective  States,  and  being  compatible  only  with 
freedom,  and  the  republican  institutions  guaranteed  to  each,  cannot 
and  ought  not  to  be  maintained  by  force,  we  deprecate  any  effort  by 
the  Federal  Government  to  coerce  in  any  form  the  said  States  to  re- 
union or  submission,  as  tending  to  irreparable  breach,  and  leading  to 
incalculable  ills;  and  we  earnestly  invoke  the  abstinence  from  all 
counsels  or  measures  of  compulsion  towards  them. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  will  only  add,  that  as  Commissioners 
to  the  Convention  at  Washington,  they  were  actuated,  throughout  its 
entire  deliberations,  by  the  single  and  sole  desire  of  being  in  some  de- 
gree instrumental  to  the  restoration  of  confidence  between  the  divided 


PEACE   CONFERENCE   REPORT.  17 

Sections  of  the  country,  and  of  bringing  about  a  reconstruction  of  that 
once  happ3'  Union  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fathers.  They  regret  most 
sincerely  to  have  to  say  that  they  have  returned  home  with  abated 
confidence  and  diminished  hope  of  satisfactory  adjustment. 

Should  the  journal  of  the  Convention  be  hereafter  received,  it  will 
be  forwarded  to  your  Excellency,  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  O.  BUTLER,)    ^        .    . 
JAMES  B.CLAY,  1    ^'^^^^''^oners, 

Frankfort,  March  19th,  18G1. 


APPENDIX  A. 

report  of    COMMJTTEE. ARTICLE    13. 

Section  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States,  not 
embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  grant,  north  of  a 
line  from  east  to  west  on  the  parallel  of  36  degrees  30  minutes  north 
latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  pro- 
hibited whilst  it  shall  be  under  a  Territorial  government;  and  in  all 
the  present  territory  south  of  said  line,  the  status  of  persons  owing 
service  or  labor  as  it  now  exists  shall  not  be  changed  by  law  while 
such  territory  shall  be  under  a  Territorial  government ;  and  neither 
Congress  nor  the  Territorial  government  shall  have  power  to  hinder  or 
prevent  the  taking  to  said  territory  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involun- 
tary service,  within  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  or  usages 
of  the  State  from  which  such  persons  may  be  taken,  nor  to  impair  the 
rights  arising  out  of  said  relations,  which  shall  be  subject  to  judicial 
cognizance  in  the  federal  courts,  according  to  the  common  law;  and 
when  any  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary 
as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  required  for  a 
member  of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  federal  ratio  of  represent- 
ation, it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or 
without  involuntary  service  or  labor,  as  the  constitution  of  such  new 
State  may  provide. 

Section  2.  Territory  shall  not  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  unless 
by  treaty ;  nor,  except  for  naval  and  commercial  stations  and  depots, 
unless  such  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  four  fifths  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Senate. 

Section  3.  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor  any  amendment  thereof, 
shall  be  construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  con- 
trol, within  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  the  relation 
established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persons  bound 
to  labor  or  involuntary  service  therein,  nor  to  interfere  with  or  abolish 
involuntary  service  in  the  District  of  Columbia  without  the  consent  of 
Maryland  and  without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  or  making  the  own- 
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ers  who  do  not  consent  just  compensation  ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere 
with  or  prohibit  representatives  and  others  from  bringing  with  them  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  retaining  and  taking  away,  persons  so  bound 
to  labor;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  ser- 
vice in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
within  those  States  and  Territories  where  the  same  is  established  or 
recognized;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation, 
by  land,  sea,  or  river,  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or 
Territory  thereof  where  it  is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage, 
and  the  right  during  transportation  of  touching  at  ports,  shores,  and 
landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist.  Nor  shall 
Congress  have  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  per- 
sons bound  to  labor  than  on  land. 

Section  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the 
States,  by  appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  their 
judicial  and  ministerial  officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugi- 
tives from  labor  to  the  person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Section  5.  The  foreign  slave  trade  and  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  United  States  and  their  Territories,  from  places  beyond  the 
present  limits  thereof,  are  forever  prohibited. 

Section  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with  this  sec- 
tion six  of  these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  third  paragraph 
of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof,  shall  not  be  amend- 
ed or  abolished  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

Section  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States 
shall  pay  to  the  owner  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all 
cases  where  the  marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest 
such  fugitive,  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation 
from  mobs  or  riotous  a.ssemblages,  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive 
was  rescued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and  obstructed 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  such  fugitive. 


APPENDIX  B. 

report  of  committee. — article  13. 

Section  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States,  north  of 
the  parallel  of  36  degrees  and  30  minutes  of  north  latitude,  involun- 
tary servitude,  except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  prohibited.  In  all 
the  present  territory  south  of  that  line,  the  status  of  persons  held  to 
involuntary  service  or  labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed;  nor 
shall  any  law  be  passed  by  Congress  or  the  Territorial  Legislature  to 
hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  from  any  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  to  said  territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  from  said 
relation;  but  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the 
federal  courts,  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  When 
any  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as 
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Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  that 
required  for  a  member  of  Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government 
be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  with  or  without  involuntary  servitude,  as  the  con- 
stitution of  such  State  may  provide. 

Section  2.  No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United  States 
except  by  discovery  and  for  naval  and  commercial  stations,  depots, 
and  transit  routes,  without  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  all  the 
Senators  from  States  which  allow  involuntary  servitude,  and  a  majority 
of  all  the  Senators  from  States  which  prohibit  that  relation ;  nor  shall 
territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  unless  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  th« 
Senators  from  each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  mentioned  be  cast  at 
a  part  of  the  two-third  majority  necessary  to  the  ratification  of  such 
treaty. 

Section  3.  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor  any  amendment  thereof, 
shall  be  construed  to  give  Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  con- 
trol, within  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  the  relation 
established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persons  bound 
to  labor  or  involuntary  service  therein,  nor  to  interfere  with  or  abolish 
involuntary  service  in  the  District  of  Columbia  without  the  consent  of 
Maryland  and  without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  or  making  the  own- 
ers who  do  not  consent  just  compensation ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere 
with  or  prohibit  representatives  and  others  from  bringing  with  them  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  retaining  and  taking  away,  persons  so  bound 
to  labor  or  service;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  invol- 
untary service  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  within  those  States  and  Territories  where  the  same  is  establish- 
ed or  recognized  ;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transporta- 
tion of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  in  any  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  thereof 
where  it  is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage ;  and  the  right 
during  transportation,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touching  at  ports,  shores, 
and  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  but  not  for  sale  or 
traffic,  shall  exist.  Nor  shall  Congress  have  power  to  authorize  anj 
higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  than  on 
land. 

The  bringing  into  the  District  of  Columbia  persons  held  to  labor  or 
service  for  sale,  or  placing  them  in  depots  to  be  afterwards  transferred 
to  other  places  for  sale  as  merchandise,  is  prohibited;  and  the  right 
of  transit  through  any  State  or  Territory  against  its  dissent  is  prohib- 
ited. 

Section  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the 
States,  by  appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the  action  of  their  judi- 
cial and  ministerial  officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitive* 
from  labor  to  the  person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Section  5.  The  foreign  slave  trade  is  hereby  forever  prohibited; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves,  coolies,  or  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  inta 
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the  United  States  and  the  Territories  from  places  beyond  the  limits 
thereof. 

Section  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with  this 
section  six  of  these  amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  third  paragraph 
of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof,  shall  not  be  amend- 
ed or  abolished  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

Section  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States 
shall  pay  to  the  owner  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all 
cases  where  the  marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest 
such  fugitive,  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation 
from  mobs  or  riotous  assemblages,  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive 
was  rescued  by  like  violence  or  intimidation,  and  the  owner  thereby 
prevented  and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery 
of  such  fugitive ;  and  the  acceptance  of  such  payment  shall  preclude 
the  further  claim  of  the  owner.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for 
securing  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
the  several  States. 


PROCEEDINGS 


CONFERENCE  CONVENTION. 


Washington,  February  4:th,  1861. 

A  number  of  Commissioners  assembled  at  Willards'  Concert  Hall,  in 
consequence  of  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by  th© 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  January  the  19th,  1861 : 

Whereas,  It  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  that  unless  the 
unhappy  controversy,  which  now  divides  the  States  of  this  confederacy,  shall  be  satisfactorily 
adjusted,  a  permanent  dissolution  of  the  Union  is  inevitable  ;  and  the  General  Assembly,  repre- 
senting the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  is  desirous  of  employing  every  reasonable 
means  to  avert  so  dire  a  calamity,  and  determined  to  make  a  final  effort  to  restore  the  Union  and 
the  Constitution,  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  established  by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic  : 
^erefore, 

Resoked,  That  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  an  invitation  is  hereby  extended 
to  all  such  States,  whether  slaveholding  or  non-slaveholding,  as  are  willing  to  unite  with  Virginia 
in  an  earnest  effort  to  adjust  the  present  unhappy  controversies,  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  Con- 
stitution was  originally  formed,  and  consistently  with  its  principles,  so  as  to  afford  to  the  people 
of  the  slaveholding  States  adequate  guaranteesfor  the  security  of  tl^eir  rights,  to  appoint  com- 
missioners to  meet  on  the  4th  day  of  February  next,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  similar  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  Virginia,  to  consider,  and  if  practicable,  agree  upon  some  suitable  adjust- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  ex-President  John  Tyler,  William  C.  Rives,  Judge  John  W.  Brockenbrough, 
George  W.  Summers,  and  James  A.  S'eddon,  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  repair  to  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the  day  designated  in  the  foregoing  resolution, 
to  meet  such  commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  any  of  the  said  States,  in  accordance  with 
the  foregoing  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  if  said  commissioners,  after  full  and  free  conference,  shall  agree  upon  any  plan 
of  adjustment  requiring  amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  for  the  further  security  of  the 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  States,  they  be  requested  to  communicate  the  proposed 
amendments  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  submitted  by  that  body,  according 
to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  several  States  for  ratification. 

Resolved,  That  if  said  commissioners  cannot  agree  on  such  adjustment,  or  if  agreeing,  Con- 
gress shall  refuse  to  submit  for  ratification  such  amendments  as  may  be  proposed,  then  the  com- 
missioners of  this  State  shall  immediately  communicate  the  result  to  the  executive  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  convention  of  the  people  of  Virginia  and  the  General 
Assembly  :  provided,  that  the  said  commissioners  be  subject  at  all  times  to  the  control  of  the 
General  Assembly,  or,  if  in  session,  to  that  of  the  State  Convention. 

Resolved,  That'in  the  opinion  of  the  Geiieral  Assembly  of  Virginia,  the  propositions  embraced 
in  the  resolutions  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  Hon.  John  J.  Crittenden, 
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BO  modified  aa  that  the  first  article  propoFed  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  shall  apply  to  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held,  or  hereafter  acc(uircd,  South 
of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  and  provide  that  slavery  of  the  African  race 
ghall  be  effectuallj  protected  as  property  therein  during  the  continuance  of  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment, and  the  fourth  article  shall  secure  to  the  owners  of  slaves  the  right  of  transit  with  their 
Blives  between  and  through  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  Territories,  constitute  the  basis  of 
•uch  an  adjustment  of  the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the  States  of  this  confederacy, 
as  would  be  accepted  by  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  ex-President  Juhn  Tyler  is  hereby  appointed,  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  each 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  commissioner  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
Judge  John  Robertson  is  hereby  appointed,  by  a  like  vote,  a  commisssioner  to  the  State  (if  South 
Carolina,  and  the  other  States  that  have  seceded  or  shall  secede,  with  instructions  respectfully 
to  request  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  authorities  of  such  States,  to  agree  to  abstain, 
pending  the  proceedings  contemplated  by  the  action  of  this  General  Assembly,  from  any  and  all 
acts  calculated  to  produce  a  collision  of  arms  between  the  States  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  forthwith  telegraphed  to  the  executive* 
•f  the  several  States,  and  also  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  inform,  without  delay,  the  commissioners  of  their  appointment  by  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions. 

A  copy  from  the  rolls.  .  WM.  F.  GORDON,  Jr., 

C.  H.  D.  ^-  K.  R.  of  Va. 

Mr.  Morehead,  of  Kentucky,  called  the  meeting  to  ordei^,  and  moved 
that  Mr.  J.  C.  AYriglit,  of  Ohio,  be  appointed  temporary  chairman  ;  to  be 
followed  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  a  member  from 
«ach  delegation,  to  be  named  by  such  delegation,  who  should  recommend 
officers  for  a  j)ermanent  organization,  and  should  also  report  rules  for  thd 
government  of  the  body. 

The  motion  to  ajjpoint  Mr.  Wright  was  thereuj)on  put  and  unanimously 
•arried. 

Upon  being  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  Meredith,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Wright  made  a  brief  address  explanatory  of 
the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  expressed  a  hope  and  belief,  that,  as  the 
delegates  present  from  the  several  States  had  assembled  under  the  influence 
©f  the  most  friendly  feelings,  if  they  carried  those  feelings  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  difficulties  which  surround  the  country,  the  result  would  be 
a  Buccess,  earnestl}^  to  be  hoped  for  by  every  lover  of  his  country,  so  as 
to  establish  the  Union,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  existing  Constitution 
•f  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  of  Marjdand,  was  appointed  Sec- 
retary. 

The  following  States  responded  to  the  call  of  their  names — the  list  of 
delegates  to  be  handed  in  to-morrow: 

New  Hampshire,  Ehode  Island,  ISTew  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Indiana. 

Mr.  Meredith,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  as  above  mentioned,  which  was  carried,  and  the 
following  members  named  b}'  their  respective  delegations,  viz: 

New  Hampshire,  Amos  Tuck  ;  Ehode  Island,  William  W.  Hoppin  ;  New 
Jersey,  Joseph  F.  Eandolph;  Pennsjdvania,  Thomas  E.  Franklin;  Dela- 
ware, George  B.  Eodnej^ ;  Maryland,  John  W.  Crisfield  ;  Virginia,  William 
C.  Eives;  North  Carolina,  Thomas  Euffin;  Kentucky,  Charles  A.  Wick- 
liffe ;  Ohio,  Eeuben  Hitchcock;  Indiana,  Godlove  S.  Orth. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
•'clock. 

B.  C.  HOWAED,  Secretary. 
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Washington  City,  February  5,  1861. 

The  Convention  w.is  called  to  order  pursuant  to  adjournment,  by  Mr. 
Wright,  Pi'esident  j9ro  tern. 

The  journal  of  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Thomas  E.  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  that  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  whom  the  credentials  of  members 
should  be  submitted  and  reported  on,  which  was  carried. 

The  President  thereupon  appointed  as  said  committee : 

Mr.  Summers,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Morehead,  of  Xorth  Carolina. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Wicklifib,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee  on  Organization,  made 
a  report,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out  for  the  present,  and  for 
further  consideration,  the  report  which  relates  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  pending  which  a  division  of  the  re- 
port was  called  for;  whereupon  it  was  moved  that  the  Convention  proceed 
to  consider  the  following  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  relating  to 
officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  Convention,  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  organization  of  the  Convention  make 
the  following  report :  They  recommend  that  the  permanent  officers  of  the  Convention  be  a  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary,  and  that  the  Secretary  have  leave  to  appoint  assistants,  not  exceeding  two, 
to  assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  The  committee  report,  for  President,  John  Tyler,  of 
Virginia  ;  Steretary,  Cralts  J.  Wright,  of  Ohio. 

Thereupon  it  was  moved  and  unanimously  agreed,  that  this  part  of  the 
report  be  accepted,  and  the  officers  designated  be  appointed. 

The  President  ^jro  teni.  appointed  Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Meredith^ 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  conduct  President  Tj^ler  to  the  chair. 

President  Tyler,  on  taking  his  seat,  proceeded  to  address  the  Conven- 
tion : 

Gentlemen  :  I  fear  you  have  committed  a  great  error  in  appointing  me  to  the  honorable  posi- 
tion you  have  assigned  me.  A  long  separation  from  all  deliberative  bodies  has  rendtred  the 
rules  of  their  proceedings  unfamiliar  to  me, while  I  should  find  in  my  own  state  of  health,  variable 
and  fickle  as  it  is,  sufficient  reason  to  decline  the  honor  of  bting  your  presiding  officer.  But,  in 
times  like  these,  one  has  but  little  option  left  him.  Personal  considerations  should  weigh  but 
lightly  in  the  balance.  The  country  is  in  danger;  it  is  enough.  One  must  take  the  place  as- 
signed him  in  the  great  work  of  reconciliation  and  adjustment. 

The  voice  of  Virginia  has  invited  her  co-States  to  meet  her  in  council.  In  the  initiation  of 
this  Government  thit  same  voice  was  heard  and  complied  with,  and  the  results  of  seventy  odd 
years  have  fully  attested  the  wisdom  of  the  decisions  then  adopted.  Is  the  urgency  of  her  call 
now  less  great  than  it  was  then  ■?  Our  godlike  fathers  created;  we  have  to  preserve.  They 
built  up  through  their  wisdom  and  patriotism  monuments  which  have  eternized  their  names. 
You  have  before  you,  gentlemen,  a  task  equiilly  grand,  equally  sublime,  quite  as  full  of  glorj 
and  immortality.  You  have  to  snatch  from  ruin  a  great  and  glorious  Confederacy,  to  preserve 
the  Government,  and  to  renew  and  invigorate  the  Constitution.  If  you  reach  the  height  of  this 
great  occision  your  children's  children  will  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed.  I  confess  myself  to  be 
ambitious  of  sharing  in  the  glory  of  accomplishing  this  grand  and  magnificent  result.  To  have 
our  names  enrolled  in  the  capitol,  to  be  repeated  by  future  generations  with  grateful  applause, 
this  is  an  honor  higher  than  the  motmtains,  more  enduring  than  the  monumental  alabaster. 

Yes,  Virginia's  voice,  as  in  the  olden  time,  has  been  heard.  Her  sister  States  meet  her  this  day 
at  the  council  board.  Vermont  is  here,  bringing  with  her  the  memories  of  the  past,  and  reviv- 
ing in  the  memories  of  all  her  Ethan  Alleii  and  his  demand  for  the  surrender  of  Ticonderoga  in 
the  n;ime  of  the  Great  Jehovah  and  the  American  Congress.  New  Hampshire  is  here,  her  fame 
illustrated  by  memorable  annals,  and  still  more  lately  as  the  birth-])lace  of  him  who  won  for 
himself  the  name  of  Defender  of  the  Constitution,  and  who  wrote  that  letter  to  John  Taylor 
which  has  been  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.     Massachusetts  is  not  here.     [Some 
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member  said  she  is  coming.]  I  hope  so,  said  Mr.  Tyler,  and  tliat  she  will  bring  with  her  her 
daughter,  Maine.  I  did  not  believe  it  could  well  be  that  tlio  voice  which  in  other  times  was  so 
familiar  to  her  ears  had  been  addressed  to  her  in  vain.  Cdimecticut  is  here,  and  she  comes,  I 
doubt  not,  in  the  spirit  of  Roger  Shcrmnn,  who^e  name  with  our  very  children  has  become  a 
household  word,  and  who  was  in  life  the  embodiment  of  that  sound  practical  sense  which  befila 
the  great  lawgiver  and  constructor  of  governments.  Rhode  Island,  the  land  of  Roger  Williams, 
J3  here,  one  of  the  two  last  States,  in  her  jealousy  of  the  public  liberty,  to  give  in'her  adhesion 
to  the  Constitution,  and  among  tlie  earliest  to  hasten  to  its  rescue.  The  great  Empire  State  o-f 
New  York,  represented  thus  far  but  by  one  delegate,  is  expected  daily  in  fuller  Ibrce  to  join  in 
the  great  work  of  healing  the  discontents  of  the  times  and  restoring  the  reign  of  fraternal  feel- 
ing. New  Jersey  is  also  here,  with  the  memories  of  the  past  covering  her  all  over.  Trenton 
and  Princeton  live  immortal  in  story,  the  plains  of  the  last  encrimsoncd  with  the  heart's  blood 
of  Virginia's  sons.  Among  her  delegation  I  rc|oice  to  recognize  a  gallant  son  of  a  signer  of  the 
immortal  Declaration  which  announced  to  the  world  that  thirteen  Provinces  had  become  thirteen 
independent  and  sovereign  States.  And  here,  too,  is  Delaware,  the  land  of  the  Bayards  nnd  the 
Rodneys,  whose  soil  at  Brandy  wine  was  moi^ened  by' the  blood  of  Virginia's  youthful  Monroe, 
Here  is  Maryland,  whose  massive  columns  wheeled  into  line  with  those  of  Virg'ina  in  the  contest 
for  glory,  and  whose  State  house  at  Annapolis  was  the  tiieater  of  a  spectacle  of  a  successful 
commander,  who,  after  liberating  his  country,  gladly  ungirthed  his  sword  and  laid  it  down  upon 
the  altar  of  that  country.  Then  comes  Pennsylvania,  rich  in  Revolutionary  lore,  bringing  with 
lier  the  deathless  names  of  Franklin  and  Morris,  and  I  trust  ready  to  renew  from  the" belfry  of 
Independence  Hall  the  chimes  of  the  old  bell  which  announced  freedom  and  independence  in 
former  days.  All  hail  to  North  Carolina,  with  her  Mecklenburg  Declaration  in  her  hand,  stand- 
ing erect  on  the  ground  of  her  probity  and  firmness  in  the  cause  of  the  public  liberty,  and  rep- 
resented in  her  attributes  by  her  Macon,  and  in  this  assembly  by  her  distinguished  son  at  no 
great  distance  from  me.  Four  daughters  of  Virginia  also  cluster  around  the  council  board  on 
the  invitation  of  their  ancient  mothei — the  eldest  Kentucky,  whoso  sons,  under  the  intrepid  war- 
rior. Anthony  Wayne,  gave  freedom  of  settlement  to  the  territory  of  her  sister  Oliio.  She  ex- 
tends her  hand  daily  and  hourly  across  la  hellc  riviere,  to  grasp  the  hand  of  some  one  of  kindred 
blood  of  the  noble  States  of  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  who  have  grown  up  into  powerful 
States,  already  grand,  potent,  and  almost  imperial.  Tennessee  is  not  here,  but  is  coming — pre- 
vented from  being  here  only  by  the  floods  which  have  swollen  her  rivers.  When  she  arrives  she 
will  wear  the  badges  on  her  warrior  crest  of  victories  won,  in  company  with  the  great  West, 
on  many  an  ensanguined  plain,  and  standards  torn  I'rom  the  hands  of  tlie  conquerors  at  Water- 
loo. Missouri  and  Iowa,  and  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota,  still  linger  behind,  but  it 
may  be  hoped  that  their  hearts  are  with  us  in  the  great  work  Ave  have  to  do.  ( 

Gentlemen,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  country  are  turned  to  this  assembly  in  expectation  and  hope. 
I  trust  tliat  you  may  prove  yourselves  worthy  of  the  great  occasion.  Our  ancestors  probably 
committed  a  blunder  in  not  having  fixed  upon  every  fifth  decade  for  a  call  of  a  General  Conven- 
tion to  amend  and  reform  the  Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  made  the  difficulties 
next  to  insurmountable  to  accomplish  amendments  to  an  instrument  which  was  perfect  for  five 
millions  of  people,  but  not  wholly  so  as  to  thirty  millions.  Your  patriotism  will  surmount  the 
diflSculties,  however  great,  if  you  will  but  accomplish  but  one  triumph  in  advance,  and  that  is, 
a  triumph  over  party.  And  what  is  party  when  compared  to  the  task  of  rescuing  one's  country 
from  danger  ?  Do  that,  and  one  long,  loud  shout  of  joy  and  gladness  will  resx)und  throughout 
the  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewinc;.  action  on  the  remainder  of  tlio  report  of  the. 
committee  on  organization  was  postponed  until  Weditesday. 
Mr.  AVicklitfe,  of  Kentucky,  otfered  the  following  resola'tion  : 

Resolved.  That  the  Convention  shall  be  opened  with  prayer,  and  that  the  clergy  of  the  City  of 
Washington  be  requested  to  perform  that  service. 

Which  was  adopted ;  and  at  the  request  of  the  Convention,  the  Eev.  Dr. 
Grurley  ottered  up  prayer. 

The  Convention  being  informed  by  the  President  of  the  tender  hj  the 
Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Washington  of  police  officers  to  attend 
the  sittings  of  the  Convention,  and  protect  the  same  from  intrusion;  and 
also  that  the  hall  now  occupied  had  been  placed  at  the  service  of  the  Con- 
vention; it  was  moved  and  agreed  to,  t'lat  the  same  be  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson^  of  Maryland,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  speech  to  the  Convention  to  be 
made  part  of  this  day's  proceedings,  and  that  the  same  shall  with  the  pra- 
ceedings  of  this  day  be  published^ 
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Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  informed  the  Convention  that  he  had  a  letter  in 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  Iowa,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  of  Ohio,  the  Convention  adjourned  until  12 
o'clock  to-morrow. 


Washington,  February  GtJi,  18G1. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and 
ajiproved. 

Mr.  Summers,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  credentials  of  the  following  gentlemen  from  the  States  hereafter 
enumerated,  have  been  duly  submitted  and  examined  by  your  committee, 
and  approved  by  them,  and  they  Vv'ere  reported  as  members  of  the  Con- 
vention : 

Kew  Hampshire — Amos  Tuck,  Levi  Chamberlain,  Asa  Fowler. 

Vermont — Hiland  Hall,  Levi  Underwood,  II.  Henry  Baxter,  L.  E.  Chit- 
tenden, B.  D.  Harris. 

Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plajitations — Samuel  Ames,  Alexander  Dun- 
can, William  W.  Hoppin,  George  H.  Browne,  Samuel  G.  Arnold. 

Connecticut — Eoger  S.  Baldwin,  Chauncey  F.  Cleveland,  Charles  J.  Mc- 
Curdy,  James  T.  Pratt,  Bobbins  Battell,  Amos  S.  Treat. 

Keio  Jersey — Charles  S.  Olden,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Eobert  F.  Stockton, 
Benjamin  Williamson,  Joseph  F.  Eandolph,  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen, 
Eodman  M.  Price,  William  C.  Alexander,  Thomas  J.  Stryker. 

Pennsylvania — James  Pollock,  William  M.  Meredith,  Thoiuas  White, 
David  Wilmot,  A.  AV.  Loomis,  Thomas  B.  Franklin,  William  McKennan. 

Pelaicare — George  B.  Eodney,  Daniel  M.  Bates,  Henry  Eidgeley,  John 
W.  Houston,  William  Cannon. 

Maryland — John  F.  Dent,  Eeverdy  Johnson,  John  W.  Crisfield,  Augus- 
tus W.  Bradford,  William  T.  Goldsborough,  J.  Dixon  Eoman,  Benjamin  C. 
Howard. 

Virginia — John  Tyler,  William  C.  Eives,  John  W.  Brockenbrough, 
George  W.  Summers,  James  A.  Seddon. 

North  Carolina — George  Davis,  Thomas  Euffin,  David  S.  Eeid,  D.  M. 
Barringer,  J.  M.  Morehead. 

Kentuchy — William  O.  Butler,  James  B.  Clay,  Joshua  F.  Bell,  Charles  S. 
Morehead,  James  Guthrie,  Charles  A.  WicklifTe. 

Ohio — John  C.  Wright,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  William  S.  Groesbeck,  Frank- 
lin T.  Backus,  Ecuben  Hitchcock,  Thonias  Ewing,  V.  B.  Horton. 

Indiana — Caleb  B.  Smith,  Pleasant  A.  Ilackleman,  Godlove  S.  Orth,  E. 
W.  II.  Ellis,  Thomas  C.  Slaughter. 

Iowa — James  Harlan,  James  W.  Grimes,  Samuel  H.  Curtis,  William 
Yandever. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVickliffe,  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  employ 
additional  assistants. 

Mr.  Wickliffe,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Organization,  called  up 
for  consideration  that  part  of  the  report  not  heretofore  agreed  to,  and 
moved  that  the  same  be  adopted. 
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Mr.  Scddon,  of  Yirginia,  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Resolvrxl,  That  no  part  of  the  Journal  be  publif^hed  without  the  order  or  leave  of  the  Conven- 
tSon,  and  that  no  copies  of  the  whole  or  any  part  be  furnished  or  allowed,  except  to  members, 
who  shall  be  privilesjed  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  authorities  or  deliberative  assemblies 
of  their  respective  States,  when  deemed  judicious  or  appropriate  under  their  instructions,  and 
that  nothing  spoken  in  the  house  be  printed  or  otherwise  published;  but  private  communications 
respecting  the  proceedings  and  .lebates,  while  recommended  to  be  with  caution  and  reserve,  ara 
allowed  at  the  discretion  of  each  member. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  and  the  original  report  and  resolution, 
were  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  each  State  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioners 
thereof,  to  be  nominated  to  the  President,  and  to  be  appointed  by  him,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
the  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  other  States  represented,  and  all  propositions 
for  the  adjustment  of  existing  difficulties  between  States,  with  authority  to  report  what  they  may 
deem  right,  necessary,  and  proper  to  restore  harmony  and  preserve  the  Union,  and  that  they 
report  on  or  before  Friday. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  suggested  that  the  resolution  be  so  modified  as  to 
authorize  said  committee  to  sit  during  the  meeting  of  the  Convention; 
which  being  accepted,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  committee  to  carry  into  effect 
that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Eules  and  Org£j,nization,  which 
related  to  obtaining  the  services  of  a  clergyman  to  open  the  proceedinga 
with  praj'er: 

Mr.  Eandolph,  of  'Ne^v  Jersey;  Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Maryland. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention  should  call  in  a  body  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  at  such  time  as  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  to  be  announced  by  tho 
President  of  this  Convention. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  reconsidered  the  resolution  recommitting  the 
rules  of  proceeding  to  the  committee  thereon,  and  agreed  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Wright  called  for  a  division,  and  proposed  that  the  several  rules 
should  be  separately  read,  and,  when  no  objection  was  raised,  they  should 
be  agreed  to;  and  when  objected  to,  should  be  passed  for  subsequent  con- 
sideration. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  rules  hereafter  designated  were  adoi)ted. 

The  remainder  were  recommitted. 

The  rules  adopted  were  as  follows: 

1.  A  Convention  to  do  business  shall  consist  of  the  Commissioners  of  not  less  than  seven 
States;  and  all  questions  shall  be  decided  by  the  greater  number  of  those  which  be  fully  repre- 
•ented.     But  a  less  number  than  seven  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  President  shall  have  taken  the  chair,  and  the  members  their  seats, 
tlie  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  sliall  be  read  ).)y  the  Secretary. 

3.  Every  member  rising  to  speak  shall  address  the  President,  and  while  he  shall  be  speaking 
none  shall  pass  between  them,  or  hold  discourse  with  another,  or  read  a  book,  pamphlet,  or 
paper,  printed  or  manuscript — and  of  two  members  rising  to  speak  at  the  same  time,  the 
President  shall  name  him  who  shall  be  first  heard. 

4.  A  member  shall  not  speak  oftener  than  twice,  without  special  leave,  upon  the  same  question, 
and  not  a  second  time,  before  every  other  who  had  been  silent  shall  have  been  heard,  if  he 
Chooste  to  speak  upon  the  subject. 

5.  A  motion  made  and  seconded,  shall  be  repeated,  and  if  written,  as  it  shall  be  when  any 
member  shall  so  require,  read  aloud,  by  the  Secretary,  before  it  shall  be  debated — and  may  be 
withdrawn  at  any  time  before  the  vote  upon  it  shall  have  been  declared. 


PEACE   CONFERENCE   REPORT.  27 

6.  Orders  of  the  day  shall  be  read  next  after  the  minutes,  and  either  discussed  or  postponed, 
before  any  other  business  shall  be  introduced. 

7.  When  a  debate  shall  arise  upon  a  question,  no  motion,  other  than  to  amend  the  question  to 
eemmit  it,  or  to  postpone  the  debate,  shall  be  received. 

8.  A  question  which  is  complicated  shall,  at  the  request  of  any  member,  be  divided  and  put 
■eparately  upon  the  proposition  of  which  it  is  compounded. 

9.  A  writing  which  contains  any  matter  brought  on  to  be  considered,  shall  be  read  once 
throughout,  for  information,  then  by  paragraphs,  to  be  debated,  and  again  with  the  amendments, 
if  any  made  on  the  sec  nd  reading,  and  afterwards  the  question  shall  be  put  upon  the  whole,  as 
amended,  or  approved  in  the  original  form,  as  the  case  may  be. 

10.  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  unless  oth.erwise  ordered  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

11.  A  member  may  be  called  to  order  by  any  other  member,  as  well  as  by  the  President,  and 
may  be  allowed  to  explain  his  conduct  or  expressions,  supposed  to  be  reprehensible.  And  all 
questions  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President,  without  appeal  or  deliate. 

12.  Upon  a  question  to  adjourn  for  the  day,  which  may  be  made  at  any  time,  if  it  be  seconded, 
the  question  shall  be  put  without  dt-bate. 

13.  When  the  Couvention  shall  adjourn,  every  member  shall  stand  in  his  place  until  the  Pres- 
ident pass  him. 

14.  That  no  member  be  absent  from  the  Convention,  so  as  to  interrupt  the  representation  of 
the  State,  without  leave. 

15.  That  committees  do  not  sit  while  the  Convention  shall  be  or  ought  to  be  sitting,  without 
leave  of  the  Convention. 

16.  That  no  copy  be  taken  of  any  entry  on  the  Journal,  during  the  sitting  of  tlie  Convention, 
without  leave  of  the  Convention. 

17.  That  members  only  be  permitted  to  inspect  the  Journal. 

18.  Mode  of  voting:  All  votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  and  each  State  to  give  one  vote.  The 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  shall  not  be  taken  or  published — only  the  decision  by  States. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  until  Thursday,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Washington  City,  February  7t?t,  1861. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  Convention  was  opened  by  pra_yer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Pync. 

The  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  the  Cth  instant  was 
road,  amended,  and  aj)proved. 

President  Tyler,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Cth  instant,  in 
regard  to  calling  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  caused  to  be  read 
by  the  Secretary  the  following  letter  : 

February  Cth,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  shall  feel  greatly  honored  to  receive  the  gentlemen  composing  the  Conven- 
tion of  Commissioners  from  the  several  States,  on  any  day  ami  at  any  hour  most  convenient  to 
themselves.     I  shall  name  to-morrow,  Thursday,  at  11  or  3  o'clock,  though  any  other  time  would 
be  equally  agreeable  to  me.     I  shall  at  all  times  be  prepared  to  give  them  a  cordial  welcome. 
Yours,  very  respectfully,  .   JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

His  Excellency,  John  Tyler. 

President  Tyler  asked  the  action  of  the  Convention  on  the  subject. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Convention  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  thia 
forenoon,  at  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  Summers,  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  reported  that  the 
oi-edentials  of  the  following  gentlemen  from  the  States  hereafter  enumer- 
ated, had  been  duly  submitted  and  examined,  and  were  approved  by  them  ; 
and  approved  as  members  of  the  Convention : 

New  York — William  E.  Dodge. 

Tennessee — Samuel  Milligan,  Josiah  M.  Anderson,  Eobert  L.  Caruthcrs, 
Thomas  Martin,  Isaac  R.  llawkins,  R.  J.  McKinney,  Alvin  CuUom,  Wm. 
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P.  Hickcrson,  George  W.  Jones,  P.  K.  Zollicoffer,  William  II.  Stephens, 
A.  O.  W.  Totten. 

Illinois — John  Wood,  Stephen  T.  Logan,  John  M.  Palmer,  Burton  C. 
Cook,  Thomas  J.  Turner. 

Which  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Wickliife,  from  the  Committee  on  Organization,  offered  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Secretary  procure  for  the  use  of  the  Convention  the  necessary  stationery; 
and  also  provide  for  such  printing  as  may  be  ordered.  That  the  Journal  up  to  and  including 
this  day's  proceedings,  as  well  as  the  Rules,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Which  was  passed. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  members  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Mr.  Guthrie's  resolution  of  yesterday: 

Wew  IIa)npshi)'e,  Am  Fovfler ;  Vermont,  BLiland  Hall;  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantafions,  Samuel  Ames  ;  Connecticut,  Eoger  S.  Baldwin  ;  JVew 
Jersey,  Peter  D.  Vroom;  Pennsylvajxia,  Thomas  White;  Delaware,  Daniel 
M.  Bates ;  North  Carolina,  Thomas  Euflfin  ;  Kentucky,  James  Guthrie ;  Ohio, 
Thomas  Ewing;  Indiana,  Caleb  B.  Smith;  Illinois,  Stephen  T.  Logan; 
Iowa,  James  Harlan;  Maryland,  Eeverdy  Johnson;  Virgitiia,  James  A. 
Seddon. 

Mr.  Wickliffe,  from  the  Committee  on  Organization,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing : 

20th  Rule.  That  nothing  spoken  in  the  Convention  be  printed  or  otherwise  published  or  com- 
municated without  leave. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 
Convention  then  adjourned. 


Washington  City,  February  8,  1861. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Butler. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Summers,  from  the  Committee- on  Credentials,  made  re2)ort  that  th» 
credentials  of  the  gentlemen  hereafter  named,  and  from  the  States  desig- 
nated, had  been  duly  submitted,  examined,  and  approved  as  members  of 
the  Convention: 

Massachusetts. — John  Z.  Goodrich,  John  M.  Forbes,  Richard  P.  Waters, 
Theophilus  P.  Chandler,  Francis  B.  Crowninshield,  George  S.  Boutwell, 
Charles  Allen. 

JSfew  York. — David  Dudley  Field,  William  Curtis  Noyes,  James  S.  Wads- 
worth,  James  C.  Smith,  Amaziah  B.  James,  Erastus  Corning,  Addison 
Gardiner,  Greene  C.  Bronson,  John  A.  King,  John  E.  Wool. 

Missouri. — John  D.  Coalter,  Alexander  M.  Doniphan,  Waldo  P.  Johnson, 
Aylett  H.  Buckner,  Harrison  Hough. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  additional  members  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Mr.  Guthrie's  resolution:  A.  M.  Doniphan,  of  Missouri;  F.  K. 
Zollicoffer,  of  Tennessee;  David  Dudley  Field,  of  ISTew  York. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  informed  the  Convention  that  the  committee 
of  which  he  was  chairman  could  not  make  re]3ort  this  day,  according  to 
order,  and  asked  further  time. 

Mr.  Cla}^,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  committee  have  until  Mon- 
day next  to  report.     That  delegates  who  should  arrive  from  States  not 
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heretofore  reported,  might  present  their  credentials  to  the  committee 
thereon,  and,  being  accepted,  might  select  and  report  a  member  of  Mr. 
Guthrie's  committee  through  the  Secretary  to  said  committee ;  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellis,  of  Indiana,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  Doorkeeper  from  embarrassment,  the  President 
be  requested  to  issue  carda  of  admission  to  the  members  and  officers  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Hitchcock,  of  Ohio,  asked  of  the  President  his  interpretation  of  the 
rule  of  the  Convention,  heretofore  adopted,  in  regard  to  the  degree  of 
secrecy  required. 

The  President  informed  the  Convention  that,  by  his  interpretation  of 
the  rules,  nothing  which  was  said  or  done  in  the  Convention,  in  reference 
to  any  subject  before  it,  could  be  spoken  of,  or  divulged  to,  any  but  mem- 
bers. 

Adjourned  to  Saturday,  at  12  o'clock. 


Washington  City,  February  9,  1861. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  Convention  w^as  oi)ened  by  prayer  from  the  Eev.  Dr.  Bullock,  of 
Kentucky. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Summers,  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  reported  that  the 
credentials  from  the  gentlemen  hereafter  named  had  been  duly  submitted 
to  them,  examined,  and  api5roved,  and  tliey  were  reported  by  said  com- 
mittee as  delegates  from  the  States  designated,  viz: 

Maine. — William  P.  Fessenden,  Lot  M.  Morrell,  Daniel  E.  Somes,  John 
J.  Perry,  Ezra  B.  French,  Freeman  H.  Morse,  Stephen  Coburn,  Stephen  C. 
Foster. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  announced  as  additional  members  of  the 
committee  on  Mr.  Guthrie's  resolution.: 

Francis  B.  Crowninshield,  Massachusetts. 

Lot  M.  Morrell,  Maine. 

Mr.  Tuck,  of  New  Hampshire,  offered  for  consideration  certain  resolu- 
tions ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  j^resented  certain  resolutions  from  Connecticut, 
and  moved  their  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Eesolutions  ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eandolph,  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  publish 
and  furnish,  for  the  use  of  members,  a  list  of  delegates  to,  and  officers 
of,  this  Convention. 

Convention  adjourned  until  Monday,  at  12  o'clock. 


Washington  City,  February  11,  1861. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gurley. 
The  journal   of   proceedings  of    Saturday  was    read,   araondod,  and 
approved. 
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Ml'.  Guthrie,  from  tlio  Committeo  on  licsolutions,  asked  for  further  time 
to  made  report;  which  was  given. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  from  the  same  committee,  to  w'hom  were  referred  certain 
resolutions  from  Connecticut,  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  resolutions  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  report  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coniraittte,  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  Con- 
vention to  act  upon  any  resolution  purporting  to  emanate  from  any  political  party  whatever,  and 
that  the  member  of  the  Conventioa  by  whom  the  same  were  presented  have  leave  to  withdraw 
the  same. 

The  President  announced  to  the  Convention  that  cards  of  admission  for 
the  members  of  the  Convention  upon  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives had  been  sent  to  him  by  the  Door-keeper,  and  which  the  Secretary 
AYOuld  deliver  to  the  members  who  would  call  for  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chase,  it  was  resolved  that  any  propositions  or  reso- 
lutions which  any  member  desired  to  have  considered,  and  which  under 
the  rule  passed  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  Propositions,  might 
be  presented  to  said  committee  tlirough  the  Secretary,  without  being  pre- 
sented in  Convention. 

Convention  adjourned  until  Wednesday  next,  12  o'clock. 


Washington  City,  February  13, 1861. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  b}^  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards. 

The  journal  of  Monday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  from  the  Commmittee  on  Resolutions  and  ProiJOsitions, 
asked  until  Friday  to  make  report. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seddon,  of  Virginia,  asked  permission  of  the  Convention  to  com- 
municate to  the  authorities  of  Virginia  the  state  oi^  proceedings  in  Con- 
vention and  Committee. 

Mr.  Barringer,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  any  State  represented  in  this  Convention,  upon  their 
joint  ap[>lication,  have  leave  to  communicate  to  the  Legislature,  Governor,  or  Convention  of  said 
State,  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  or  so  much  thereof  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Which  being  seconded  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Seddon, 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  of  JSTew  Jersey,  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  : 

But  not  to  communicate  what  has  transpired  in  the  Committee,  before  said  Committee  has  re- 
ported to  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seddon,  the  amendment  and  the  resolution  were  laid 
on  the  table,  subject  to  call  after  Friday. 
Convention  adjourned  to  Friday,  12  o'clock. 


Washington  City,  February  14f7i.  1861. 

The  Convention  met  in  special  session,  pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hall. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary,  Crafts  J.  Wright,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes: 


PEACE   CONFERENCE   REPORT.  81 

WiLLARDs'  Hotel,  Washington  Citt,    ) 
February  13tli,  ItGl.  \ 
Hon.  John  Tvler,  President  of  Conference  Convention: 

^^Dear  Sir  :  I  grieve  to  communicate  to  you  tbe  fact  that  the  delegate  from  Ohio  to  this  Con- 
ference Coiiveiiiioii,  the  Hon.  John  C.  Wright,  departed  this  life  this  day,  the  13th  of  Februarys 
at  lialf-past  one  o'clock. 

Judge  Wright  came  to  this  Convention  with  a  heart  filled  with  fear  for  the  safety  of  the  Union. 
Though  at  an  advanced  age,  and  nearly  blind,  he  was  tilled  with  an  earnest  de.sire  to  add  his 
efforts  to  that  of  others  of  the  Convention  Ciilled  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  seek  to  agree  on 
Bonie  measures,  honorable  to  each  and  all,  to  etfect  the  object.  Since  the  arrival  of  my  father  in 
Wasliington,  he  has  been  constant  in  his  efforts  to  effect  the  end  in  view,  and  he  has  had  his  hear* 
cheered  with  the  belief  that  the  object  would  be  accomplished.  Almost  the  last  words  he  uttered 
were,  that  he  believed  the  Union  would  be  preserved.  He  desired  me  to  say,  if  the  Union  was 
eaved,  he  would  die  content.  He  called  me  to  read  to  him  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  sections  in  tbe 
Constitution  in  regard  to  counting  the  votes,  and  this  request,  and  this  reading,  terminated  his 
knowledge  on  earth.  »  * 

In  this  desire  of  my  father  to  do  what  he  could,  he  pressed  me  to  accompany  him  on  account 
of  his  blindness.  Since  the  Convention  honored  me  with  the  appointment  of  Secretary,  he  re- 
quired of  mc  a  promise  that  I  would  not  leave  the  position.  When  I  read  the  section  of  th» 
Constitution  to  him,  he  required  me  then  to  leave  him  for  tlie  Convention.  Whatever  my  per- 
sonal feelings  may  be,  I  deem  the  pledge  made  sacred.  I  therefore  ask  that  I  may  have  leave 
of  absence,  until  I  carry  the  remains  home  to  Ohio  and  return  to  my  duty. 

Respectfully,  CRAFTS  J.  WRIGHT. 

P.  S. — J.  Henry  Puleston  will  act  for  me  in  my  absence. 

The  President  informed  the  Convention  thnt  the  request  of  the  Secretary 
had  been  complied  with. 

The  President  asked  what  action  the  Convention  proposed  to  take  on 
the  subject  for  which  they  had  been  specially  assembled. 

The  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  then  said : 

Mr.  President,  since  we  assembled  yesterday  in  this  Hall  it  has  pleased  God  to  remove  one  of 
our  number  from  all  participation  in  the  concerns  of  earth.  It  is  aiy  painful  duty  to  announce 
to  the  Convention  that  John  C.  Wright,  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  Ohio,  is  no  more. 
Full  of  years,  honored  by  the  contidence  of  the  people,  rich  in  large  experience  and  ripened 
wisdom,  and  devoted  in  all  his  affections  and  all  his  powers  to  his  country,  and  his  whole  coun- 
try, he  has  been  called  from  our  midst  at  the  very  moment  when  the  prudence  and  patriotism  of 
his  counsels  seemed  most  needed.     Such  are  the  mysterious  ways  of  Divine  Providence  ! 

Judge  Wright  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  on  the  10th  of  August,  ITt^-l.  The 
death  of  his  parents  made  him  an  orphan  in  infancy;  and  he  had  little  to  depend  upon  in  youth 
and  early  manhood,  save  his  own  energies  and  God's  blessing. 

He  was  married,  while  young,  to  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Collier,  of  Litchfield,  and  for  several 
yeai's  after  resided  at  Troy,  New  York. 

When  about  twenty-six  years  old,  he  removed  to  Steubenville,  in  Ohio,  where  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  the  law,  and  rapidly  rose  to  distinction  in  the  profession. 

In  l'2'2,  he  was  elected  a  Representative  in  Congress,  where  he  became  the  associate  and 
friend  of  Clay  and  of  Webster,  and  proved  himself,  on  many  occasions,  worthy  of  their  associa- 
tion and  friendship. 

After  serving  several  terms  in  Congress,  he  was  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio, 
and,  in  lti'34,,  removed  fi-om  Steubenville  to  the  city  of  Cinciui\ati.  Resigning  his  stat  soon 
afterwards,  he  resumed  the  labors  of  the  bar,  and  ever  zealous  for  the  improvement  and  elevation 
of  the  profession,  established,  in  association  with  others,  the  Cincinnati  law  school. 

In  1840,  upon  the  dying  request  of  Charles  Hammond,  the  veteran  editor  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gazette,  Judge  Wright  assumed  the  editorial  control  of  that  journal,  and  retained  that  position 
until  impaired  vision,  in  1853,  admonished  him  of  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  from  labors  too 
Bevere. 

Tlienceforward  engaged  in  moderate  labors,  surrounded  by  affectionate  relatives,  enjoying  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  manifesting  always  the  liveliest  concern  in 
whatever  related  to  the  welfare  andhouor  of  his  State  and  his  country,  he  lived  in  tranquil  retire- 
ment, until  called  by  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Senate,  to  take  part  in 
the  deliberations  of  this  Conference  Convention. 

It  was  but  a  just  tribute,  sir,  to  his  honored  age,  illustrated  by  abilities,  by  virtues,  and  by 
cervices,  tliat  he  was  unanimously  selected  as  its  temporary  president.  His  interest  in  the  great 
purpose  of  our  assembling  was  profound  and  earnest.  His  labors  to  promote  an  auspicious  result 
of  its  deliberations  were  active  and  constant.  And  when  fatal  disease  assailed  his  life,  and  hia 
enfeebled  powers  yielded  to  its  virulence,  his  last  utterances  were  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union. 
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Mr.  President,  Judge  Wright  was  my  friend.  His  approval  cheered  and  encouraged  my  own 
humble  labors  in  the  service  of  the  State.  Pardon  ine  if  I  mingle  private  with  public  grief.  He 
has  gone  from  his  last  great  labor.  He  was  not  permitted  to  witness,  upon  earih,  the  result  of 
the  niissii:n  upon  which  lie  and  his  associates,  who  here  mourn  his  loss,  were  sent.  God  grant, 
sir,  that  it  miy  fulfill  his  v/ish!  God  grant  that  the  clouds  which  now  darken  over  us  may 
speedily  disperse,  and  that  through  generous  counsels  and  patriotic  labors,  guided  by  that  good 
Providence  which  directed  our  fathers  in  its  original  formation,  the  Union  of  our  States  may  bo 
more  than  ever  firmly  cemented  and  established. 

Mr.  President,  I  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  in  the  death  of  our  late  venerable  colleague,  the  Hon.  John  G.  Wright,  we 
mourn  the  los«,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  the  nation  at  large,  of  one  of  our  most  .sagacious 
statesmen  and  distinguished  patriots;  and  to  the  cause  of  Union  and  conciliation,  one  of  its  most 
illustrious  supporters. 

Remhed,  That  while  we  deplore  with  saddened  hearts  the  afTlietion  with  which  an  Allwise 
Providence  has  visited  us,  we  know  that  no  transition  from  life  to  imiiortality  could  have  been 
more  crateful  to  him  who  has  fallen  than  this,  in  which  his  life  has  been  offered  a  willing  sacrifice 
in  an  effort  to  restore  harmony  to  his  distracted  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Convention  tender  their  heartfelt  sympathies  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased  in  this  their  great  affliction. 

Resolved,  Tliat  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  this  body,  and  a  copy  of  the 
same  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  Hon.  Charles  A.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions,  and  said  : 

Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  tender  my  most  cordial  sanction  and  second  to  the  resolutions  which 
have  just  been  read. 

Mr.  Wright  and  myself  entered  the  councils  of  this  nation  thirty-seven  years  ago.  We  served 
together  during  a  period  when  party  excitement  ran  high  upon  questions  more  of  a  personal  than 
a  constitutional  character.  I  can  bear  witness  not  only  to  his  ability,  but  to  his  personal  integ- 
rity, and  his  purity  of  political  action  through  our  term  of  service  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. I  have  seldom  met  him  since  we  separated  at  the  termination  of  his  service  and  mine  in 
that  body,  which  occurred  at  pretty  near  the  same  period;  but  whenever  I  have  met  him,  I  have 
found  him  the  same  stern  advocate  of  the  Union,  and  of  constitutional  liberty.  I  rejoiced, 
therefore,  when  I  found  him  in  this  hall  on  the  day  we  first  assembled  here.  I  knew  his  conser- 
vative disposition  and  principles,  and  I  promised  myself  that  with  his  aid  I  could  be  more  useful 
to  my  country  and  to  my  State  than  without  him.  In  conversing  with  him  upon  the  difHculties 
which  now  divide  and  distract  our  common  country,  I  found  him  ready  and  wi!linc->  conscientiously 
and  patriotically,  to  do  that  which  I  thought  that  portion  of  the  country  which  I  represent  has  a 
right  to  demand  and  expect  of  those  who  represent  a  different  portion  of  our  Union.  And  if  my 
friend  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Chase.)  and  his  colleagues  will  permit  me  to  mingle  my  sorrow  at  the 
public  loss,  I  will  say  nothing  of  the  private  bereavement  of  the  family  of  our  deceased  colleague. 
I  leave  him  to  his  country,  and  to  you,  with  this  testimony  which  1  leave  to  his  memory — his 
honesty  of  purpose  and  his  patriotic  love  of  country 

The  Hon.  A.  "W.  Loomis,  of  Pennsylvania,  said : 

Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  mingle  my  sincere  regrets  with  those  of  the  members  of  this  assem- 
blage at  the  sad  and  unexpected  occurrence  which  deprived  us  of  an  able,  experienced,  and 
patriotic  associate.  My  relations  with  the  deceased  were,  for  many  years,  probably  more  intimate 
than  those  which  existed  between  him  and  any  other  member  of  this  Convention.  Forty  years 
have  elapsed  since  I  first  made  his  acquaintance.  He  was  then  in  full,  active,  and  extensive 
practice;  a  learned  lawyer,  an  accomplished,  skillful,  and  successful  advocate.  During  the 
succeeding  year  I  came  to  the  bar,  and  resided  and  practiced  in  the  same  judicial  circuit  with 
our  departed  friend.  For  many  years  the  most  kind  and  intimate  relations  existed  between  us, 
Bometimes  colleagues,  but  usually  opponents.  So  kind  and  genial  was  his  nature,  so  fair  and 
liberal  his  practice,  that  during  our  entire  intercourse  not  an  unkind  word  was  uttered,  and,  so 
far  as  I  know  or  believe,  not  an  unpleasant  feeling  existed  in  the  bosom  of  either. 

Though  not  gifted  with  the  highest  order  of  eloquence,  he  was  clear,  distinct,  and  persuasive. 
His  style  of  speaking  resembled  not  the  babbling  brook  or  the  dashing  cataract,  but  usually  the 
limpid  stream,  gliding  gracefully  amid  fields  and  fruits  and  flowers,  though  sometimes  assuming 
the  power  and  proportions  of  the  majestic  river,  cutting  its  sure  and  certain  way  to  the  mighty 
ocean. 

His  professional  position,  his  kindness  of  heart,  and  genial  humor,  made  him  an  object  of  high 
respect  and  warm  regard  among  his  professional  brethren.  And  now,  sir,  as  memory  passes  in 
review  the  happy  hours  and  pleasant  incidents  which  marked  our  social  and  professional  inter- 
course, the  smitten  heart  shrinks  in  sadness  and  sorrow  from  the  contemplation  of  our  bereave* 
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R>eTit.     He  adorned,  sir,  the  bar,  the  bench,  and  the  halls  of  legislation.      He  discharged,  in  all 
the  relation?*  of  life,  his  obigatL  ms  with  fidelity.     Of  hira  it  might  be  truly  said  : 

His  life  hath  flowed  a  sacred  stream,  in  whose  calm  depth 
The  benutiful  ai  i  pur'i  abme  arc  mirrored  ; 
Which.  1  hough  s  iipcs  of  ill  may  h(jver  o'er  the  surface. 
Glides  iu  light,  aid  takes  no  shadows  from  them. 

But,  sir,  the  ^reat  crowning  virtue  and  glory  of  his  life  was  his  acceptance  of  the  missioa 
which  broufiht  him  here.  Tliough  whitened  by  the  frosts  of  nearly  eighty  winters,  neither  lofty 
mountains  nor  intervening  spac-e  could  restrain  his  patriotic  heart  from  a  prompt  response  to  the 
call  of  his  country  to  mingle  his  influence  in  a  sincere  and  sacred  effort  to  save  the  Constitution 
and  perpetuate  the  Union.  He  accepted  the  great  trust;  he  mingled  in  oiu-  deliberations,  and 
has  fallen  in  the  discharge  of  his  duly.  He  has  justly  earned  a  title  to  the  gratitude  and  respect 
of  his  country.  May  we  not,  sir,  fondly  hope  that  he,  who  was  called  from  the  discharge  of  such 
duties  to  the  presence  of  his  God,  has  passed  from  the  sorrows  of  earth  to  the  happiness  of 
Heaven,  and  to  the  full  fruition  of  joys  pure,  perfect,  and  eternal  ? 

The  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  said: 

I  rise  to  hew  my  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.  I  have  known  him  long 
On  my  first  entrance  into  active  life,  the  bar,  I  found  him»  an  able  and  distinguished  member" 
Since  that  time  down  to  the  present  day,  he  has  been  largely  associated,  in  mind  and  person,' 
with  all  the  acts  and  progress,  professional  and  political,  of  my  life.  I  feel  his  loss  intensely.; 
and  I  fetl  it  with  more  regret,  because  I  know  that  on  this  occasion  his  voice  would  have  been 
potential  in  our  counsels,  and  would  have  been  united  with  all  of  us,  who  labor  most  earnestly 
for  the  prei^ervation  of  tlie  Union. 

I  tender  my  sympathies  to  the  family  of  the  deceased.  I  unite  with  them  in  their  regrets,  and 
in  their  hopes  of  the  happy  future  to  which  he  may  have  attained. 

The  Hon.  William  C.  Eives,  of  Virginia,  said: 

Though  wholly  unprepared  to  say  anything  worthy  of  the  solemnity  of  this  occasion,  T  ft^e 
that  I  should  be  wanting,  sir,  in  that  sentiment  of  respect  which  is  due  to  the  character  of  a 
distinguished  citizen,  if  I  were  not  to  add  to  what  has  been  so  eloquently  spoken  by  others  a  few 
words  of  personal  recollection  in  regard  to  our  deceased  friend,  Juilge  Wright.  It  so  happened 
that  we  entered  the  public  councils  of  the  coumry  at  the  same  moment,  and  continued 
in  them  for  the  same  period  of  time.  It  is  now  just  thirty-seven  years  since  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Judge  VViigh:,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Spates.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  there  were  giants  in  those  days.  My  honor  ible 
friend  from  Kentucky,  (Governor  VVickliii'e,)  who  has  already  so  feelingly  addressed  the  Con- 
vention, will  recollect  that  on  the  roll  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  that  time  srood  the 
names  of  Webster  and  Everett,  of  Oakley  and  of  Storrs,  of  Sergeant  and  of  Hemphill,  of  Lewis 
McLane,  of  the  immortal  Cliy,  and  Barbour,  and  Randall,  and  other  gentlemen  known  to  fame, 
from  th€  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  this  body,  and  Livingston,  of  Louisiana, 
McDuifie,  and  fLimiUon,  of  South  Carolina,  and  other  gentlemen  who,  on  the  spur  of  the  occa- 
sion, I  am  not  now  able  to  recall,  but  whose  names  will  forever  shine  upon  the  rolls  of  theh- 
couniry's  glory.  And  yet  in  that  body  Judge  Wright,  then  in  the  maturity  of  his  powers,  though 
not  previously  known  to  the  nation,  vindicated  an  ef|ual  rank  in  debate  with  those  gentlemen 
whose  names  I  have  mentioned.  Sir,  I  shall  never  forget  with  what  earnestness,  with  what  man- 
liness, with  what  integrity,  with  what  ability,  he  ever  uttered  his  convictions  of  public  duty, 
whatever  they  were,  in  that  consecrated  hall. 

After  reiuaining  there,  I  think,  for  six  years,  he  retired  to  his  own  State  for  the  purpose  of 
assuming  the  duties  of  a  highly  important  and  dignified  office,  which  was  soon  followed  by  his 
retirement  into  the  bosom  of  private  life,  where  he  met  a  rich  and  ample  solace  for  the  storms  of 
his  public  career.  He  was  followed  there  by  the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  throughout  the 
country,  and  the  confidence  of  his  own  State,  as  we  have  recently  seen,  by  his  being  called  from 
that  honorable  retirement  to  take  part  in  the  grave  and  solemn  duties  of  this  assembly.  Sir,  he 
came  among  us  in  obedience  to  the  solemn  call  of  patriotic  duty,  at  a  most  exigent  and  distress- 
ing period  in  our  national  annals.  He  came  here  on  an  errand  of  peace,  in  the  spirit  of  peace 
and  conciliation.  Such  was  the  feeling  entertained  towards  him  by  the  whole  of  this  assembly, 
that  without  the  slightest  preconcert,  so  far  as  I  know,  he  was  invited  by  general  consent  to  preside 
during  the  preliminary  stages  of  the  organization  of  this  Convention.  I  had  the  opportunity, 
from  time  to  time,  of  private  conversation  with  the  aged  statesman.  I  found  no  member  of  the 
assembly  1  met  here — and,  indeed,  I  have  found  nowhere  any  citizen  of  this  wide  Keinddic  of 
ours— whose  heart  was  more  deeply  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  of  peace,  of  that  spirit 
whica  was  so  solemnly  and  impressively  uttered  in  his  last  prayer,  "  May  the  Union  be  pre- 
served." Sir,  it  is  not  given  to  mortal  mm  to  choose  the  manner  of  his  death;  but  if  siuli  were 
the  privilege  accorded  to  any  human  being,  what  more  glorious  end  could  he,ap[)reciating  a  true 
fame,  covet  than  that  which  has  been  the  lot  of  our  departed  friend  !  Sir,  I  speak  what  I  feel, 
and  I  dare  say  I  express  a  sentiment  which  has  impressed  itself  upon  many  other  bosoms  in  thia 
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assembly,  when  I  say  thatliis  sudden  death  in  tl)e  midst  of  our  deliberations,  seems  to  mc  to  exalt- 
in  some  de;!;ree,  to  cmonize — our  lubors.  Tliis  visible  manifestation  of  the  hfiiid  of  God  among 
us  brinj;s  ns  in  the  immediate  presence  of  those  solemn  responsibilities  which  attach  themselves 
to  the  discharge  of  our  duties  here.  I  doubt  not  that  every  member  of  this  assembly  is  already 
deeply  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  those  duties,  and  I  feel  convinced  that  there  arc  few,  if 
any,  in  this  assembly,  who  would  not  lay  down  their  Heeting  and  feverish  existence,  and  (bllow 
our  decea-^ed  brother  to  his  final  account,  if  by  doing  so  tliey  could  restore  peace  and  harmony  to 
this  glorious    Republic  of  ours. 

It  does  not  become  me  to  make  any  professions  of  devotion  to  my  countrj' — to  my  whole 
Comitry  !  But  this  I  will  say,  in  the  spirit  of  the  last  pr;iyer  of  ray  friend,  that  I  should  regard 
my  poor  life,  such  as  it  is,  a  cheap  purchase — the  cheapest  imaginable  purch;ise — for  that  great 
boon  to  our  country,  the  restoration  of  its  peace,  of  its  harmony,  of  its  unity,  of  its  ancient  con- 
federattd  strength  and  glory. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolutions  were  itnanimously  adopted. 

The  body  of  Mr.  Wright  was  then  brought  into  the  hall,  preceded  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  who  read  the  impressive  funeral  service  of  the  Episco- 
j)al  Church.  A  number  of  the  members  of  the  family,  and  of  the  friends 
of  the  deceased,  were  present  during  the  services.  The  funeral  cortege 
proceeded  from  the  hall  to  the  depot  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  raih'oad.'-^ 

The  following  geutlemen  acted  as  pall-bearers  on  the  occasion: 

Mr.  EVVING,  Mr.  CHaSE, 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK,  Mr.  LOOMIS, 

Mr.  backus.  Mr.  GROE^BECK, 

Mr.  VVOLGOTT,  Mr.  STANTON, 

Mr.  SHBRMAN,  Mr.  HARLAN, 

Mr.  VIN  YON,  Mr.  GURLEY. 

13y  resolution  of  the  Committee,  the  proceedings  were  reported  iu  full, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

♦FUNERAL  SERVICES  OF  HON.  JOHN  C.  WRIGHT. 

Cincinnati,  Fehrunry  1~,  1^61. 
The  funeral  of  the  late  •Tudae  Wright  was  very  largely  attended  yesterday  afternoon,  friiui  his  resi- 
dence on  west  Sixth  stre-^t.    The  funeral  service  of  the  Episcopn,!  Church  was  read  by  Rev.  Dr.  Green- 
leaf,  Reotor  of  St.  Pud's,  of  which  the  deceased  was  a  rasmber.    The  remains  were  inclosed  in  a 
double  mahogany  coffij,  on  the  lid  of  which  was  a  silver  place  with  the  inscription  '• 

'•  J  O  H  N  C.  W  R I  G  H  T , 
Born  /Vug.  10.  17W. 
DiEoFeb.  13, 18G1." 

In  consequence  of  the  largo  attendance  the  coffin  was  placed  on  the  pavement  in  front  of  the  resi- 
dence, and  the  members  of  the  bar.  railroad  men,  and  citizens,  form 'd  in  procession,  passed  by  and 
took  a  last  look  at  the  face  with  whieh  th  -y  had  b  ;on  so  long  familiar.  The  coffin,  covered  with  a  olack 
■velvet  pa!!,  was  placed  in  a  hearse  and  conveyed  to  the  dv-pot  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton,  and  Dayboa 
Railroad,  followed  by  earri^tgi.'s  with  relations  and  friends,  The  pall-bearers  were  : 
NI^'HOl.  V^  bONGWORTH,  Esq.,  JrnGE  ESTE, 

JrixiK  i;KViTT,  Ji-DOE  STORER, 

CilAitMlS  STETSON.  Esq.,  CHAKLKS  I-OX.Esq., 

ADA  .1  liII)l>I>I-:.E-q  ,  E.  S.  HAIVKS.Eq.. 

V.  VV'OKTIIINGTON,  Esq.,  GEORGE  CARLISLE,  Esq., 

JOHN  P.  FOOTE.  Esq. 

Arrived  at  the  depot,  the  remains  were  plaesd  in  the  front  car  of  a  special  train  of  nine  cars,  in 
eharge  of  Mr.  Potter,  conductor.  The  train  moved  to  the  sacred  resting  place  of  the  dead,  slowly,  as 
beeira?  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion.  Another  hearse  and  can-inges  had  been  provided  at  the 
.grouuds,  and  the  procession  wound  its  way  through  the  avenues  towards  the  vault,  where  the  services 
were  concluded,  and  with  the  words,  "earth  to  earth,  dust  to  dust,"  were  committed  to  tho  tomb  all 
that  was  earthly  of  him  who  was  so  honored  in  life  and  lamented  iu  death. 

FURTHER  OF  THE  ILLNESS  AND  DEATH  OF  .JUDGE  WRIGHT. 
Dr.  Miller,  of  Wialiington,  the  phy-iician  in  attendance  up  m  Hon.  .lohn  C.  Wright  daring  his  last 
illness  in  that  place,  states  that  ^lr.  Wright  had  been  laboring  under  chronic  bronchitis  for  many 
years  ;  that  he  had  taken  cold,  which  terminated  in  elFusion  in  the  lungs,  and  that  he  was  unable  to 
throw  oflf  the  fluid  which  accumulated,  on  account  of  paralysis  of  the  lungs.  The  result  was  sutfoca- 
tion. 

•Tirlg-;  Wright  was  entirely  conscious  to  within  a  few  hours  of  his  death.  At  ten  o'clock  Wednesday 
nnraing  last,  he  received  a  letter  from  his  wife,  and,  it  having  been  read  to  him,  he  struggled  to  sit  up 
to  r?ply  to  it,  but  found  himself  un:ibla  to  do  so.  Atcloven  o'clock, seeming  revived,he  called  upon  his 
son  to  bring  and  rea<l  to  him  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  repeated  that  part  pertaining  to  the  count- 
ing of  the  V  (tes  for  President  and  Vice  President,  in  the  performanee  of  the  duty  under  which  he  sup- 
>i5;d  th  J  two  houses  of  Congress  to  be  then  eng.igjd.  At  twelve  o'clock  he  urged  his  son,  with  other 
riends,  to  leave  liim  for  the  Convention,  and  at  the  sam  j  time  exacted  a  premise  from  his  son,  that,  if 
he  should  b.icompjil^  1  to  attend  his  body  home,  he  would  at  once  return  and  resume  his  duties  as  See- 
retary  of  the  Convention, — Cincinnati  Gazette. 


I 


PEACE   CONFERENCE   REPORT.  35 

Washington  City,  February  15,  1861. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

President  Tjler  in  the  chair. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Eev.  Mr.  Eenner. 

The  Journals  of  the  13th  and  the  special  session  of  the  14th  were  read 
ftnd  ajiproved. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  communication  from  Horatio 
Stone,  extending  an  invitation  to  members  of  the  Convention  to  visit  hi« 
Studio;  M'hich  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  presented  to  the  Convention  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives,  tendering  admission  to  the  floor  of  the  House  to  members 
of  the  Convention  ;  in  accordance  with  which  cards  of  admission  had  been 
Bent. 

The  President  also  presented  a  letter  from  J.  E.  Sands,  proffering  to  th« 
Convention  some  flags  with  historical  reminiscences,  to  be  placed  in  this 
hall  during  its  session;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Also  a  communication  from  Horatio  G.  "Warner,  which  was  received,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Summers,  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  presented  a  telegraiih 
dispatch  from  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  appointing  C.  P.  Wolcott  a  commis- 
eioner  in  the  place  of  John  C.  Wright,  deceased. 

Mr.  Wolcott's  name  was  entered  on  the  list  of  members. 

Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana,  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  rules  sixteen  (16)  and  eighteen  (18)  of  this  Convention  be,  and  the  same  ar« 
hereby,  re-ciiided. 

Reiolved,  That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  grant  cards  of  admission  to  reporters  of 

the  press  not  exceeding in  number,  which  shall  entitle  them  to  seats  on  the  floor  of  tk« 

Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  reportini^  its  proceedings. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  be  admitted  to  the  floor  of  this  Convention,  except  the  memberg, 
officers,  or  reporters. 

After  discussion  by  Messrs.  AVickliffe  and  Orth,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pan- 
dolph,  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  from  the  Committee  of  one  from  each  State,  made  a  report, 
and  submitted  the  following  proposed  amendments  of  the  Constitution: 

Article  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  not  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the 
Cherokee  treaty  grant,  north  of  a  line  from  east  to  we.-t,  on  tlie  parallel  of  36  degrees  .'iO  niin- 
lUes,  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  prohibited  whilst 
it  shall  be  under  a  Territorial  government;  and  in  all  the  territory  south  of  said  line,  the  status  of 
persons  owing  service  or  labor  as  it  now  exists  shall  not  be  changed  by  law  while  such  territorT 
shall  be  under  a  Territorial  government;  and  neither  Congress  nor  the  Territorial  governmen* 
ehall  have  p(jwer  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  to  said  territory  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  in- 
voluntary service,  within  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  or  usages  of  the  State  from 
which  such  persons  may  be  taken,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  out  of  said  relations,  which 
ehall  be  subject  to  judicial  co<jnizance  in  the  federal  courts,  according  to  the  common  law;  and 
when  any  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Congress  may  prescribe, 
ehall  contain  a  population  required  for  a  member  of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  federal 
ratio  of  i-epresentation,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  th« 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  tlie  original  States,  with  or  without  involuntary  service  or  labor, 
as   the  constiiution  of  such  new  State  may  provide. 

Article  2.  Territory  shall  not  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  unless  by  treaty;  nor,  except 
for  naval  and  commercial  stations  and  depots,  unless  such  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  four  lifthi 
of  all  members  of  the  Senate. 

Articlk  vi.  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor  any  amendment  thereof,  shall  be  construed  to  give 
Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control,  with.n  any  St-ite  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  the  relation  established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persons  bound  to 
labor  or  involiuitary  service  therein,  nor  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  without  the  consent  of  Maryland  and  without  the  consent  of  the  owners, 
or  making  the  owners  who  do  not  consent  just  compensation;  nor  the  power  to  inteifere  with  oi 
prohibit  Representatives  and  others  from  bringing  with  them  to  tho  city  of  Washington,  retain* 
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ing,  and  taking  away,  persons  so  bound  to  labor;  nor  the  potver  to  interfere  widi  or  abolish 
involuntary  seivice  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  within  those 
Btates  and  Territories  where  the  same  is  established  or  recognized;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  removal  or  transjiortation,  by  land,  sea,  or  river,  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  ser- 
vice in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  thereof  where 
it  is  established  or  recognizeil  by  law  or  usage;  and  the  riglit  during  transportation  of  touching 
at  ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist.  Nor  shall  Congress 
have  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  bound  to  labor  than  on  land. 

Article  4.  The  tliird  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Coustitu- 
tiou  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States,  by  appropriate  legislation,  and  through 
the  action  of  tlieir  judicial  and  ministerial  officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from 
labor  to  the  person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Article  5.  The  foreign  slave  trade  and  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States  aad 
their  Territories,  from  places  beyond  the  present  limits  thereof,  are  forever  prohibited. 

Article  6.  Tiie  first,  second,  third,  and  fifth  articles,  together  with  this  article,  of  these 
amendments,  and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  firs';  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof,  shall  not  be 
amended  or  abolished  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

Article  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  the 
full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all  c.^ses  where  the  marshal  or  other  officer,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation,  or  when, 
after  arrest,  such  fugitive  was  rescued  by  Ibrce,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and  obstructed 
iu  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  such  fugitive. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  the  following  report . 

The  undersigned,  comprising  a  part  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  of  one  from  each  State, 
"^0  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia  and  tlie  other 
Ctates  represented,  and  all  propositions  for  the  a(ijustment  of  existing  differences  batween  the 
(States,  with  authority  to  report  what  they  deem  right,  necessary,  and  proper  to  restore  harmony 
and  preserve  the  Union,  and  report  thereon,  entered  upon  the  duties  of  tlie  committee  with  an  anx- 
ious desire  that  they  might  be  able  to  unite  in  the  recommendation  of  some  plan  which,  on  due 
deliberation,  should  seem  best  adapted  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  Government 
•f  the  United  States,  and,  at  the  same  time,  secure  to  the  people  of  every  section  that  perfect 
equality  of  right  to  which  they  are  eutitled. 

Convened,  as  we  are,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly  of  chat  State,  with  an  accompanying  expression  of  the  deliber- 
ate opinion  of  tliat  body  that,  unless  the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the  States  shall 
be  satisfactorily  adjusted,  a  permanent  dissolution  of  the  Union  is  inevitable;  and,  being  earn- 
estly desirous  of  an  adjustment  thereof,  in  concurrence  with  Virginia,  in  the  spirit  in  wliich  the 
Constitution  was  originally  formed,  and  consistently  with  its  principles,  so  as  to  afford  to  the  peo- 
ple of  all  the  States  adequate  security  for  all  their  rights,  the  attention  of  the  undersigned  was 
necessarily  led  to  the  consideration  of  the  extent  and  equality  of  our  powers,  ami  to  the  propri- 
ety and  expediency,  under  existing  circumstances,  of  a  recommendation  by  this  Conference  Con- 
Tention  of  any  specific  action  by  Congress,  whether  of  ordinary  legislation,  or  in  reference  to 
constitutional  amendments  to  be  proposed  by  Congress  on  its  own  responsibility  to  the  States. 

A  portion  of  the  members  of  this  Convention  are  delegated  by  the  Legislatures  of  their 
respective  States,  and  are  required  to  act  under  their  supervision  and  control,  while  others  are 
the  representatives  only  of  the  Executives  of  their  States,  and,  having  no  opportunity  of  con- 
Bulting  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  can  only  act  on  their  individual  responsi- 
bility. 

Among  the  resolutions  and  propositions  suggesting  modes  of  adjustment  appropriate  to  this 
occasion  which  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee,  were  the  resolutions  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky  recommending  to  her  sister  States  to  unite  with  her  in  an  application  to  Congress 
for  the  calling  of  a  convention  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  for  proposing  amend- 
ments thereto. 

The  undersigned,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  resolution,  and  others  which 
have  been  herein  indicated,  is  of  opinion  that  the  mode  of  adjustment  by  a  general  convention, 
as  proposed  by  Kentucky,  is  the  one  which  affords  the  best  assurance  of  an  adjustment  accepta- 
ble to  the  people  of  every  section,  as  it  will  afford  to  all  the  States  who  may  desire  amendments 
an  opportunity  of  preparing  them  with  care  and  deliberation,  and  in  such  form  as  they  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  prescribe,  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  and  deliberate  action  of  delegates 
duly  chosen  and  invested  with  equal  powers  from  all  the  States. 

The  undersigned  did  not,  therefore,  deem  it  expedient  that  any  of  the  measures  of  adjustment 
proposed  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  should  be  reported  to  this  body  to  be  discussed  or 
acted  upon  by  them,  and  he  respectfully  submits,  as  a  substitute  for  the  articles  of  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  the  foUowiug  preamble  and  reso- 
lution, and  respectfully  recommends  the  adoption  thereof. 

ROGER  S.  BALDWIN. 
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Whereas,  Unhappy  diiFerences  exist  which  have  alienated  from  each  other  portions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  nation,  and 
impair  the  regular  and  efficient  action  of  the  Government  within  the  sphere  of  its  constitutional 
powers  and  duties: 

And  wherens,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  has  made  application  to  Congress  to 
call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States:    " 

And  whereas,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  other  States  that  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  are  or  may  become  necessary  to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  of 
every  section,  the  full  and  equal  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  so  far  as  the  s;<me  may 
depend  for  their  security  and  protection  on  the  powers  granted  to  or  withheld  from  the  General 
Government,  in  pursuance  of  the  national  purposes  for  which  it  was  ordained  and  established: 

And  whereas,  it  may  be  expedient  that  such  amendments  as  any  of  the  States  may  desire  t» 
have  proposed,  should  be  presented  to  the  convention  in  such  form  as  the  respective  States  desir- 
ing the  same  may  deem  proper: 

This  convention  does,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  several  States  to  unite  with  Kentucky  in 
her  application  to  Congress  to  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments  to  tlie  Constituti(  n  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  or  to  conventioni 
therein,  for  ratification,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  Con- 
gress, in  accordance  with  the  provision  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Field,  of  ISTew  York,  and  Mr.  Crowninshield,  of  Massachusetts,  of 
the  same  committee,  stated  that  they  had  not  concurred  in  the  majoritj 
report. 

Mr.  Seddon,  of  Virginia,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  undersigned,  acting  on  the  recommendation  of  the  commissioners  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  by  this  Convention  to  consider  and  recommend 
propositions  of  adjustment,  has  not  been  so  happy  as  to  accord  with  the  report  submitted  by  th» 
majority  ;  and  as  he  more  widely  dissents  from  the  opinions  entertained  by  the  other  dissenting 
members,  he  feels  constrained,  in  vindication  of  his  position  and  opinions,  to  present  on  his  part 
this  brief  report,  recommending,  as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  majority,  a  proposition  sub- 
joined. To  this  course  he  feels  the  more  impelled,  by  deference  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Gen* 
eral  Assembly  of  his  State,  inviting  the  assemblage  of  this  Con^■ention,  and  suggesting  a  basi« 
of  adjustment.  These  resolutions  declare,  that,  "  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  the  propositions  embraced  in  the  resolutions  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  l)y  the  Hon.  John  J.  Crittenden,  so  modified  as  that  the  first  article  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  apply  to  all  the  teriitory  of  the  United  States 
now  held,  or  hereafter  acquired,  so\ith  of  latitude  36  degrees  .30  minutes,  and  provided  that 
elaveTy  of  the  African  race  shall  be  effectually  protected  as  property  therein  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Territorial  government,  and  the  fourth  article  shall  secure  to  the  owners  of  slaves 
the  right  of  transit  with  their  slaves  between  and  through  the  non-slaveholding  States  or  Terri- 
tories, constitu'e  the  basis  of  such  an  adjustment  of  the  unhappv  controversy  which  now  divides 
the  States  of  this  confederacy,  as  would  be  accepted  by  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth" 

From  this  resolution,  it  is  clear  that  the  General  Assembly,  in  its  declar  d  opinion  of  what 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  not  only  required  the  Crittenden  propositions  as  a 
basis,  but  also  held  the  modifications  suggested  in  addition  essential.  In  th'S  the  undersigned 
fully  concurs.  But,  in  his  opinion,  the  propositions  reported  by  the  m  ijority  do  not  give,  but  ma- 
terially weaken,  the  Crittenden  propositions  themselves,  and  fail  to  accord  the  modifications  sug- 
gested. The  undersigned,  therefore,  feels  it  his  duty  to  submit  and  lecomni'^nd,  as  a  substitute, 
the  resolutions  referred  to,  as  proposed  by  the  Hon.  John  J.  Crittenden,  with  the  incorporation  of 
the  modifications  suggested  by  Virginia  explicitly  expressed,  and  with  some  alterations  on  points 
which,  he  is  assured,  would  make  them  more  acceptable  to  that  State,  and,  as  he  hopes,  to  th« 
whole  Union.     The  propositions  submitted  are  appended,  marked  No.  1 

The  undersigned,  while  contenting  himself  in  the  spirit  of  the  action  taken  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  hie  Stare,  with  the  proposal  of  that  substitute  for  the  majority  report,  would  b« 
untrue  to  his  own  convictions,  shared,  as  he  believes,  by  the  m  ijority  of  the  Conmiissioners  rroim 
Virginia,  and  to  his  sense  of  duty,  if  lie  did  not  emphatically  declare,  as  his  settled  and  deliberat* 
judgment,  that  for  permanent  safety  in  this  Union  to  the  slaveh  jlding  States,  and  the  restoratioa 
of  intejrrity  to  the  Union,  and  harmony  and  peace  to  the  country,  a  gu  irantee  of  actual  power  ia 
the  Constitution  and  in  the  working  of  the  Government  to  the  slavehohling  and  minoiity  section, 
is  indispensable.  How  such  guarantee  might  be  most  wisely  contrived  and  judiciously  adjusted 
to  the  frame  of  the  Government,  the  undersigned  f  )rbcars  now  to  inquire.  He  is  not  exclu- 
sively addicted  to  any  special  plan,  but  believing  that  such  guarantee  might  be  adequately  atlord- 
ed  by  a  partition  of  power  in  the  Senate  between  the  two  sections,  and  by  a  recognition  that 
o«rs  is  a  Union  of  freedom  and  consent,  not  constraint  and  force,  he  respectfully  submits,  for 
consideration  by  members  of  the  Convention,  the  plan  hereto  appended,  marked  No.  2. 
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Wlicther  he  shall  feel  bound  to  invoke  the  action  of  the  Convention  upon  it,  may  depend  o% 
the  I'uture  nianil'tstutions  of  senlinietit  in  this  body. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 
February  15,  1861.  Commissioner  frorn  Va. 


No.  1. 
JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  proposing  certain  amendments  to  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States 

Whereas,  Serious  and  alarming  dissensions  have  arisen  between  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States,  concerning  the  rights  and  security  of  the  rights  of  the  slaveholding  State?,  and  especially 
their  rights  in  tlie  common  territory  of  the  United  States  ;  and  whereas,  it  is  iminently  desirable 
and  proper  tlutt  those  dissensions,  which  now  threaten  the  very  existence  of  this  Union,  should 
be  perraanently  quieted  and  settled  by  constitutional  provisions,  which  shall  do  equal  justice  to 
all  sections,  and  thereby  restore  to  the  people  that  peace  and  good  will  which  ought  to  prevail 
beiwten  all  tlie  citizens  of  the  Usiited  Sta  cs  :  the>ef  le, 

Rrsolvcd,  by  this  Convention,  that  the  following  articles  are  hereby  approved  and  submitted  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with  the  request  that  they  may,  by  the  recjuisite  constitutional 
majority  of  two  thirds,  be  recommended  to  the  respective  States  of  the  Union,  to  be,  when  rati- 
fied by  conventions  of  three  fourths  of  the  States,  valid  and  operative  as  amendments  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Union. 

Article  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held,  or  hereafter  ac(iuired,  situat# 
north  of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  aa 
a  punishment  for  crime,  is  prohibited,  while  such  territory  shall  remain  under  territorial  govern- 
ment. In  all  the  territory  south  of  said  line  of  latitude  slavery  of  the  African  race  is  hereby 
recognized  as  existing,  and  shall  not  be  interfered  with  by  Congress  ;  but  hiiU  be  protected  a3 
properly  by  all  the  departments  of  the  territorial  government  during  its  continuance  ;  and  when 
any  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall 
contain  the  population  requisite  for  a  member  of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  federal  ratio  of 
representation  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall,  if  its  foim  of  government  be  repub- 
lican, be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without 
ilavery,  as  the  constitution  of  such  new  State  may  provide. 

Article  2.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  places  under  its  exclusive  juri» 
diction,  and  situate  within  the  limits  of  States  that  permit  the  holding  of  shives. 

Article  3.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slaveiy  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
•0  long  HS  it  exists  in  the  adjoining  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  or  either,  nor  without  the 
consent  of  the  free  white  inhabitants,  ntir  without  just  compensation  first  made  to  such  owners 
of  slaves  as  do  not  consent  to  such  abolishment.  Nor  shall  Congress  at  any  time  prohibit  officera 
of  the  Federal  Government,  or  members  of  Congress,  whose  duties  require  them  to  be  in  said 
District,  from  bringing  with  them  their  slaves,  and  holding  them  as  such  during  the  time  theif 
iuties  may  require  them  to  remain  there,  and  afterwards  taking  them  from  the  District. 

Article  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  or  hinder  the  transportation  of  slaves 
from  one  State  to  another,  or  to  a  Territory  in  which  slaves  are  by  law  permitted  to  be  held, 
whether  that  transportation  be  by  land,  navigable  rivers,  or  by  tlLe  sea.  And  if  such  transpor- 
tati<m  be  by  sea,  the  slaves  shall  be  protected  as  property  by  the  Federal  Government.  And  the 
right  of  tr.insit  by  the  owners  with  their  slaves,  in  passing  to  or  from  one  slaveholding  State  or 
Territory  to  another,  between  and  through  the  non  slaveholding  States  and  Territories,  shall  be 
protected.  And  in  imposing  direct  taxes  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  Congress  shall  have  no 
power  to  impose  on  slaves  a  higher  rate  of  tax  than  on  land,  according  to  their  just  value. 

Article  .5.  That,  in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Congress  shall  provide  by  law,  that 
the  United  States  shall  pny  to  the  owner  who  shall  apply  for  it,  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive 
•lave,  in  all  cases,  when  the  marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  said  fugitive, 
was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation,  or  when,  after  arrest,  said  fugitive  was 
rescued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy 
for  the  recovery  of  his  fugitive  slave,  under  the  said  clause  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof.  And  in  all  such  cases,  when  the  United  States  shall  pay  for  such 
fugitive,  they  shall  reimburse  themselves  by  imposing  and  collecting  a  tax  on  the  county  or  city 
in  which  said  violence,  intimidation,  or  rescue  was  committed,  equal  in  amount,  to  the  sum  paid 
by  them,  with  the  addition  of  interest  and  the  costs  of  collection;  and  the  said  county  or  city, 
after  it  has  paid  .said  amount  to  the  United  States,  may,  for  its  indemnity,  sue  and  recover  from 
the  wrong-doers,  or  rescuers,  by  whom  the  owner  was  prevented  from  the  recovery  of  his  fugitive 
•lave,  in  like  manner  as  the  owner  himself  might,  have  sued  and  recovered 

Article  6.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall  affect  the  five  preceding  articles, 
nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Cons  itution,  nor  tho 
third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  said  Constitution,  and  no  amend- 
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ment  shall  be  made  to  the  Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  any  power  t» 
aboli^h  or  interfere  with  slavery  iu  any  of  the  States  by  whose  laws  it  is  or  may  be  allowed  or 
permitted. 

Article  7.  Sec.  1.  The  elective  franchise  and  the  right  to  hold  office,  whether  federal,  State, 
territorial,  or  municipal,  shall  not  be  exercised  by  persons  who  are,  in  whule  or  in  part,  of  tli« 
African  race. 

And  whereas,  also,  besides  those  causes  of  dissension  embraced  in  the  foregoing  amendment* 
proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  there  are  others  which  come  within  tlie  juris- 
diction of  Congress,  and  m;iy  be  remedied  by  its  lecislative  power;  and  whereas,  it  is  the  desire 
of  this  Convention,  as  far  as  its  influence  may  extend,  to  remove  all  just  cause  for  the  popular 
disc(.ntent  aiid  agitation  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  threaten  the  stabilitj 
of  its  institutions:  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  are  in  strict  pur- 
suance 01  the  plain  and  mandatory  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  have  been  sanctioned  as 
valid  and  constituticnal  by  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  that  the 
slaveholding  States  are  entitle<i  to  tlie  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  those  laws,  and  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  repealed  or  so  modified  or  changed  as  to  impair  their  efficiency;  and  that 
laws  ought  to  he  made  tor  the  punishment  of  those  who  nttempt,  by  rescue  of  the  sla^e  or  other 
illegal  means,  to  hinder  or  deteat  the  due  execution  of  said  laws. 

'2.  That  all  State  laws  which  conflict  with  the  fugitive  slave  acts,  or  any  other  constitutional 
acts  of  Congress,  or  which  in  their  operation  impede,  hinder,  or  delay  the  free  course  and  due 
execution  of  any  of  said  acts,  are  null  and  void  by  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Yet  those  State  laws,  void  as  ihey  are,  have  given  color  to  practices,  and 
led  to  consequences  which  have  obstruct*  d  the  due  administration  and  execution  of  ac's  of  Con- 
gress, and  especially  the  acts  for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  have  theretiy  contributed 
much  to  the  discord  and  commotion  now  prevailing.  This  Convention,  therefore,  in  the  present 
perilous  juncture,  does  not  deem  it  improper,  respectfully  and  earnestly,  to  recommend  the  repciil 
of  those  laws  to  the  several  States  which  have  enacted  them,  or  such  legislative  conecions  or 
explanations  of  them  as  may  prevent  their  being  used  orpervirted  to  such  mischievous  purposes- 

3.  That  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  Seftember,  eighteen  hunded  and  tirty,  commonly  cailed  the 
fugitive  slave  law,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  m;ike  the  fee  of  the  commissinner,  mtntioaed 
in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act,  equal  in  amount,  in  the  c;ises  decidtd  by  him,  whether  his 
decision  be  in  favor  of  or  against  the  claimant.  And  to  avoid  misconstruction,  the  Inst  clause 
of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act,  which  authorizes  the  person  holding  a  WMrrant  for  the  arrest  or 
detention  of  a  fu;iiiive  slave  to  summon  to  his  aid  the  posse  comitatus,  and  which  declares  it  t« 
be  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  assist  him  in  its  execution,  ou^ht  to  be  so  amended  as  t» 
expressly  limit  the  authority  and  duty  to  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  resistance,  or  danger  of 
resistance  or  rescue. 

4.  That  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  especially  those  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  made  eflectual,  and  oujhtt* 
be  thoroughly  executed,  and  all  further  enactments  necessary  to  those  ends  ought  to  be  promptly 
made. 


No.  2. 
PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  BY  MR.  SEDDON. 

To  secure  concert  and  promote  harmony  between  the  slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding  seo- 
tions  of  the  Union,  the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  Senators  from  the  slaveholding  States,  ani 
of  the  maji^rity  of  the  Senators  from  the  non-slaveholding  States,  shall  be  requisite  to  the  valid- 
ity of  all  action  of  the  Senate,  on  which  the  ayes  and  noes  may  be  called  by  five  Senators. 

And  on  a  written  declaration,  signed  and  presented  for  record  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate 
by  a  m  jority  of  the  Senators  from  either  the  non-slaveholding  or  slaveholding  States,  of  their 
waiit  of  ccaifidence  in  any  officer  or  appointee  of  the  Executive,  exercising  functions  exclusively 
or  continuously  within  the  class  of  States,  or  any  of  them,  which  the  signers  represent,  then  such 
officer  shall  be  removed  by  the  Executive;  and  if  not  removed  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days 
from  the  pre-entation  of  such  declaration,  the  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  open  to  new 
appointment. 

The  connection  of  every  State  with  the  Union  is  recognized  as  depending  on  the  continuing 
assent  of  its  people,  and  compulsion  shall  in  no  case,  nor  under  any  form,  be  attempted  by  the 
government  of  the  Union  against  a  State  acting  in  its  collective  or  organic  capacity.  Any  State, 
by  the  action  of  a  convention  of  its  people,  assembled  pursuant  to  a  law  of  its  Legislature,  is 
h -Id  entitled  to  dissolve  its  relation  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  withdraw  from  the  Unitjn; 
and,  on  due  notice  given  of  such  withdrawal  to  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  he  sh:ill  appoint 
two  commissioners,  to  meet  two  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
iB'ho,  with  the  aid,  if  needed  from  the  disagreement  of  the  commissiducrs,  of  iin  umpire,  to  1« 
eelected  by  a  majority  of  them,  sh:ill  equitably  ailjudicate  ami  deternrne  finally  a  partition  of  tie 
rights  and  obligations  of  the  withdrawing  State;   and  such  adjudication  and  partition  bcii.f 
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accomplished,  the  withdrawal  of  such  State  shall  be  recognized  by  the  Executive,  and  announcecJ 
by  public  proclamation  to  the  world. 

But  such  withdrawing  State  shall  not  afterwards  be  re-admitteil  into  tlie  Union  without  the 
assent  of  two  thirds  of  the  States  constituting  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the  proposed  re-admis- 
siou. 

Mr.  Coalter,  of  Missouri,  stated  the  basis  of  the  action  of  tliat  State. 

Mr.  Wicklitt'e,  of  Kentucky,  moved  tl>e  printin<^  of  tlic  rejtorts,  and  tliat 
tlie}"  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock;  which, 
after  discussion,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  printing  of  all  resolutions  of  the  several 
States  in  relation  to  the  subjects  before  this  Convention ;  which  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

The  second  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares,  "that 
no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  Slate,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another, 
shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  hf  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor, 
but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  wliom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

This  clause  is  one  of  the  compromises  without  which  no  Ci)nstitution  would  have  been  adopt- 
ed. It  was  a  guarantee  to  the  States,  in  which  such  lalx)r  and  service  existed  by  law,  that  their 
rights  should  be  respected  and  regarded  by  all  the  States;  and  it  is  not  within  the  competency 
of  any  State  to  disregard   the  obligations  it  imposes,  or  to  render  it  valueless   by  legislative 

enactmenrs.     And  whereas,  the  H(nise  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  did,  on  the  

of  February,  by  unanimous  vote,  declare  that  neither  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  nor  the 
people  or  government  of  any  nou-slavehohling  State,  has  the  constitutional  right  to  legislate 
upon,  or  to  interfere  with,  slavery  in  any  slaveholding  State  in  the  Union. 

This  declaration  is  regarded  by  this  Convention  as  an  admission  that  the  statutes  of  those 
States,  passed  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  aforesaid,  and  the 
laws  of  Congress  made  to  enforce  the  just  and  proper  execution  of  this  constitutii'nal  guarantee, 
are  in  violation  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

The  provisions  of  the  statutes  in  many  of  the  non-slaveholding  States,  commonly  known 
and  called  "personal  liberty  bills,"  amount  in  their  conSf(|ueiices  to  a  practical  nullification  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  of  February  12th,  1793,  and  September  l!?th,  1850,  ami  are  in  violation  of 
tfae  2d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution,  as  before  stated.  That  the  spirit  of  those 
statutes  appears  to  be  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  conipvcm'se  and  mutual  anil  liberal  conces- 
sions which  dictated  the  section  of  the  Constitution  in  (|nesiion,  and  which  pervades  every  part 
of  that  instrument.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  requested  by  this  Convention  that  the  several 
States  abrogate  all  such  obnoxious  enactments. 

That  the  spirit  of  comity  between  the  S'ates,  and  the  spirit  of  unity  and  fraternity  which 
should  actuate  all  the  people  of  these  United  States,  require  tliac  complete  right  and  security  of 
transit  with  all  persons  who  owe  tht  m  service  or  labor  should  be  allowed  to  the  citizens  of  each 
State  by  the  laws  of  every  other  State. 

Resolved,  Th  it  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  he  sent  by  the  President  of  this  Convention  to  the 
Governors  of  each  of  the  free  States,  as  the  deliberate  judgment  and  opinion  of  this  Conven- 
tion, and  that  he  request  the  same  be  hiid  before  their  respective  Legislatures. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  nntil  12  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


"Wasiiixgton  City,  February  16,  1S61. 
The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 
Prayer  was  offered  b}^  Eev.  Dr.  Sunderland. 
The  journal  of  the  preceding  day  was  read  and  approved. 
The  President  hiid  before  the  Convention  a  communication  from  W.  0. 
Jewett,  which  Avas  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Wickliffe  ofltered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  discussions  which  may  take  place  in  this  Convention  upon  any  questions, 
no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  longer  than  thirty  miimtes. 

Which,  after  debate  thereon,  was  postponed  by  the  mover  until  Tues- 
day. 
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Mr.  Crisfiekl  moved  the  Lour  of  meeting  of  the  Convention  ho  at  ten 
o'clock,  which  was  amended  to  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Chase  moved  to  amend  the  first  rule  by  inserting  after  the  word 
*' represented,"  the  following:  "The  yeas  and  nays  of  tlie  delegates  from 
each  State,  on  any  question,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  when  it  ia 
desired  by  any  delegate."     Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wicklitfe,  from  the  Committee  on  Organization,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  11th  Rule  of  this  Convention  be  so  amended  as  to  allow  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  President,  which  appeal  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to  insert  the 
word  present,  before  the  word  Territories^  in  the  first  line  of  the  first  section 
of  the  majority  report,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  intention  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Washington  City,  February  18,  1861. 
The  convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  Avere  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Gurley. 
The  journal  of  Saturday'  Avas  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Chittenden,  of  Yei'mont,  ofi'ered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  rules  of  this  Convention  be  so  far  modified  as  to  require  the  Secretary  td. 
employ  a  competent  stenographer,  who  sliall  write  down  and  preserve  accurate  notes  of  tha 
debates  and  other  proceedinp;s  of  this  body,  which  notes  shall  not  be  communicated  to  any  peri 
son,  nor  shall  copies  thereof  be  taken,  nor  shall  the  same  be  made  public  until  after  the  final 
adjournment  of  this  Convention,  except  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  authorizing  their  publication. 

Mr.  Pollock,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  th4 
table. 

A  vote  by  States  was  taken. 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee^ 
North  Carolina,  Missouri,  Virc'inia,  and  Pennsylvania — 11. 

Noes — Maine,  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Ncvf 
York— 8. 

Ohio,  being  divided,  did  not  vote. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  thereupon  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Tuck,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  the  following  address  and  res- 
olutions ;  which  Avere  read,  and  on  motion,  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  tablQ 
and  printed : 

To  THE  People  of  the  Uxited  States  : 

This  Convention  of  Conference,  composed  in  part  of  commissioners  appointed  in  acnordnncQ 
with  the  legislative  action  of  sundry  States,  and  in  part  of  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernors of  sundry  other  States,  in  compliance  with  an  invitation  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virj^inia,  met  in  Wa8hin<iton  on  the  4th  February,  1861 .  Although  constitutinjj  a  body  unknown 
to  the  Constitution  and  laws,  yet  being  delegated  for  the  purpose,  and  having  carefully  consid* 
ered  the  existing  dangers  and  dissensions,  and  having  brought  their  proceedings  to  a  close,  pubt 
lish  this  address,  and  the  accomp:)nying  resolutions,  as  the  result  of  their  (K'liberatio-  s. 

We  recognize  and  deplore  the  divisions  and  distractions  which  now  nfilict  our  country,  inter* 
rupt  its  pi'ospcrity,  disturb  its  peace,  and  endanger  the  Union  of  the  States  ;  but  we  repel  th4 
conclusion  that  any  alienations  or  dissensions  exist  which  are  irreconcilaljle,  which  justify 
attempts  at  revolution,  or  which  the  patriotism  and  fraternal  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  th^ 
interests  and  honor  of  the  whole  nation,  will  not  overcome. 
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In  a  coniitry  enibracin,^  tlie  central  aiil  most  importtint  portion  of  a  continent,  amonp:  a  people 
now  numbering  over  thirty  millions,  diversities  of  opinion  inevitably  exist ;  and  rivalries,  inten- 
sified at  times  by  local  interests  and  sectional  attucliments,  must  often  occur ;  yet  we  do  not 
doubt  tliat  the  theory  of  our  frovernment  is  the  best  which  is  possil)le  for  this  nation,  that  the 
Union  of  the  States  i-?  of  vital  importance,  and  that  the  Constiturion,  which  expresses  the  com- 
bined wisdom  of  the  illustrious  founders  of  the  guvei'ument,  is  still  the  palladium  of  our  liber- 
ties, adecjuate  to  every  emergency,  and  justly  entitled  to  the  sujjport  of  every  good  ciiizi'U. 

It  embraces,  in  its  provisions  and  spirit,  all  the  defense  and  protection  which  any  section  of 
the  country  can  rightftilly  demand,  or  honorably  concede. 

Adopted  with  primary  reference  to  the  wants  of  live  millions  of  people,  but  with  the  wisest 
reference  to  future  expansion  and  development,  it  has  carried  us  onward  with  a  rapid  iiicrease  of 
numbers,  an  accumulation  of  wealth,  and  a  degree  of  happiness  and  general  prosperity  never 
attained  by  any  nation. 

Whatever  branch  of  industry,  or  whatever  staple  production  shall  become,  in  the  possible 
changes  of  the  future,  the  leading  interest  of  the  country,  thereby  creating  unforeseen  compli- 
cations or  new  conflicts  of  opinion  and  interest,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  properly 
understood,  and  fairly  enforced,  is  equal  to  every  exigency,  a  shield  and  defense  to  all  in  every 
I'mo  of  neel.  If,  1i';wever.  by  rea=on  of  "  change  in  c;rcrm<^t:infe.  or  for  ;uiy  c:n-e.  a  portion 
of  the  people  believe  they  ought  to  have  their  rights  more  exactly  defined  or  more  fully  exjilaineJ 
in  the  Constitution,  it  is  their  duty,  in  accordance  with  its  provisions,  to  seek  a  remeiiy  t)y  way 
of  amendment  to  that  instrument ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  States  to  concur  in  such  amend- 
ments as  may  be  found  necessary  to  in^^ure  equal  and  extict  justice  to  all. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  announce  to  the  countiy  the  sentiments  of  this  Convention,  respecting 
cot  only  the  remedy  which  should  be  sought  for  existing  discontents,  but  also  to  conniiunicate  to 
the  public  what  we  believe  to  be  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  country,  we  adopt  the  following 
resolutions  : 

1st.  Resolvrd,  That  this  Convention  recognize  the  well  understood  proposition  that  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  gives  no  power  to  Ci  ngress,  or  any  branth  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  ;  and  we  are  assured,  by 
ebundant  testimony,  that  neither  of  the  great  political  organizations  existing  in  the  country  con- 
templates a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  this  regard,  or  the  procuring  of  any 
Rmendment  thereof,  by  which  Congress,  or  any  department  of  the  Gtutral  Government,  shall 
ever  h.i  ve  jtirisdiction  over  slavery  in  any  of  the  States. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  was  ordained  and  established,  as  set  forth  in  the  preamble, 
by  the  people  of  the  Uniteil  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity;  and  when  the  [leople  of  any  St  ite  are 
not  in  full  (.njoyment  of  all  the  benefits  intended  to  be  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution,  or 
};heir  rights  under  it  are  disregarded,  their  tranquility  disturbed,  thei''  prospeiity  retarded,  or  their 
liberty  imperiled  by  the  people  of  any  other  State,  full  and  ade(iuate  redress  can  and  ought  to  be 
provided  for  such  grievances. 

.3d.  Rcsnloed,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  of 
the  Union  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  of  Illinois, 
in  api  ly'ng  to  Congress  to  call  a  Convemiou  for  the  proposing  of  amenduicutji  to  the  Constitution 
Ipf  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  fifth  article  thereof. 

Mr.  Guthrie  offered  the  following  resolution,  wliich  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  if  the  President  shall  choose  to  speak  on  any  question,  he  may  for  the  occasion 
iCall  any  member  to  preside. 

Mr.  Meredith  gave  notice  of  his  intent  to  offer  a  proposition,  as  follows; 
Tvhicli  was  read,  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

Article  — .  That  Congress  shall  divide  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  into  convenient 
portions,  each  containing  not  less  than  sixty  thousand  stjuare  miles,  and  shall  establish  in  each  a 
Terrironal  Government  ;  tlie  several  Territorial  Legislatures,  whether  heretofore  constituted  or 
hereafter  to  be  constituted,  shall  have  all  the  legislative  powers  now  vested  in  the  respective 
Btates  of  this  Union  ;  and  whenever  any  Territoiy,  having  a  population  sufficient,  according  to 
the  ratio  existing  at  the  time,  to  entitle  it  to  one  member  of  Congress,  shall  tirm  a  republican 
Constitution,  and  apply  to  Congress  for  admission  as  a  State,  Congress  shall  admit  the  same  as  a 
^tate  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wickliffe  moved  that  the  journal  of  the  Convention  up  to  the  present 
^ay  be  printed. 

Mr.  Goodrich  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  "that  it  be  printed  from  day 
to  day;"  which  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution,  as  amended, 
j)assed. 
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The  order  of  the  day  having;  been  called, 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  submitted  by  him 
cm  the  IGth. 

Mr.  lleid,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  add  to  the  proposed  amendment 
of  Mr.  Johnson  the  words  "and  future;"  whereupon  a  vote  was  taken  by 
Btates,  with  the  following  result: 

Ayes — New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  Mi^^sourj, 
Itnd  Viriiinia — 8. 

Noes — Vermont,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Iowa — 12. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

A  debate  ensued  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  which  was  adopted; 
tlie  first  section  of  the  majority  rej^ort,  as  amended,  reading  as  lollows: 

Pec.  1.  In  r.l!  ihe  present  territory  of  the  Uni*-ed  S^a*e.«,  not  rn^brnced  with'n  the  limits  of  fho 
Cherokee  treaty  ^rant,  north  of  a  line  from  cast  to  west,  on  the  parallel  of  ."6  deffrees  30  min- 
iptes  north  lati'ude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  puni-hmcnt  of  crime,  is  prohibited  whilst  it 
((Jhall  be  under  a  Territorial  government;  and  in  all  the  present  territory  south  of  said  line,  ic. 

The  Convention,  on  motion,  adjourned  at  4,  P.  M-. 


Washington  City,  February  19,  1861. 

Convention  met  at  11,  A.  M.,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  President  Tj'ler 
Hi  the  chair. 

Proceedings  opened  by  praj^er. 

The  journal  of  proceedings  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Summers,  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  received  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Francis  Granger,  as  a 
Commissioner  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  place  of  Addison  Gardiner; 
and  the  list  of  members  was  altered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Wickliil^'e  called  up  the  following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by 
liim,  and  laid  upon  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  discussions  which  may  take  place  in  this  Convention  upon  any  questions, 
4J0  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  longer  than  thirty  minutes. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  thirty 
Wiinntes.  and  inserting  ten  mhnites. 

Mr.  Caruthers  moved  further  to  amend  by  adding  the  following: 

"And  that  all  debates  shall  cease  at  3  o'clock  to-day,  and  the  vote  taken  on  such  amendments 
'^  may  be  offered,  and  then  on  the  report." 

It  was  moved  to  lay  "the  whole  subject  upon  the  table."  A  division 
was  called  for,  the  result  of  which  was  as  follows: — ayes  49,  nays  54. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pandolph,  of  New  Jersey,  otiered  the  following,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  resolution  and  amendments: 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  hold  two  sessions  daily,  viz:  From  10  o'clock,  A  M.,  to 
4  o'clock,  P.  M.;  and  from  b  to  10  o'clock,  P.  M.;  and  that  no  motion  to  adjourn  pr  or  to  said 
'hours  of  4  and  10,  P.  M.,  shall  be  in  order,  if  objection  be  made;  and  that  on  Tiiursitiiy  next, 
«t  1-.2  o'clock,  noon,  all  debate  shall  cease,  and  the  Convention  proceed  to  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tions or  propositions  before  them  in  their  order. 

After  debate,  the  whole  subject  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead,  of 
lS"orth  Carolina,  laid  upon  the  table  until  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Euffin,  of  North  Carolina,  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  cer- 
tain amendments  to  the  majority  rei)ort  of  the  committee. 
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A  motion  was  made  that  when  this  Convention  adjourns  it  adjourn  tO 
meet  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  JVT.  An  amendment  was  offered  to  insert  half-past 
ten.  A  further  amendment  was  proposed  to  adjourn  to  half-past  seven  this 
P.  M.  The  resolution  and  amendments  were  subsequently  Avitliilrawn j 
whereupon  the  motion  to  adjourn  to  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  was  renewed,  pend- 
in£>:  a  vote  upon  which  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  declared  car- 
ried. 


Washington  City,  February  20,  18G1. 

Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 

President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

After  prayer  by  the  Pev.  Dr.  Samson,  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  read 
and  approved. 

Ml'.  Ilarris,  of  Yermont,  offered  the  followinc;  preamble  and  resolutions^ 
which  were  read,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  table: 

Whereas,  The  Federal  Constitution,  and  the  laws  made  in  pursjuance  thereof,  are  the  siipreraff 
law  of  the  land,  and  should  command  the  willing;  obedience  of  all  good  citizens;  and  \vlierea9j 
it  is  alleijed  that  sundry  States  have  enacted  laws  repugnant  tliereto;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  respectfully  requests  the  several  Srates  to  revise  their  respective 
enactments,  and  to  modify  or  repeal  any  laws  which  may  be  fouad  to  be  in  conflict  with  thfl 
Con.-Jtitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Convention  is  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolution  to  the  Governor  of  each  of  the  States,  with  the  request  that  the  sam^ 
be  communicated  to  the  Legislature  thereof. 

Mr.  llj.ndolph  called  up  the  resolutions  yesterday  laid  uj^on  the  table^ 
^n!  the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  latter  clause  of  Mr.  Pan- 
dol  'h's  substitute  for  Mr.  Wickliffe's  resolution,  and  the  amendment^ 
offei-e<l  tliereto.  A  vote  by  States  was  ordered  and  taken,  with  the  follow* 
ing  result : 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  New  York, 
New  Ilumnshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Vermont — 12. 

Noes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  Tennesse^ 
and  Virginia — 8. 

So  the  clause  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  lay  the  original  and  amendments  upon  the  table.  A 
vote  by  States  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Chase,  resulted  as  follows : 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hamj^ 
*hire,  Vermont,  Virginia — lU. 

Noes— Delaware,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania} 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee — 9. 

The  resolution  and  amendments  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wickliffegave  notice  of  iiis  intention  to  move,  on  Thursday,  to  clo^ 
the  debate  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Pesolutions 
from  and  after  the  21st,  in  order  to  take  a  vote  on  the  22d,  the  birth-daj^  ol 
AVashington. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  oft 
Propositions  and  Pesolutions. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  having  the  floor,  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adr 
journ. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  Pebruary  21. 
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A\"AsniXGTON  City,  February  21,  ISGl. 

Convention  met  pnrsnant  to  adjournment. 
President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  Convention  was  opened  by  prarcr  from  the  Ecv.  ]\Ir.  Stockton. 
The  journal  was  read  and  appi-oved. 

Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
read,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the  table : 

Resohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  proceed  to  final  action  on  the  grave  and  important  matters 
Involved  in  the  resolutions  ef  tlie  State  of  Virginia,  in  compliance  with  which  this  Convention 
has  assembled,  and  in  tlie  several  reports  of  tbe  majority  and  minorities  of  tl\e  commitree  to  which 
said  resolutions  were  referred,  until  opportunity  has  been  given  to  all  the  States  to  participate  in 
deliberation  and  action  upon  them,  and  ample  time  has  been  allowed  for  such  deliberation  and 
oction. 

Resolved,  llicrefore,  That  this  Convention  adjourn  to  meet  in  the  City  of  Washington  on  the 
4th  day  of  April  next  ;  and  that  the  President  be  requested  to  address  a  letter  to  the  Govern- 
ors of  the  several  States  not  now  represented  in  this  body,  urging  the  appointment  and  attend- 
ance of  commissioners. 

Mr.  Wicklifie,  pursuant  to  his  motion  of  yesterday,  offered  and  asked 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  1st.  That  at  one  o'clock,  the  22d  February,  1861,  all  debate  npon  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  one  from  each  State  sliall  cease,  and  the  Convention  will  proceed  to  vote,  and  con- 
tinue to  vote  until  the  whole  subject  shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

2d.  If  an  amendment  be  ofl'ered  by  the  commissioners  of  any  State,  or  minority  of  such  com- 
missioners, five  minutes  is  allowed  for  explanation,  and  the  like  time  is  allowed  to  tlie  committee 
to  resist  the  amendment,  if  they  desire  to  do  so,  and  the  mover  of  the  amendment,  or  any  member 
of  the  same  State,  may  have  five  minutes  for  reply. 

3d.  A  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  shall  not  be  divided. 

Which  several  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dent,  of  Maryland,  oifered  and  asked  the  adoption  of  the  following 
rule : 

When  the  vote  on  any  rjuestion  is  taken  by  States,  any  Commissioner  dissenting  from  the  vote 
of  his  State  may  have  his  dissent  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  oifered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Dent's 
rule  : 

The  yeas  and  nays  of  the  Commissioners  of  each  State,  upon  any  question,  shall  be  entered 
npon  the  Journal  when  it  is  desired  by  any  Commissioner,  and  the  vote  of  each  State  shall  be 
determined  by  the  majority  of  Commissioners  present  from  each  State. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute,  the  same  Avas 
rejected. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  original  rxilc  of  Mr.  Dent,  it  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Bronson,  of  Xew  York,  moved  that  this  Convention  have  a  night 
session,  and  that  when  the  Convention  adjourn  it  shall  adjourn  to  half-past 
seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  Chase  called  for  a  vote  by  States  as  to  a  night  session,  which  resulted 

as  follows : 

Ayes — Delaware,   Illinois,   Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  North 
Carolina,  New  Hampshire,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 13. 
iiOEs — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Vermont — 7. 

So  the  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Wilraot,  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  notice  he  should  otfer  an  amend- 
ment, as  follows,  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Eesoiutions ;  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  l)e  printed: 

And  Congress  shall  further  provide  by  law,  that  the  United  States  shall  make  full  compensa- 
tion to  a  citizen  of  any  State,  who  in  any  other  State  shall  suffer,  by  reason  of  violciice  or  in- 
timidation from  mobs  and  riotous  assemblies,  in  his  person  or  property,  or  iu  the  deprivation  by 
violence,  of  his  rights  secured  by  this  Constitution. 
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Mr.  Coalter,  of  Missouri,  gave  notice  tliat  ho  should  offer,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  same  report,  the  following;  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  tablo, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

The  term  of  office  of  all  Presider.ls  ami  Vice  Presidents  of  the  United  StateR,  hercafte? 
elected,  shall  be  six  years  ;  aiul  any  person  once  elected  to  either  of  said  offices,  shall  ever  after 
be  ineligible  to  the  same  ollice. 

Mr.  Bronson,  of  New  York,  gave  notice  that  he  should  offer,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  same  report,  the  following;  which  was  read,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Cont^ress  shall  have  no  power  to  legislate  in  respect  to  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  any 
case,  ex'-ept  to  provide  for  the  rendition  of  fugitives  from  such  service  or  labor,  and  to  suppress 
the  foreign  slave  trade  ;  and  the  existing;  status  or  condition  of  all  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  in  respect  to  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  shall  remain  unchanged  during  their  terri- 
torial con<lition  ;  and  whenever  any  Territory,  with  suitable  bnundaries,  shall  cont..in  the  popula- 
tion re((uisite  for  a  representative  in  Congress,  according  to  the  then  federal  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, it  shall  be  entitled  to  admission  into  the  Union  on  an  e((ual  footing  witli  the  original  States^ 
with  or  without  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  as  tlie  Cuusticution  of  such  new  State  may 
prescribe. 

Mr.  Hitchcock,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should  offer,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  same  report,  the  following ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  : 

Strike  out  Section  3,  and  insert  the  three  following  : 

Section  .3.  The  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control  within  any  State 
the  rerttions  established  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof,  touching  persons  held  to  service  ot 
labor  therein. 

Section  4.  The  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  discharge  any  person  held  to  service  or  labof 
from  such  service  or  labor  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  laws  thereof,  or  to  impair  any 
rights  pertaining  to  that  relation  under  the  laws  now  in  force  within  the  said  District,  without  th« 
consent  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  of  those  to  whom  the  service  or  labor  is  due,  or  making 
to  them  just  compensation  tlierefor  ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  prohibit  members  of 
Congres-!,  and  officers  of  the  Federal  Government,  whose  duties  require  them  to  be  in  said  Dis- 
trict, from  bringing  with  them,  retaining,  and  taking  away  persons  so  held  to  service  or  labor  ; 
nor  the  power  to  impair  or  abolish  the  relations  of  persons  owing  service  or  labor  in  places  under 
the  exchisive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  within  those  States  and  Territories  where  such 
relations  are  established  or  recognized  by  law. 

Section  5.  The  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation,  by 
land,  sea,  or  river,  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  to  any  State  or  Territory  thereof,  where  the  same  obligation  or  liability  to  labor  or  ser- 
vice is  established  or  recognized  by  law  ;  and  the  rigtit  during  such  transportation  of  touching 
at  ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist  ;  nor  shall  the  Con- 
gress have  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  held  to  service  or  labof 
than  on  land. 

Strike  out  Section  7,  and  insert — 

Section  9.  The  Congress  shall  provide  by  law,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  marshal,  or  other 
officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  arrest  any  fugitive  from  service  or  labor,  shall  be  prevented  from 
so  doing  by  violence  of  a  mob  or  riotous  assemblage  ;  or  where,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive  shall 
be  rescued  by  force,  and  the  party  to  whom  such  .-ervice  or  labor  is  due,  shall  thereby  be  deprived 
of  the  same,  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  such  party  the  full  value  of  such  service  or  labor. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Eesolutions. 

At  half-past  foiu-,  Mr.  Chittenden  having  the  floor,  gave  way  to  a  motion 
to  adjourn. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  February 
21st. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  seven  and  a  half  o'clock 
P.  M. 
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The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Resolutions. 

At  twelve  o'clock  Mr.  Pollock,  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  way  to  a  motion 
to  adjourn. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  February  22. 


AYashington  City,  February  22,  ISGl. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  President  Tyler  in  the 
chair. 

Convention  opened  by  prayer. 

The  journal  of  proceedings  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wicklilfe,  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  upon  the  subject  of  finance  and  printing. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee  :  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland; 
Mr.  Pollock,  of  Pennsylvania;  and  Mr.  Granger,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Turner,  of  Illinois,  offered  and  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved,  That  the  time  fixed  upon  to  commence  voting  upon  the  questions  before  this  Conven- 
tion be  postponed  until  Monday,  February  25th,  at  12  o'clock  M. 

A  motion  to  la}^  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  lost  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Islind,  TeuMesr-ee,  and  Virginia — 10. 

Noes — Connecticut,  IHinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Oiiio,  and  Vermont — 10. 

The  resolution  was  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  same 
resolution. 

Mr.  Backus,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following  substitute: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  heretofore  passed,  limiting  debate  on  amendments  that  shall  be 
offered  to  the  report  of  the  Grand  Committee,  be  so  amended  as  to  allow  the  delegates  who  may 
desire  to  speak  not  exceeding  ten  minutes  on  each  amendment. 

Mr.  Chase  accepted  this  in  substitution  of  his  own. 

A  motion  by  Mr.  Wicklifi'e  to  lay  on  the  table  resulted  in  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island, 
Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 9. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hamp- 
Bbire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vermont — 11. 

The  Convention  refused  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurring  as  to  the  adoption  of  said  resolution,  the  sanio 
prevailed  by  the  following  vote. 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Ilamp- 
ehire,  Oiiio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vermont — 11. 

NoE^ — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina.  Rhode  Island, 
Tennessee,  Virginia — 9. 

Mr.  Summers,  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  reported  that  the 
credential  of  J.  C.  Stone,  as  delegate  from  Kansas,  had  been  duly  submit- 
ted to  them,  examined,  and  approved,  and  he  was  reported  as  a  delegate 
from  that  State. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  l*i-opositions 
and  Resolutions,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  tlie  consideration  of  the 
Bamc  durintr  the  time  allotted. 
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Mr.  Field,  of  New  York,  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege  in  regard  to  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  admitting  tlio 
member  fi'om  Kansas. 

Mr.  F.  suggested  that  ho  was  informed  that  the  credential  was  issued  by 
those  not  authorized  to  do  so. 

Mr.  F.  moved  a  reconsideratioji  of  the  agreement  to  said  report. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  the  following  vote: 

Aye? — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania, 
Rh"do  Isliiiid,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 10. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Maine  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hampshire, 
Ohio,  Vermont — 9. 

By  general  consent  the  delegate  fi-om  Iowa  was  asked  to  make  his  own 
statement  as  to  the  authenticity  of  said  instrument. 

Mr.  Stone  stated  that  the  credential  was  regularly  issued,  and  the  author- 
ities who  executed  the  same  were,  under  the  Constitution  of  Kansas,  the 
proper  authorities;  that  neither  the  instrument  nor  the  apjiointment  had 
been  questioned. 

Mr.  Field,  of  Xew  York,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Stone,  who  desires  to  act  as  a  Commissioner  from  Kan- 
sas, be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  to  report  the  facts  concerning  his  appoint- 
ment, and  whether  it  proceeded  from  the  Territorial  Secretary. 

Which  resolution  was  carried. 

According  to  previous  order,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  consider  and 
vote  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  one  from  each  State,  as  submitted 
by  Mr.  Guthrie,  and  the  amendment  submitted. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  first  section  of  said  report,  as 
follows: 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

Section  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States,  not  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
the  Cherokee  treaty  gr;int,  nortli  of  a  line  from  east  to  west  on  tlie  parallel  of  36  degrees  .SO 
minutes  north  latitude,  involuntnry  servitude,  except  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  proliibited  whilst 
it  shall  be  under  a  territorial  government ;  and  in  all  the  jn-esent  territory  south  of  said  line,  the 
Bt'itus  of  persons  owing  service  or  labor  as  it  now  exists  shall  not  be  changed  by  law  while  such 
territory  shall  be  under  a  territorial  government ;  and  neither  Congress  nor  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment shall  have  power  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  to  said  territory  of  persons  held  to 
labor  or  involuntary  service,  within  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  or  usages  of  the 
State  from  which  such  persons  may  be  taken,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  out  of  said  rela- 
tions, which  shall  be  subiect  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the  federal  courts,  according  to  the  com- 
mon law;  and  when  any  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Congress 
mav  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  required  for  a  member  of  Congress,  according  to  the 
t'leu  federal  ratio  of  representation,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  governmint,  be  republican,  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  involuntary  ser- 
vice or  labor,  as  the  constitution  of  such  new  State  may  provide. 

SECxroN  2.  Territory  shall  not  be  acipiired  by  ihe  United  States,  unless  by  treaty;  nor,  except 
for  naval  and  commercial  stations  and  depots,  unless  such  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  four  fifths  of 
all  the  members  of  the  Senate. 

Section  .3.  Neither  the  Constitution  nor  any  amendment  thereof  shall  be  construed  to  give 
Coui'ress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control,  wiihin  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  the  relation  established,  or  recognized  by  the  laws  thereof  touching  persons  bound  to 
labor  or  involuntary  service  therein  ;  nor  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  without  the  consent  of  Maryland  and  without  the  consent  of  the  owners, 
or  making  the  owners  who  do  not  consent  just  compensation  ;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or 
prohibit  representatives  and  others  from  bringing  with  them  to  the  city  of  Washington,  retain- 
in'T  and  taking  away,  persons  so  bound  to  labor;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  invol- 
un'tarv  service  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  within  those  States 
and  Territories  where  the  same  is  established  or  recognized;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
removal  or  transportation,  by  land,  sea,  or  river,  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service 
in  anv  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  State  or  I'eiritory  thereof  where  it  is 
established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage;  and  the  right  during  transportation  of  touching  at 
ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist.  Nor  shall  Congress 
Lave  power  to  authorize  any  higher  rate  of  taxation  ou  persons  bound  to  labor  thaa  on  land. 
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Section  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution 
shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States,  by  appropriate  legislation,  and  through  the 
action  of  their  judicial  and  ministerial  officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from 
labor  to  the  person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Section  5.  The  foreign  slave  trade  and  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States  and 
their  Territories,  from  places  beyond  the  present  limits  thereof,  are  forever  prohibited. 

Section  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with  this  section  six  of  these  amend- 
ments, and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof,  shall  not  be  amended  or 
abolished  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

Section  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  the 
full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all  cases  where  the  marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation  from 
mobs  or  riotous  assemblages,  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive  was  rescued  by  force,  and  the 
owner  thereby  preveeted  and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  such 
fugitive. 

Mr.  iSeddon,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the  1st  section  of  said  report 
by  inserting  after  the  word  line,  in  clause  "and  in  all  the  present  territory 
south  of  said  line,"  found  in  the  5th  line,  the  following  words,  "including 
the  Cherolvee  grant."' 

Mr.  Fowler,  of  Xew  Hampshire,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Seddon,  by  substituting  the  word  excluding  for  including,  whicli  prevailed 
by  the  following  vote  : 

Ayes— Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Vermont — 11. 

Noes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island, 
Tennessee,  Virginia — 9. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Sed- 
don, as  amended,  the  same  was  lost  by  the  following  vote  : 

AvEs — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Ohio,  and  Vermont — lU. 

Noes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia — 10. 

The  question  recurring  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  original  report — 
Mr.  Reid,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend  said  first  section,  in  the 
seventh  line,  by  inserting  after  the  Avord  "line,"  at  the  end  of  the  clause, 
"and  in  all  the  present  territory  south  of  said  line,"  the  words,  "involun- 
tary servitude  is  recognized,  and  property  in  those  of  the  African  race  held 
to  service  or  labor  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  when  removed  to 
such  territory  shall  be  j)rotected,  and  " — which  amendment  was  lost  by  the 
following  vote: 

Ayes — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Missouri — 3. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Iowa — 17. 

The  following  gentlemen,  dissenting  from  the  vote  of  their  States,  asked 
to  have  their  names  recorded  as  voting :  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Butler,  of 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Dent,  Maryland,  aye. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  section  as  reported,  Mr.  Franklin, 
of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by  striking  out  there- 
from all  after  the  words  "United  States"  in  the  first  line,  and  insert  in 
place  thereof — 

"  Not  embraced  by  the  Cherokee  treaty,  north  of  the  parallel  of  thirty-si.x  degrees  and  thbir^ 
minutes  of  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  excejit  in  punishment  of  crime,  is  prohibi«*d.. 
In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line,  the  status  of  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  aa  it 
now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed;  nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of 
such  persons  to  said  territory,  nor  to  imf)air  the  rights  arising  from  said  relation;  but  the  .«ame  • 
shall   be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the  federal  courts,  according  to  the  common  law. 
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When  any  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  sncli  boundary  as  Congress  may  prescriber 
shall  contain  a  population  e(iual  to  that  re(|uired  for  a  member  of  Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form 
of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  tlie  Union  on  an  eciual  footing  with  the  original 
States,  with  or  without  involuntary  servitude,  as  the  constitution  of  such  State  may  provide." 

Mr.  Curtis,  of  Iowa,  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fi-anklin 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "prohibited,"  (found  in  the  third  line,) 
down  to,  and  including-^  the  words  "common  law,"  (found  in  the  eighth 
line,)  and  inserting  in  the  place,  thereof,  "buttliis  restriction  shall  not 
apply  to  territory  now  held  south  of  that  lino." 

Ponding  the  consideration  of  which,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  ten 
o'clock,  the  23d  of  February. 


Washinuton  City,  February  2M,  18GI. 
Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  by  prayer  from  the  Eev.  Ih'.  Butler. 
Mr.  Yandever,  of  Iowa,  oifered  and  moved  the  adoj^tion  of  the  follow- 
ing: 

Resolved,  That  whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  determination  upon  the  amendments  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  or  other  propositions  for  adjustment  approved  by  this  Convention,  we, 
the  members,  do  recommend  our  respective  States  and  constituencies  to  faithfully  abide  in  the 
Union. 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tahle,  and  resulted  in  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

Ayes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio — 11. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Iowa — 9. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day, 
being  Mr.  Curtis'  amendment  to  Mr.  Franklin's  amendment  to  the  first 
section  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Resolutions. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  amendnientof  Mr.  Curtis  to  strike 
out  and  insert,  being  taken,  resulted  in  tlie  following  vote: 

Ayes — Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Iowa — 6. 
Noes — New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio— 12. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  States  : 

Amos  Tuck,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Erastus  Corning,  of  Xew  York. 

Francis  Granger,  of  New  York. 

Greene  C.  Bronson,  of  New  York, 

AVilliam  E.  Dodge,  of  New  York. 

David  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania. 

C.  P.  Wolcott,  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Bronson  moved  the  adojition  of  the  following : 

Resolved,  Whereas,  John  E.  Wool,  a  delegate  from  New  York,  is  unable  to  attend  the  Con- 
vention from  sickness,  therefore,  that  he  be  permitted,  when  he  does  attend,  or  by  communica- 
tion to  the  Secretary  in  writing,  to  have  his  dissent  recorded  as  to  any  vote  of  his  State. 

Agreed  to  unanimously. 
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The  question  recurring  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Franklin  : 

The  folIoAving  amendments  were  proposed  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Frank- 
lin : 

1st.  In  the  5th  line,  after  the  word  passed,  (occurring  in  the  clause,  "nor 
Hhail  any  law  be  passed/")  insert  the  words,  ''by  Congress  or  the  Territo- 
rial Legislature."' 

2d.  In  the  Gth  line,  after  the  word  "persons,"  (occurring  in  the  clause, 
"the  taking  of  such  persons,")  insert,  "from  any  of  tlie  States  of  this 
Union." 

3d.  In  the  8th  line,  before  the  words  "common  laAV,"  (occurring  in  the 
clause,  "according  to  the  common  law,"')  insert  the  words  "course  of  the." 

Mr.  James  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Franklin's  amended  proposition,  in  the 
5th  line,  by  inserting  the  words  "nor  facilitate,"  after  the  word  "prevent," 
(occurring  in  the  clause,  "to  hinder  or  prevent.") 

The  question,  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment,  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa — 10. 

Noes — New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Nortli  Carolina,  Tennessee. 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio — 10. 

So  the  amendment  w^as  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilmot  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Franklin's  proposition,  in  the  4th  lino. 
by  inserting  the  word  "legal"  before  the  word  "status,"  (occurring  in  the 
clause,  "the  status  of  persons  held  to  service."') 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Indiana 
Illinois,  Iowa — 9. 

Noes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Car- 
lolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio — 11. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Turner  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Franklin"s  amendment  in  tlie  5th  line, 
by  inserting  the  word  "encourage  "  after  the  word  "prevent,"  (occurring  in 
the  clause,  "hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  persons."') 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote  : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa — 10 

Noes — New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio — 10. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Goodrich,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Franklin's  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  from  the  first  line,  the  words  following:  "not  em- 
braced by  the  Cherokee  treaty." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa — 11. 

Noes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Missouri — 9. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Scddon,  in  behalf  of  President  Tyler,  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Franklin,  by  inserting  at  the  close  of  said  amendment,  so  as 
to  follow  after  the  clause  relating  to  division  of  territory,  the  following: 
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All  appointments  to  office  in  the  territories  lying  north  of  the  line  3G  degrees  and  30  minutes, 
as  well  before  as  after  the  establishment  of  Territorial  governments  in  and  over  the  same,  or 
any  part  thereof,  shall  be  made  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  repre- 
senting at  the  time  the  non-slaveholding  States.  And  in  like  manner,  all  appointments  to  office 
in  the  territories  which  may  lie  south  of  said  line  of  36  degrees  and  30  minutes  shall  be  made 
upon  the  recommendation  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  representing  at  the  time  the  slavehold- 
ing  States.  But  nothing  in  this  article  shall  be  construed  to  restriiin  the  President  of  the  United 
States  from  removing,  for  actual  incompetency  or  misdemeanor  in  office,  any  person  thus  ap- 
pointed, and  appointing  a  temporary  agent,  to  be  continued  in  office  until  the  majority  of  Sena- 
tors as  aforesaid  may  present  a  new  recommendation,  or  from  filling  any  vacancy  which  may 
occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  such  ap[)ointment  to  continue  ad  interim.  And  to  insure 
on  the  part  of  the  Senators  the  selection  of  the  most  trustworthy  agents,  it  is  hereby  directed  that 
all  the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  distributed  annually 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  combined  ratio  of  representation  and  taxation  ;  but 
the  distribution  aforesaid  may  be  suspended  by  Congress  in  case  of  actual  war  with  a  foreign 
nation,  or  imminent  peril  thereof. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  rule  was  suspended  in  reference  to  the  ten 
minute  rule  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Tyler,  (President,)  who  proposed  to  address 
the  Convention. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Seddon, 
was,  on  motion,  divided,  and  the  vote  on  the  first  part  resulted  as  follows: 

Ayes — Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Missouri — 5. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa — 14. 

So  the  first  part  of  the  proposed  amendment  was  not  agreed  to.  The 
second  part  was  withdrawn. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  State : 
Eeverdy  Johnson,  of  Maryland. 
Jno.  W.  Crisfield,  of  Maryland. 
Mr.  McCurdy  moved    to  amend    the  amendment  of  Mr.  Franklin,  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  words  following: 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  article  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  carry  any  law  of  involuntary 
servitude  into  such  Territory. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 

vote : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Iowa — 7 
Noes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois — 13. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentleman  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State: 

Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  Chase  moved  that  the  Convention  adjourn  to  Monday. 
The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  motion  resulted  in  the  following  vote ; 

Ayes — Maine,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Indiana — 5' 

Noes — New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri — 12. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Franklin's  amendment  as  amended,  was 
determined  by  the  folloAving  vote: 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois — 14. 
Noes — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Missouri — 4. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Franklin  was  agreed  to. 

It  was  agreed  unanimously,  that  President  Tyler  infomn  the  Hon.  A. 
Lincoln,  (President  elect  of  the  United  States,)  that  the  members  of  this 
Convention  would  be  happy  to  wait  upon  him  at  such  time  as  would  suit 
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his  convenience,  and  that  the  President  inform  this  Convention  of  the 
result. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Logan,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  7h  P.  M.,  Feb- 
ruary 23. 


Saturday  Evening,  7|  o'clock. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Summers,  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  report  of  said  committee,  as  to  J.  C.  Stone  as  a  delegate  from 
Kansas,  reported  the  same  back  without  amendment,  and  recommended 
the  admission  of  said  member;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Summers,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  further  report,  that  the 
credentials  of  the  gentlemen  hereafter  named  had  been  dul}^  submitted  to 
a,nd  examined  by  said  committee,  and  were  approved  by  them,  and  they 
reported  and  recommended  them  to  be  admitted  as  delegates: 
M.  F.  Conway,  from  Kansas. 
Henr}^  J.  Adams,  from  Kansas. 
Thos.  Ewing,  jr.,  from  Kansas. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  adoption  of  the  2d  section  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  from  the 
Committee  on  Propositions,  &c. 

Mr.  Summers,  of  Vii*ginia,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  as  an 
amendment:  To  strike  out  all  of  said  section,  and  in  place  thereof,  insert 

No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United  States  without  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of 
all  the  Senators  from  States  which  allow  involuntary  servitude,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  Sena- 
tors from  States  which  prohibit  that  relation;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  unless 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  mentioned,  be  cast 
as  a  part  of  the  two-third  majority  necessary  to  the  ratification  of  such  treaty. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  inserting,  after 
the  words  "United  States,"  in  the  first  line,  the  words,  "excej^t  by  discov- 
ery, and  for  naval  and  commercial  stations,  depots,  and  transit  routes." 

Which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Summers. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  of  Mr.  Summers 
resulted  in  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Teimessee, 
Kentucky,  Missouri — 9. 

Noes — Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois. Iowa,  Kansas — 10. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  (ruthrie,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  as  an 
amendment;  to  strike  out  the  second  section,  and  substitute  in  place  the 
following: 

'•■  Territory  may  be  acquired  for  naval  and  commercial  stations,  depots,  and  transit  routes,  and 
by  discovery,  and  for  no  other  purposes,  without  the  concurrence  of  four  fifths  of  the  Senate." 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Guthrie's  amendment  resulted  in 
the  following  vote: 

Ayes — New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio — 10, 

Noes — Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Missouri,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  Iowa — 10. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 
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The  following  gcnticmiui  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State: 
E.  M.  Priee.  of  New  Jei-sey. 

Moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  suspended,  in  order  to  hear  the 
rej^ort  of  the  President  in  regard  to  the  reception  of  Mr.  Lincohi,  the  Pres- 
ident elect. 

Mr.  Tyler  informed  the  Convention  that  he  had,  according  to  request, 
communicated  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  President  elect,  and  that  at  nine 
o'clock,  or  any  time  thereafter,  he  would  be  happy  to  receive  the  members 
of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  by  the  President  to  make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the 
members  of  the  Convention. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee: 

Mr.  Wicklifte,  of  Keutuckv;  Mr.  Field,  of  New  York;  Mr.  Chase,  of 
Ohio. 

Mr.  McKennan.  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Summers. 

Pending  which,  the  proceedings  were  suspended  to  hear  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  arrange  for  the  reception  of  the  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion b}'  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  President  elect. 

Mr.  Field,  in  behalf  of  said  committee,  reported  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
then  desirous  of  receiving  the  members  of  the  Convention,  at  his  parlor. 

Mr.  Ewing  moved  that  the  Convention  adjourn  to  Monday,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M. 


"Washington  City,  February  25,  1861. 

The  Convention  met  pui-suant  to  adjournment.  President  Tyler  in  the 
chair. 

The  proceedings  were  oj^ened  by  prayer  from  the  Eev.  Mr.  Smith. 

The  journal  of  the  23d  was  read  and  apj^roved. 

Mr.  Ilackleman,  on  behalf  of  Indiana,  asked  to  record  the  vote  of  that 
State  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Curtis,  voted  on  on  the  23d  inst. 

Leave  was  granted.     Voted:  recorded  as  of  that  daj^. 

The  President  informed  the  Convention  that  he  had  received  certain 
resolutions,  purporting  to  emanate  from  the  Democratic  State  Convention 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  was  asked  to  present,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
and  requested  to  know  what  action  the  Convention  would  take  on  the 
same. 

Mr.  Ckiy,  of  Kentucky,  stated,  that  as  the  Convention  had  not  received 
or  acted  on  any  mere  party  proposition,  he  moved  to  lay  the  2>i'ooeedings 
on  the  table. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough.  of  Virginia,  presented  certain  amendments,  which 
he  proposed  to  offer  at  the  prof»er  time,  and  which  he  read  and  asked  to 
have  printed. 

(These  have  not  been  sent  to  the  Secretary.) 

The  order  of  the  day  being  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  on  the 
23d  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Summei^s,  the  same,  by  general 
consent,  was  passed  informally  for  the  present,  subject  to  call. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  third  section  of 
Mr.  Guthrie's  report. 
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Mr.  Guthrie  moved  to  amend  said  report,  in  the  13th  line  of  this  report, 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "by  land,  sea,  or  river." 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Guthrie  moved  to  amend  the  same  section,  in  the  IGth  line  of  this 
journal,  after  the  word  '-transportation,"  and  insert  '-by  sea  or  river." 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hitchcock,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  said  section  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  word  "  give,"  in  the  2d  line  of  this  journal,  andinsert: 

Strike  out  Section  3,  and  insert  the  three  following  : 

Section  3.  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor  any  amendment  tliereof,  shall  be  construed  to  give  to 
Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control,  within  any  State,  the  relations  established  or 
recognized  by  the  laws  thereof,  touching  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  therein. 

Section  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  discharge  any  person  held  to  service  6r  labor  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  laws  thereof,  from  such  service  or  labor,  or  to  impair  anv 
rights  pertaining  to  that  relation  under  the  laws  now  in  force  within  the  said  District,  while  such 
relation  shall  exist  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  without  the  consent  of  said  State,  and  of  those  to 
whom  the  service  or  labor  is  due,  or  making  to  them  just  compensation  therefor  ;  nor  the  power 
to  interfere  with,  or  prohibit,  members  of  Congress,  and  officers  of  the  Federal  Government,  whose 
duties  require  them  to  be  in  said  District,  from  bringing  with  them,  for  personal  service  only,  re- 
taining, and  taking  away  persons  so  held  to  service  or  labor  ;  nor  the  power  to  impair  or  abolish 
the  relations  of  persons  owing  service  or  labor  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  within  those  States  and  Territories  where  such  relations  are  established  or  recog- 
nized by  law. 

Section  5.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation  of  persons 
held  to  labor  or  service  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  to  any  State  or  Territory 
thereof,  where  the  same  obligation  or  liability  to  labor  or  service  is  established  or  recognized  by 
law  ;  and  the  right  during  such  transportation,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touching  at  ports,  shores,  anil 
landings,  and  of  landing  in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist ;  nor  shall  the  Congress  have  power  to  au- 
thorize any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  than  on  land. 

Strike  out  Section  7,  and  insert — 

Section  9.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  marshal,  or  other  officer, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  arrest  any  fugitive  from  service  or  labor,  shall  be  prevented  from  so 
doing  by  violence  of  a  mob  or  riotous  assemblage,  or  where,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive  shall  be 
rescued  by  like  violence,  and  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due  shall  thereby  be 
deprived  of  the  .same,  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  such  party  the  full  value  of  such  service  or 
labor. 

Mr.  James  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  bj^  strik- 
ing out,  and  inserting: 

1st.  No  amendment  shall  be  made  to  the  Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress 
the  power  to  abolish  or  interfere,  within  any  State,  with  the  domestic  institutions  thereof,  includ- 
ing that  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  by  the  laws  of  said  State. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Indi- 
ana— 7. 

Noes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Cfliio,  Illinois,  Kansas — 13 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wood  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  by 
striking  out  the  words,  ''nor  shall  Congress  have  the  power  to  authorize 
any  higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  than  o?i 
land." 

Mr.  H.  withdrew  his  proposed  amendment  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Seddon  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  of  the  original  report  in 
the  third  line,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "State,"  the  words,  "obstruct, 
hinder,  or  prevent." 
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Tlie  question  on  the  adoption  of  this  anicndnient  resulted  in  the  foIloAV- 
jng  \n)te  : 

Ayes — Maryland,  Virp;iiiia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri — 6. 
Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,   Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky — 14. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seddon  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  of  the  report  by  striking 
out  the  "City  of  AYashington,"  in  the  ninth  line,  (this  report,)  and  insert 
''District  of  Columbia." 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seddon  oifered  to  amend  the  third  section  of  the  report  by  inserting 
the  words  "and  Virginia,"  after  the  words  "District  of  Columbia,"  in  the 
ninth  lino,  (of  this  report,)  as  substituted  as  per  last  agreement. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Maryland,  Virp:inia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Missouri — 5. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kansas — 14. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seddon  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  exist,"  in  the  seventeenth  line  (of  this  report,)  these  woi'ds  :  "And 
if  the  transportation  be  by  sea,  the  right  of  property  in  the  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  shall  be  protected  by  the  Federal  CTOvernment  as  other 
property." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Missouri — 4. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
Kansas — 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  State  : 

Mr.  Doniphan,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Crisfield,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Butler,  of  Kentucky. 
Mr.  Seddon  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "exist,"  in  the  seventeenth  line,  as  above,  the  following : 

"  And  the  rights  of  transit  by  persons  holding  those  of  the  African  race  to  labor  or  service, 
in  and  through  the  States  not  recognizing  the  relations  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service,  in 
passing  with  them  from  one  State  or  Territory  recognizing  such  relations  to  another,  shall  be 
secure." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Missouri — 4. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
Kansas — 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  vSeddon  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  by  inserting  in  the  fourth 
line,  (of  this  report,)  after  the  word  "  touching,"  the  following  words :  "  The 
relations  existing  between  master  and  slave." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 
Ayes — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Missouri — 3  . 
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Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Ishmd,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas — 18. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  State : 
Mr.  Alexander,  of  Xew  Jersey. 
Mr.  Dent,  of  Maryland. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 
Mr.  Hall,  of  Yermont,  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  of  said  report 
in  the  10th  line,  (this  report,)  by  striking  out  the  word  ''/ior,"  and  insert- 
ing in  place  thereof,  "but  the  bringing  into  said  District  of  persons  held 
to  service  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold,  or  placed  in  depot  to  be  afterwards 
transferred  to  ain^  other  place  to  be  sold  as  merchandise,  is  forever  pro- 
hibited, and  Congress  may  pass  all  necessary  laws  to  make  this  prohibition 
elfectual;  nor  shall  Congress  have" — 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas — 11. 

Noes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Car- 
olina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri — 10. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  froin  the  vote  of  their  State : 

Mr.  Hoppin,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Rhode  Island. 
Mr.  McCurdy,  moved  to  amend  said  third  section,  by  inserting,  at  the 
close  thereof,  the  following  words: 

"  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  State  in  which 
involuntary  servitude  is  prohibited,  from  restraining  by  law  the  transfer  of  such  persons,  or  of 
any  right  or  interest  in  their  services,  from  one  individual  to  another,  within  the  limits  of  such 
State." 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas — 11. 

Noes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri — 10. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  State  : 
Mr.  Logan,  of  Illinois. 
Mr.  Palmer,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Turner  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  above  vote,  which  was 
agreed  to.     The  immediate  consideration  of  said  question  was  passed. 

Mr.  Hitchcock  proposed  to  insist  on  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  on  the 
table. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "exist,"  in  the  17th 
line. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  amend  said  section  by  striking  out  the 
word  "bound,"  where  it  occurs  in  the  4th,  10th,  19th  lines,  or  other  places, 
and  insert  "held;"'  also  to  insert,  after  the  word  "  held,"  the  words  "or 
service." 

Which  were  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Groesbeck  moved  to  amend  said  3d  section  by  striking  out  the  same, 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

Section  3.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  or  control  within  any  State  the  relations 
estabiisiied  or  i-ecoguized  by  the  laws  thereof,  respecting  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  therein. 

Section  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  legislate  respecting  the  relation  of  service  or  labor 
in  places  under  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  but  within  States  where  that  relation  is  established  or 
recognized,  and  while  it  continues,  without  the  consent  of  such  States  ;  nor  abolish  or  impair 
such  relation  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  the  consent  of  Maryland,  and  compensation 
to  persons  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

Section  5.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  the  removal,  from  any  State  or  Territory, 
of  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  therein,  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  in  which  persons  arc 
so  held  ;  and  the  right,  during  removal,  of  touching  at  ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of  land- 
ing in  case  of  distress,  shall  exist,  but  not  the  right  of  transit  in  or  through  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory without  its  consent.  No  higher  rate  of  taxation  shall  be  imposed  on  persons  so  held  than 
on  land. 

Tlie  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  follow- 
ing vote  : 

AvEs — New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana— 7. 

Noes — Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Kansas — 12. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pollock  moved  to  amend  said  section  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"distress,"  in  the  17th  line  of  this  report,  "but  not  for  sale  or  traffic." 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Vandever  moved  to  amend  said  section  by  adding  to  the  section  the 
following : 

Provided  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  State  from  prohibit- 
ing the  introduction  as  merchandise  of  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  or  to  prevent  such  State 
from  prohibiting  the  transit  of  persons  so  held  to  service  or  labor  through  its  limits. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote  : 

Ayes — Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Indiana,  Iowa — 7. 
Noes — New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Kansas — 14. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  asked  unanimous  consent  to  introduce  the  Crit- 
tenden propositions. 

Which  was  not  given. 

Mr.  Groesbeck  moved  to  amend  said  third  section  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "traffic,"  the  words,  "but  not  the  right  of  transit  in  or  through  any 
State  or  Territory  without  its  consent."    . 

Mr.  Euffin  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  substituting  in  lieu  of 
the  words,  "without  its  consent,"  the  words,  "against  its  dissent." 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Groesbeck  resulted 
in  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio — 10. 

Noes — Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Illi- 
nois— 8. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentleman  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State: 
Mr.  Alexander,  of  New  Jersey. 
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Mr.  Granger  moved  that  when  the  Convention  adjourns  it  will  adjourn 
to  7^  this  evening. 

The  question  on  the  adjournment  resulted  in  the  following  vote  : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,   Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Peuus)-!- 
vania,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas — 13. 

Noes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missouri — 6. 

So  the  Convention  agreed  to  adjourn  to  7^,  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chase,  the  Convention  then  adjourned. 

The  Coiivention  adjourned  to  7^,  P.  M. 


February  25,  7^,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  proposed  that  a  committee  of  two  he  appointed 
by  the  Chair  to  arrange  for  the  printing  of  the  journal. 

The  Chair  appointed — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  third  section  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Hitchcock  moved  to  amend  the  third  section  by  striking  out  the 
Avords  "or  territory  of  the  United  States,"  in  the  third  line;  also  to  strike 
out  in  the  third  and  fourth  lines,  (this  report,)  the  word  "  involuntary." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky — 10. 

Noes — Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Missouri — 9. 

So  the  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Summers  called  up  for  consideration  the  amendment  which  had 
been  proposed  b}^  him  on  the  23d,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Johnson,  to  the 
second  section,  as  follows: 

"  No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  except  by  discovery  and  for  naval  and 
commercial  stations,  depots,  and  transit  routes,  without  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  all  the 
Senators  from  States  which  allow  involuntary  servitude,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  from 
States  which  prohibit  that  relation;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  by  treaty,  unless  the  votes  of 
a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  mentioned  be  cast  as  a  part 
of  the  two  third  majority  necessary  to  the  ratification  of  such  treaty." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

AvEs — New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, Nortli  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio — 12. 

Noes — Maine,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kansas — 6. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  fourth  section  of 
the  report.  No  amendments  being  proposed,  they  proceeded  to  the  fifth 
section. 

Mr.  Seddon,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  said  section. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  motion  resulted  in  the  following  vote  : 

Ayes — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Missouri — 4. 

Noes— Maine,  New  Ham})shire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
Kansas — 17. 
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So  the  ConventioTi  refused  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  James  moved  to  amend  said  section  by  striking  out  the  following 
words:  "From  phices  beyond  the  present  limits  thereof." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendmeiit  resulted  in  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Kansas — 17. 

Noes — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Missouri — 3. 

So  the  amendment  Avas  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seddon,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  said  section  bj'  inserting,  in 
the  fore  part  of  said  section,  the  words:  "The  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  prohibit,"  and  to  strike  out  from  the  latter  clause,  the  words  "and  for- 
ever prohibit." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Missouri — 5. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas — 16. 

So  the  amendment  Avas  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Doniphan  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  dissent  from  the  vote  of 
their  State. 

Mr.  Morehead  moved  to  amend  said  section  by  striking  out  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof: 

"  The  foreign  slave  trade  is  hereby  forever  prohibited;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
pass  laws  to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States  and  their  Territories  beyond 
the  limits  thereof." 

Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  said  amendment,  by 
inserting  after  "importation  of  slaves,"  the  words  "coolieB,  or  persons  held 
to  service  or  labor." 

Which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Morehead. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  of  Mr.  Morehead  resulted 
in  the  following  vote  : 

Ayes — Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
Missouri,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois — 11. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New 
Jersey',  Kansas — 8. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to 

The  following  gentlemen  disagreed  to  the  vote  of  their  States  : 

Mr.  Iloppin,  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Ellis,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr. ,   of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike   out   the  whole 

section. 

The  question  on  striking  out  resulted  in  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Massachusetts,  Virginia,  Tennessee^S. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas — 18. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  strike  out. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  sixth  section. 
No  amendment  being  proposed,  they  proceeded  to  the  seventh  section. 
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Mr.  Turner,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  amendment 
to  the  seventh  section,  by  striking  out  and  inserting: 

"Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  secui-ing  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privile"-C8  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States." 

Mr.  Logan,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  "by  inserting 
"free  white"  before  the  word  "citizens."  ^ 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  followino- 
vote : 

Ayes — New  Jersey,  Pennsylrauia,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois — 10. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Iowa — 8. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana,  disagreed  to  the  vote  of  his  State. 
The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  as  amended,  resulted  in  the 
following  vote  : 

Ayes — None. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Indiana — 18. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilmot  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  as  an  amendment  to 
the  seventh  section: 

"And  Congress  shall  further  provide  by  law,  that  the  United  States  shall  make  full  compen- 
sation to  a  citizen  of  any  State,  who  in  any  other  State  shall  suffer,  by  reason  of  violence  or 
intimidation  from  mobs  and  riotous  assemblies,  in  his  person  or  property,  or  iu  the  deprivation, 
by  violence,  of  his  rights  secured  by  this  Constitution." 

Mr.  Orth  moved  that  the  Convention  adjourn,  which  resulted  in  the 
following  vote  : 

Ayes — Maine,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas — 7. 
Noes — New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio — 14. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  reciirring  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  AVilmot, 
resulted  in  the  following  vote  : 

Ayes — Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa — 8. 
Noes — Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio — 11. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr  Barringer  moved  to  amend  the  seventh  section  by  adding  at  the  end 
of  this  section  the  words  following  : 

"And  in  all  cases  in  which  the  United  States  shall  pay  for  such  fugitive,  Congress  shall  also 
provide  for  the  collection  by  the  United  States  of  the  amount  so  paid,  with  interest,  from  the 
county,  city,  or  town,  in  which  such  arrest  shall  have  been  prevented,  or  rescue  made." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes — Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Kansas — 3. 

Noes — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Iowa — 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  disagreed  to  the  vote  of  tlieir  States: 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 


62  PEACE   CONFERENCE   REPORT. 

Mr.  FreMnghuyscn  moved  to  amend  the  7th  section  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing words  : 

"Congress  shall  provide  by  Inw  for  securing  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  immu- 
nities of  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  island  Vermont,  Kansas — 16. 
NoKS — Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 4. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentleman  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State  : 
Mr.  11  o man,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Ames,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend  said  section  by  striking 
out  the  word  -'force,"  and  inserting  in  place  of  the  same  the  words:  "like 
violence  and  intimidation;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  said  section  by  adding  at  the 
close  thereof  the  following  words: 

"And  such  fugitive  shall  then  be  discharged  from  such  service,  after  being  paid  therefor." 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  resixlted  in  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

AvKs — Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Kansas — 10. 

NoKs — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina, 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee.  Vermont,  Virginia — II. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  moveVl  to  amend  said  report  by  adding  as  Section  8  the  follow- 
ing : 

"The  second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  fourth  article  of  Constitution  shall  be  so  con- 
strued that  no  State  shall  have  the  power  to  consider  and  determine  what  is  treason,  felony,  or  crime 
in  another  State  ;  but  that  a  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  crime,  who 
shall  flee  fromjustice  and  be  foimd  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  author- 
ity of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  crime." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 5. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Penhsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Kansas — 16. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

At  2  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Convention  adjourned  to  11,  A.  M.,  on  the  26th. 


Washington,  February  26,  1861. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  Mr.  Orth's 
amendment, 

The  question  as  to  the  reconsideration  of  said  vote  resulted  as  follows: 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Ohio,  Vermont,  Kansas — 11. 

Noes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 10. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 
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Mr.  Backus  moved  to  amend  tlie  amendment  of  Mr.  Ortli,  by  substitut- 
ing the  following : 

"And  the  acceptance  of  such  payment  sliall  preclude  the  owner  from  further  claim  to  said 
fugitive." 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  resulted  as  follows: 

Aves — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Maryland, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Tennessee,  Vermont — 17. 

Noes — Indiana,  Missouri,  Virginia — 3. 

iSo  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  tlie  votes  of  their  States: 

Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Eoman,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Stephens,  Mr.  Totten,  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  Bronson,  of  New  York,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

"Before  reaching  the  final  question  on  the  plan  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  no  member  shall 
be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  three  minutes  on  any  proposition." 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Field  moved  to  amend  said  report  by  adding  the  following : 

Section  8.  The  union  of  the  States  under  the  Constitution  is  indissoluble,  and  no  State  can 
secede  from  the  Union,  or  nullify  an  act  of  Congress,  or  absolve  its  citizens  from  their  paramount 
obligation  of  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ewing  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table  ;  wiiich  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Field   moved  to  amend  tlie  seventh   section  by  striking  out  and 
inserting  the  following: 

Article  1.  No  State  shall  withdraw  from  the  Union  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States, 
given  in  a  Convention  of  the  States,  convened  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  by  two  thirds  of 
each  House  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Clay  raised  a  point  of  order  as  to  this  proposed  amendment,  and 
stated  the  point  of  order  to  be  that  the  amendment  was  not  germain  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  section. 

The  President  over-ruled  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Goodrich  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  by  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following: 

"And  no  State  can  secede  from  the  Union,  or  nullify  an  act  of  Congress,  or  absolve  its  citi- 
zens from  their  paramount  obligations  of  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States." 

The  President  decided  the  amendment  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Field  accepted  certain  amendments  to  his  amendment,  and  moved 
to  amend  said  section,  by  striking  out  and  substituting  the  following,  iit 
lieu  of  section  seven  of  said  report: 

"  It  is  declared  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  present  Constitution,  that  the  union 
of  the  States  under  it  is  indissoluble." 

Mr.  Buckner  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  adding  the  following: 

"  But  this  declaration  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  give  the  Federal  Government  power  or 
authority  to  coerce  or  to  make  war,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon  a  State,  on  account  of  a  failure 
to  comply  with  its  obligations." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  tlic  following 
vote : 

AvES— Delaware,  Maryland,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Virginia — 5. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  Kansas — 15. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Bronson  moved  to  amend  said  amendment  b}'  striking  out  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

"  While  we  do  not  recognize  tVie  constitutional  ri-^bt  of  any  State  to  secede  from  the  Union, 
we  are  deeply  impressed  by  the  fact  that  this  Government  is  not  maintained  by  force,  but  by 
unity  of  orij^in  and  interest,  inducing  fraternal  feelings  between  the  people  of  different  sections 
of  the  country,  and  our  labors  have  been  directed  to  the  end  of  giving  a  new  assurance  to  our 
brethren.  North,  South,  East,  and  West,  of  our  determination  to  stand  firmly  by  all  the  compro- 
mises of  the  Constitution." 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  being  called  without 
a  vote  of  States,  the  same  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Field,  was  determined 
bj  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  Kansas — 10. 

Noes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia — II. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Somes  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  following  as  section  8. 

"  That  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press,  shall  not  be  abridged  ;  but  that  the  people  of 
any  Territory  of  the  United  States  shall  be  left  perfectly  free  to  discuss  the  subject  of  slavery." 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table,  and  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  Kansas — 13. 
Noes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Vermont — 5. 

So  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Yandever  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  the  following  section : 

"  The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  shall  remain  free  to  the  people  of  each  and  all  the 
States  ;  and  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  protection  of  commerce  on  said  river  against 
all  interference,  foreign  or  domestic. 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table,  and  resulted  in  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  Virginia — 14. 
Noes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York — 6. 

So  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  sections  of  the  report,  and  in- 
sert the  following : 

Whereas,  unhappy  differences  exist,  which  have  alienated  from  each  other  portions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  nation  and 
impair  the  regular  and  efficient  action  of  the  Government  within  the  sphere  of  its  constitutional 
powers  and  duties  : 

And  whereas,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  has  made  application  to  Congress  to 
call  a  Convention  for  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

And  whereas,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  other  States  that  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  are,  or  may  become,  necessary  to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  of 
every  section,  the  full  and  equal  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  so  far  as  the  same  may 
depend  for  their  security  and  protection  on  the  powers  granted  to,  or  withheld  from  the  General 
Government,  in  pursuance  of  the  national  purposes  for  which  it  was  ordained  and  established  : 

This  Convention  does,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  several  States  to  unite  with  Kentucky  in  her 
application  to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  or  to  conventions 
therein,  for  ratification,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  Congress, 
in  accordance  with  the  provision  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution. 
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The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes— Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hampsliire,  Ver- 
wioiit-^:<. 

Noes — Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Khod'C  Islaiid,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  Kansas — 13. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  disagreed  to  the  vote  of  their  States: 

Mr.  Bronson,  of  New  York, 

Mr.  tlraoger,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Corning,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  irackleman,  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  Seddon,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  said  report  by  striking  out 
?ind  inserting  as  follows: 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  proposing  certain  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 

States. 

Whereas,  Serious  and  alarming  dissensions  have  arisen  between  the  northern  and  south- 
■ern  State?,  concerning  the  rights  and  security  of  the  I'ights  of  the  slavehoiding  States,  and  espec- 
ially their  rights  in  tlie  common  territory  of  the  United  States;  and  whereas,  it  is  eminently 
desirable  and  proper  that  tho<e  dissensions,  which  now  threaten  the  very  existence  of  this  Union, 
should  be  perrKaneutly  (juieted  and  settled  by  constitutional  provisions,  which  shall  do  er|Ual  jus- 
tice to  all  sections,  and  thereby  restore  to  the  people  that  peace  and  good  will  which  ought 
to  prevail  between  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  therefore, 

Kcsolved  by  this  Convention,  that  th.e  following  articles  are  liereby  approved  and  submitted  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with  the  recjue-st  that  they  may,  by  the  requisite  constitutional 
majority  of  two  thirds,  be  recommended  to  the  respective  Stutes  of  the  Union,  to  be,  when  rati- 
fled  by  cunvtntions  of  three  fourths  of  the  States,  valid  and  operative  as  amendments  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union. 

Article  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held  or  hereafter  acquired,  situate 
?iorth  of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  m  nutes,  slavery  or  involuntary  t-ei  vitude,  except 
as  a  puuishmeut  for  crime,  is  prohibited,  while  such  territory  shall  remain  under  Territorial  gov- 
•ernmcnt.  In  all  the  territory  now  or  hereafter  acquired  soutii  of  said  line  of  latitude  slavery  of 
the  African  race  is  heief^y  recognized  as  existing,  and  shall  not  be  interfered  with  by  Congress; 
but  shiill  be  protected  as  property  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Territorial  govt^rument  during 
its  continuance;  and  when  any  Territory,  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as 
Congress  may  prescriiie,  shall  contain  the  population  requisite  for  a  member  of  Congress,  accord- 
ing to  the  then  federal  ratio  of  representitiori  of  the  people  of  the  United  S  ates,  it  shall,  if  its 
form  of  gcverntmnt  be  i>epubHcan,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
•orij;in:.l  States,  with  or  witiiout  slavery,  as  the  constitution  of  such  new  State  may  provide. 

Article  "2.  Gongre-s  shall  hive  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  places  under  its  exclusive  juri)»- 
diction,  and  situate  within  tlie  limits  of  States  that  permit,  the  holding  of  slaves. 

Article  3.  Congress  sh.ill  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
so  long  as  it  exists  in  the  adjoiniiig  vStates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  or  either,  mir  without  the 
•consent  of  the  free  white  inhabitajits,  nor  without  just  compensation  first  mule  to  such  owners  of 
slaves  as  do  not  consent  to  such  abolishment.  Nnr  shall  Congress  at  any  time  prohibit  officers 
■of  the  Federal  'Goveriiment  or  members  of  Congress,  whose  duties  re<piire  them  to  be  in  said 
District,  from  bringing  with  them  their  slaves,  and  holding  them  as  such,  during  the  time  their 
■duties  may  require  them  to  remain  there,  and  afterwards  taking  them  from  the  District. 

AuTicLE  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  i)n>hibit  or  hinder  the  transportation  of  slaves 
from  one  State  to  another,  or  to  a  Teiritory  in  which  slaves  are  by  law  permitted  to  be  held, 
whether  that  transportation  be  by  land,  navigable  rivers,  or  by  the  sea.  And  if  such  transporta- 
tion be  by  sea,  the  slaves  shall  be  protected  as  property  by  the  Federal  Government.  And  the 
riyht  of  transit  by  the  owners  with  their  slaves  in  passing  to  or  from  one  slavehoiding  State  or 
Territory  to  another,  between  and  through  the  non-slavcholding  States  and  Territories,  shall  be 
protected.  And  in  imposing  direct  taxes  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  Congress  shall  have  no 
power  to  impose  on  slaves  a  higher  r:ite  of  tax  than  on  land,  according  to  their  just  value. 

Article  5.  That,  in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of 
•the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Congivss  shull  provide  by  law.  that 
the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  who  shall  apply  for  it  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  .slave 
m  all  cases  when  the  marshal,  or  other  ofiicer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  airest  said  fugitive,  was  pre- 
vented from  t-o  doing  by  violence  or  intimidation,  or  when,  after  arrest,  sa.'d  fugitive  was  res- 
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cued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby  prevented  and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  reme  'y  for 
the  recovi'iv  of  liis  fugitive  slave,  under  tlie  siiid  cl.nise  of  the  Constitution  uml  llie  laws  inude 
in  pursuance  tliercof.  And  in  all  such  cases,  when  the  United  Slates  >liall  pay  f<  r  .-ucli  fujiiiivo, 
they  shall  reimburse  themselves  by  iniiMJKiiii;  and  colleclin^'  a  tax  on  the  county  or  city  in  which 
said  violence,  intimidation,  or  rescue  was  committed,  equal  in  amou  t  to  the  sum  paid  by  tiitmr 
with  the  addition  of  interest  and  the  costs  of  collection;  and  the  said  county  or  city,  after  it  lias 
paid  stiid  amount  to  the  United  States,  may,  for  its  indenniity,  sue  and  recover  from  ihe  wrong- 
doers, or  rescuers,  by  whom  the  owner  was  prevented  from  the  recovery  of  his  fuj^itive  slave,  in 
like  manner  as  the  owner  himself  might  have  sued  and  recovered. 

Article  6.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall  affect  the  five  preceding  articles, 
nor  the  tldrd  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  said  Constitution,  and  no  amend- 
ment shall  be  made  to  the  Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  gi\e  to  Congress  any  power  to 
abolish  or  interfere  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  by  whose  laws  it  is  or  may  be  allowed  or 
permitted. 

Article  7.  Sec.  1.  The  elective  franchise  and  the"  right  to  hold  office,  whether  Federal, 
State,  Territorial,  or  municipal,  shall  not  be  exercised  by  persons  wlio  are,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
of  the  African  race. 

And  whereas,  also,  besides  those  causes  of  dissension  embraced  in  tlie  foregoing  amendmenta 
proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  theie  are  others  which  come  within  the  juris- 
dicti  ■u  of  Congress,  and  may  be  remedied  by  its  legislative  power;  and  whereas,  it  is  the  desire 
of  this  Convention,  as  far  as  its  iiitluence  may  extend,  to  remove  all  just  cause  for  the  pc-pwhiF 
discontent  and  agitation  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  threaten  the  stability 
of  its  institutions;  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  sLtves  are  in  slrict  pursu- 
ance  of  the  plain  and  mandatory  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  have  been  sanctioned  a* 
ralid  and  constitutional  by  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  that  the 
slaveholding  States  are  entitled  to  the  fai'hfid  observance  and  execution  of  those  laws,  and  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  repealed  or  so  modified  or  changed  as  to  impair  their  efl^iciency;  and  that 
laws  ought  to  be  made  lor  the  punishment  of  those  who  attempt,  by  rescue  of  the  slave  or  other 
illegal  means,  to  hinder  or  defeat  the  due  execution  of  said  laws. 

2.  That  all  State  laws  which  conilict  with  the  fugitive  slave  acts,  or  any  other  constitutional 
acts  of  Congress,  or  which  in  their  operation  impede,  hinder,  or  delay  the  free  coin^se  and  due 
execution  of  any  of  said  acts,  are  null  and  void  by  the  plain  provisions  of  the  C(Uistitution  of 
the  United  States.  Yet  those  State  laws,  void  as  they  are,  have  given  color  to  practices,  and 
led  to  consequences  which  have  obstructed  the  due  administration  aird  execution  of  acts  of  Con- 
gress, and  especially  the  acts  for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  have  thereby  contributed 
much  to  the  discord  and  commotion  now  prevailing.  Tliis  convention,  therel'ore,  in  the  present 
perilous  juncture,  does  not  deem  it  improper,  respectfully  and  earnestly,  to  recommend  tlie  lepeal 
of  those  laws  to  the  several  States  which  have  enacted  them,  or  such  legislative  corrections  or 
explanations  of  them  as  may  prevent  their  being  used  or  perverted  to  such  mischievous  purposes. 

3.  That  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  commonly  called 
the  fugitive  slave  law,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  make  the  fee  of  the  commissioner,  men- 
tioned in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act,  equal  in  amount,  in  the  cases  decided  by  him,  whether 
his  decision  be  in  favor  of  or  against  the  claimant.  And  to  avoid  misconstruction,  the  last  clause 
of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act,  which  authorizes  the  person  holding  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  or 
detention  of  a  fugitive  slave  to  summon  to  his  aid  the  posse  coinitatus,  and  wliich  declares  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  assist  him  in  its  execution,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
expressly  limit  the  authority  and  duty  to  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  resistance,  or  danger  of 
resistance  or  rescue. 

4.  That  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  especially  those  prohibit- 
ing the  importati  n  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  made  effectual,  and  ought  to 
be  thoroughly  executed,  and  all  further  enactments  necessary  to  those  ends  ought  to  be  promptly 
made. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 
Yote : 

Ayes — Kentucky,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Virginia — 4. 

Noes — dimiecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  M:iine.  Massachusetts, Maryhmd,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Peimsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Teiniessee,  Vermont,  Kansas — 16. 

So  the  amendment  Avas  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dent,  of  Marjdatid.  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State. 
.Mr.  Clay,  according  to  previous  notice,  moved  to  amend  said  report  by 
striking  out  the  same,  and  inserting  the  following: 

Whereas  the  Union  is  in  danger;  and  owing  to  the  unhaj^py  divisions  existing  in  Congress, 
.t  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  that  body  to  concur,  in  both  its  branches,  by  th»: 
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requisite  mijority,  so  as  to  enable  it  either  to  adopt  such  measures  of  legislation,  or  to  recom- 
mend to  the  States  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  as  are  deemed  necessary  and  proper  t» 
avert  th;it  dangc;  and  whereas  in  so  great  an  emergency,  the  o|)inioii  and  judgment  of  th« 
people  ought  to  be  heard,  and  would  be  the  best  and  surest  guide  to  their  representatives;  there- 
fore, 

Resolved.  Tliat  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  without  delay,  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 
people,  and  submitting  to  their  vote  the  following  re.-olutions  as  the  basis  for  the  final  and  perma- 
nent settlemenf.  of  those  disputes  that  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country  and  threaten  the 
existence  of  the  Union. 

And  that  whereas,  serious  and  alarming  dissensions  have  arisen  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  States,  concerning  the  rights  and  security  of  the  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States,  and 
especially  their  rights  in  the  common  territory  of  tlie  United  States;  and  whereas,  it  is  tniinentlj 
desirable  and  proper  that  those  dissensions,  which  now  threaten  the  very  existence  of  this  Union, 
should  be  permanently  quieted  and  settleil  by  constitutional  provisions,  which  shall  do  e;;u:il  jus- 
tice to  all  sections,  and  thereby  restore  to  the  people  that  peace  and  good  will  which  ought  t» 
prevail  between  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  :  therefore, 

Resolccd,  That  the  following  articles  be,  and  are  hereby,  proposed  and  submitted  as  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
as  part  of  said  Constitution,  when  ratified  by  conventions  of  three  fourths  of  the  several  States. 

Article  I.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held,  or  hereafter  ac(iuired,  situate 
nortli  of  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  ai 
a  punishment  for  crime,  is  prohibited,  while  such  territory  shall  remain  under  territorial  govern- 
ment. In  all  the  territory  south  of  said  line  of  latitude  slavery  of  ihe  African  race  is  hereby 
recognized  as  existing,  and  shall  not  be  interfered  with  by  Congress  ;  but  hall  be  protected  a,( 
properly  by  all  the  departments  of  the  territorial  government  during  its  continuance  ;  ami  when 
any  territory  north  oi- south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall 
contain  the  popuhuion  requisite  for  a  member  of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  federal  ratio  of 
representation  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall,  if  its  foim  of  government  be  repub- 
lican, be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  e((ual  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without 
slaveiy,  as  the  constitution  of  such  ncw^  State  may  provide. 

Article  2.  Congress  shall  ha\e  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  places  under  its  exclusive  juris- 
diction, and  situate  within  the  limits  of  States  that  permit  the  holding  of  slaves. 

Article  3.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  wiiluii  the  District  of  Columbia, 
80  long  lis  it  exists  in  the  adjoining  States  of  Virginia  and  M  uylaud,  or  either,  nor  without  the 
consent  of  the  inhabitants,  nor  without  just  compensation  first  made  to  such  owners  of  slaves 
as  do  not  consent  to  such  abolishment.  Nor  shall  Congress  at  any  time  prohibit  officer! 
of  the  Federal  Government,  or  members  of  Congress,  whose  duties  require  them  to  be  in  said 
District,  from  bringing  with  them  their  slaves,  and  holding  them  as  such  during  the  time  their 
duties  mtiy  require  them  to  remain  there,  and  afterwards  taking  them  from  the  District. 

Article  4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  or  hinder  the  transportation  of  slavei 
fi'om  one  State  to  another,  or  to  a  Territory  in  which  slaves  are  by  law  permitted  to  be  held, 
whetlier  that  transportation  be  by  land,  navigable  rivers,  or  by  the  sea.  And  the  right  of  transit 
by  the  owners  with  their  slaves,  in  passing  to  or  from  one  slaveholding  State  or  Territory  to 
another,  between  and  through  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  Territories,  shall  be  protected. 

Article  5.  That,  in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
vide by  law,  and  it  shall  be  its  duty  so  to  provide,  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  owner 
who  shall  apply  for  it,  the  full  value  of  his  fugitive  slave,  in  all  cases,  when  the  marshal,  or 
other  officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrest  said  fugitive,  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  violence 
or  intimidation,  or  when,  after  arrest,  said  fugitive  was  rescued  by  force,  and  the  owner  thereby 
prevented  and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit  of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  his  fugitive  slave, 
under  the  said  clause  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof.  And  in 
all  such  cases,  when  the  United  States  shall  pay  for  such  fugitive,  they  sliall  have  the  power 
to  reimburse  themselves  by  imposing  and  collecting  a  tax  on  the  county  or  city  in  which  said  vio- 
lence, intimidation,  or  rescue  was  committed,  equal  in  amount  to  the  sum  paid  by  them,  with 
the  addition  of  interest  and  the  costs  of  collection;  and  the  said  county  or  city  after  it  has  paid 
said  amount  to  the  United  Stales,  may,  for  its  indemnity,  sue  and  recover  from  the  wrong-doera, 
or  rescuers,  by  whom  the  owner  was  prevented  from  the  recovery  of  his  fugitive  slave,  in  lika 
manner  as  the  owner  himself  might  have  sued  and  recovered 

Article  6.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Contitution  shall  affect  the  fivepreceding  articles, 
nor  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  nor  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  said  Constitution,  and  no  amend- 
ment shall  be  made  to  the  Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  any  power  to 
abolish  or  interfere  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  by  whose  laws  it  is  or  may  be  allowed  or 
permitted. 

AiiTicLE  7.  Sec  1.  The  elective  franchise  and  the  right  to  hold  office,  whether  federal,  State, 
territorial,  or  municipal,  shall  not  be  exercised  by  persons  who  are,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the 
African  race. 
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Sec.  2.  Tlic  United  States  shall  liave  power  to  acquire  from  time  to  time,  di-^tricts  of  country, 
in  Africa  and  Soutli  America,  for  the  colonization,  at  expense  of  the  federal  Treasury,  of  such 
free  negioo.s  and  niulattocs  as  the  several  States  may  wish  to  have  i'enio\ed  from  tluir  limits, 
and  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  such  other  places  as  may  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Congress. 

And  whereas,  also,  besides  those  causes  of  dissension  embraced  in  the  fore.^oing  amendments 
proposed  to  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  there  are  others  which  come  within  the  juri.s- 
diction  of  Con<:;ress,  and  may  be  remedied  by  its  leuislative  power;  and  whereas,  it  is  the  desire 
of  tins  Convention,  as  far  as  its  influence  may  extend,  to  remove  all  just  cause  for  the  popular 
discontent  and  agitation  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  threaten  the  stability 
of  its  institutir)ns:  therefore, 

1.  Resolrcd,  That  the  laws  now  in  force  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  are  in  strict  pur- 
suance of  the  plain  and  mandatory  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  have  been  sanctioned  as 
valid  and  constitutional  by  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  that  the 
slavehohiing  States  are  entitled  to  tlie  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  those  laws,  and  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  repealed  or  so  modified  or  changed  as  to  impair  their  efficiency;  and  that 
laws  ought  to  be  made  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  attempt,  by  rescue  of  the  slave  or  other 
illegal  means,  to  hinder  or  defeat  the  due  execution  of  said  laws. 

2.  That  all  State  laws  which  conflict  with  the  fugitive  slave  acts,  or  any  other  constitutional 
acts  of  Congress,  or  which  in  their  operation  impede,  hinder,  or  delay  the  free  course  and  due 
execution  of  any  of  said  acts,  are  null  and  void  by  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Yet  those  State  laws,  void  as  they  are,  have  given  color  to  practices,  and 
led  to  consequences  which  have  obstructed  the  due  administration  and  execution  of  ac's  of  Con- 
gress, snd  especially  the  acts  for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  have  thcreV>y  contributed 
much  to  the  discord  and  commotion  now  prevailing.  This  Convention,  therefm-e,  in  the  present 
perilous  juncture,  does  not  deem  it  improper,  respectfully  and  earnestly,  to  recommend  the  repeal 
of  those  laws  to  the  several  States  which  have  enacted  them,  or  such  legislative  correcions  or 
explanations  of  them  as  may  prevent  their  being  used  or  perverted  to  such  mischievous  purposes. 

3.  That  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  September,  eighteen  hunded  and  fifty,  commonly  called  the 
fugitive  slave  law,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  make  the  fee  of  the  commissioner,  mentioned 
in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act,  equal  in  amount,  in  the  cases  decided  by  him,  whether  his 
decision  be  in  favor  of  or  against  the  claimant.  And  to  avoid  misconstruction,  the  last  clause 
of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act,  which  authorizes  the  person  holding  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  or 
detention  of  a  fugitive  slave  to  summon  to  his  aid  the  posse  comitatus,  and  which  declares  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  assist  him  in  its  execution,  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to 
expressly  limit  the  authority  and  duty  to  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  resistance,  or  danger  of 
resistance  or  rescue. 

4.  That  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  especially  those  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  made  effectual,  a.id  ou£;ht  to 
be  thoroughly  executed,  and  all  further  enactments  necessary  to  those  ends  ought  to  be  promptly 
made. 

The  question  on   agreeing  to  said  amendment  resulted  in  the  following 

vote: 

Ayes — Kentuclvy,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 5. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana.  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  Ne^ 
Jersy,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont — 14. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dent,  of  Maryland,  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State. 
Mr.  Tuck,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to  amend  said  report  by  striking 
out,  and  inserting  as  follows  : 

To  THE  People  of  the  United  States  : 

On  the  4th  day  of  February,  1861,  in  compliance  with  the  invitation  of  the  State  of  Virginia , 
commissioners  from  several  other  States  met  the  commissioners  of  that  State  ii  Conference  Con- 
vention, in  the  city  of  Washington.  From  time  to  time,  commissioners  from  other  States  appear- 
ed, appointed,  as  were  those  who  first  appeared,  some  by  the  Legislatures,  and  some  by  the  Gov- 
ernors of  their  respective  States,  until,  on  the  23d  instant,  twenty-one  States  were  then  repre- 
sented. The  Convention  thus  constituted  claims  no  authority  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  ; 
but  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  existing  dissensions  and  dangers,  procei-ded  to  a  careful 
consideration  of  them  and  the  r  appropriate  remedies,  and  having  brought  their  deliberations  to 
a,  close,  now  submit  the  result  to  the  judgment  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

We  recognize  and  deplore  the  divisions  and  distractions  which  now  afflict  our  country,  inter- 
rupt its  prosperity,  disturb  its  peace,  and  endanger  the  Union  of  the  States  ;  but  we  repel  the 
conclusion  that  any  alienations  or  dissensions  exist  which  are  irreconcilable,  which  justify 
attempts  at  revolution,  or  which  the  patriotism  and  fraternal  sentiments  of  the  people,  aud  the 
interests  and  honor  of  the  whole  nation,  will  not  overcome. 
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In  a  country  embracing  the  central  and  most  important  portion  of  a  continent,  among  a  people 
now  numbering  over  tliirty  millions,  diversities  of  opinion  inevitably  exist ;  and  rivalries,  inten- 
eified  at  times  by  local  interests  and  sectional  attachments,  mnst  often  occur  ;  yet  we  dn  not 
doubt  that  the  theory  of  our  government  is  the  best  which  is  possible  for  this  nation,  that  the 
Union  of  the  States  is  of  vital  importance,  and  tiiat  the  Constitution,  wliich  expresses  tlie  com- 
bined wisdom  of  the  illustrious  founders  of  the  government,  is  still  the  palladium  of  our  liber- 
ties, adequate  to  every  emergency,  and  justly  entitled  to  the  support  of  every  good  citizen. 

It  embraces,  in  its  provisions  and  spirit,  all  the  defense  and  protection  which  any  section  of 
the  country  can  rightfully  demand,  or  honorably  concede. 

Adopted  with  primary  reference  to  the  wants  of  five  millions  of  people,  but  with  the  wisest 
reference  to  future  expansion  and  development,  it  has  carried  us  onward  with  a  rapid  increase  of 
numbers,  an  accumuUition  of  wealth,  and  a  degree  of  happiness  and  general  prosperity  never 
attained  by  any  other  nation. 

Whatever  branch  of  industry,  or  whatever  staple  production  shall  become,  in  the  possible 
(Jlianges  of  the  future,  the  leading  interest  of  the  country,  tli^reby  creating  unf  ireseen  compli- 
cations or  new  conlliets  of  opinion  and  interest,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  properlj 
understood,  and  fairly  enforced,  is  equal  to  every  exigency,  a  shield  and  defense  to  all  in  every 
time  of  need.  If,  however,  by  reason  of  a  change  in  circumstances,  or  for  any  cause,  a  portion 
of  the  neople  believe  thev  ousht  to  have  their  rights  more  esactlv  defined  or  more  fullv  explained 
in  the  L/onsiitutiun,  it  is  tiieir  uuty,  in  accurUance  wiui  lus  provisions,  lu  seeK  a  reiueuy  u_i  way 
of  amendment  to  that  instrument ;  and  it  is  ilie  duty  of  all  the  States  to  concur  in  such  amend- 
ments as  m  ly  be  found  necessary  to  in>ure  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  announce  to  the  country  the  sentiments  of  this  Convention,  respecting 
not  only  the  remedy  which  sliould  be  sought  for  existing  discontents,  but  also  to  communicate  to 
the  public  what  we  believe  to  be  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  country,  we  adopt  the  following 
resolutions  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recognize  the  well  understood  proposition  that  the  Consti- 
tution of  tlie  United  States  gives  no  power  to  Congress,  or  any  branch  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  ;  and  we  are  assured,  by 
abundant  testimony,  that  neither  of  the  great  political  organizations  existing  in  the  country  con- 
templates a  violation  of  the  spiiit  of  the  Constitution  in  this  regard,  or  the  procuring  of  any 
amendment  thereof,  by  which  Congress,  or  any  department  of  the  General  Government,  shall 
ever  have  jurisdiction  over  slavery  in  any  of  the  States. 

2d.  Rrsoined,  That  the  Constitution  was  ordained  and  established,  as  set  forth  in  the  preamble, 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfire,  and  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves  and  their  posterity;  and  when  the  people  of  any  St.ite  are 
not  in  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  benefits  intended  to  be  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution,  or 
their  rights  under  it  are  disregarded,  their  tranquility  disturbed,  thci''  prosperity  retarded,  or  their 
liberty  imperiled  by  the  people  of  any  other  State,  full  and  adequate  redress  can  and  ought  to  be 
provided  for  such  grievances. 

3d.  Resolved,  Tint  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  acts  of  Congress  in  pursu- 
ance thei-eof,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  to  which  every  citizen  owes  faithful  obedience; 
and  it  is  therefore  respectfully  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  consider 
impartially  whatever  complaints  may  be  made  of  acts,  as  inconsistent  therev/ith,  by  sister  States 
or  their  citizens,  and  carefully  revise  their  statutes,  in  view  of  such  complaints,  and  to  repeal 
whatever  provisions  may  be  found  to  be  in  contravention  of  that  supreme  law. 

4tb.  Resolved.  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  of 
the  Union  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  of  Illinois, 
in  api'lying  to  Congress  to  call  a  Convention  for  the  proposing  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Stales,  pursuant  to  the  fifth  article  thereof. 

The  queslion  ou  agreeing  to  said  aniendment  resulted  in  the  following 
vote: 

AvF.s — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Ilamp- 
ehire,  Vermont — 9. 

Noes— Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 11. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bfockenbrough  proposed  to  amend  said  report  by  what  lie  read. 

Tlie  Chair  ruled  the  same  out  of  order. 

Mr.  (rutlirie  moved  that  the  Convention  proceed  to  vote  on  the  secliona 
of  the  Import  as  amended,  section  by  section  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Edis,  of  Indiana,  moved  so  to  amend  the  rule  that  the  report  shall 
be  taken  up,  and  each  section  and  each  distinct  proposition  be  voted  on 
Bcparately. 
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Tlio  Cliuir  determined  llic  motion  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Ciutlirie  moved  the  adoption  of  the  let  section,  as  follows: 

ARTICLE  13. 

Section  1.  In  all  the  present  territory  of  the  United  States,  north  of  the  parallel  of  thirty-six 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  ]  unislinient  of  crime, 
is  i)roliibited.  In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  luie,  the  status  of  persons  lield  to  invol- 
untary service  or  Ia^l()r,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be  chanjied  ;  nor  sliall  any  law  lie  passed  bj 
Congrei-s  or  the  Territorial  Legislature  to  hinder  or  jirevent  the  taking  of  such  persons  from  any 
of  the  .States  of  this  Union  to  said  territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  from  said  relation;  but 
the  game  shall  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizance  in  the  federal  courts,  according  to  the  course  of 
the  coniiTion  law.  When  any  territory  north  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  boundary  as  Con- 
gress may  i)rescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  that  required  for  a  member  ot  Congress, 
it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  etiiial  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  involuntary  servitude,  as  the  constitution  of  such 
State  may  provide. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  said  scetioti  resulted  in  the  following  vote: 

Ayks — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rliode  Island,  Ten- 
nessee— 8. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massacliusetts,  Missouri,  New  York,  North  Caro- 
lina, New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Virginia — 11. 

So  the  section  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  States: 

Mr.  Jiutfin  and  Mr.  Morehead,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Totten,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Coalter  and  Mr.  Hough,  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Bronson,  Mr.  Corning,  Mr.  Dodge,  Mr.  Wool,  and  Mr.  Granger,  of 
\Se\v  York. 

Mr.  Meredith  and  Mr.  Wilmot,  of  Penns^^lvania. 

Mr.  Kives  and  Mr.  Summers  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Butler,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Logan,  of  Illinois. 

A  reconsideration  of  said  vote  was  called  by  Illinois,  and  agreed  to — 14 
to  5. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  said  section,  Mr.  Granger  moved  an 
adjournment  to  half-]>ast  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 


7^  O  CLOCK,    p.    M. 

The  C'Onvention  assembled  according  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Wicklitfe,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  Convention  adjourn  to  10  o'clock, 
the  27th. 

Which  was  agreed  to — ayes  17,  noes  5. 
So  the  Convention  adjourned. 


Washington  City,  February  27,  1861. 

The  Convention  met  pttrsuant  to  adjournment. 
President  Tyler  in  the  chair. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  jiraj^cr  from  the  Eev.  Dr.  Gurley. 
Tlie  order  of  tlie  day  was  the  adoption  of  the  first  sectioji. 
Mr.  Guthrie  moved   the   adoption  of  the  first  section  of  the  report,  as 
amended,  and  reading  as  follows  : 
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Section  1.  In  all  the  present,  territory  of  the  United  States,  n"rth  of  the  parallel  of  thirty-six 
decrees  and  tliirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  piwiishment  of 
crime,  is  proiiiUited.  In  all  the  present  territory  south  of  that  line,  tlie  status  of  persons  iield 
to  invohnitary  service  nr  labor,  as  it  now  exists,  shall  not  be  changed;  nor  shall  any  law  be  passed 
by  Congress  or  the  Ten-itorial  Legislature  to  hinder  or  prevent  the  taking  of  such  pers  ns  from 
any  of  'he  States  of  this  Union  to  said  territory,  nor  to  impair  the  rights  arising  from  said  rela- 
tion; bur  the  same  shad  be  subject  to  judicial  cognizmce  in  the  federal  courts,  according  to  the 
course  "f  the  common  law.  Wlien  any  territory  n<jrth  or  south  of  said  line,  within  such  bcumdary 
as  Congress  may  prescribe,  shall  contain  a  population  equal  to  tiiat  required  tor  a  member  of 
Congress,  it  shall,  if  its  form  of  government  be  republican,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  aa 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  without  involuntary  servitude,  as  the  coustitutioa 
of  such  Stale  may  provide. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  re.'^iilted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Teimessee — 9. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire,  Vermoat, 
Virginia — ^. 

8o  the  section  was  adopted. 

On  calling  New  York,  the  members  stated  that  one  of  their  number  was 
absent,  and  the  delegation  were  divided.  Inquiry  was  made  of  the  Presi- 
dent whether  an  absent  member  could  vote.  The  President  decided  he 
could  not,  without  general  leave. 

New  York,  Indiana,  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

AVhen  Indiana  was  called  to  vote  on  the  first  section,  Mr.  Ilackelman 
rose  and  said: 

The  Commissioners  of  Indiana  were  appointed  by  virtue  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State,  which  required  them  to  report  to  the  Legislature  any  proposition  before  voting 
for  it  finally,  so  as  to  commit  the  State.  It  is  impossible  to  obtain  the  time  to  submit  the  pro- 
posed amendments  to  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  for  its  approval  or  rejection.  Indiana,  tlierefor«, 
declines  to  vote. 

Indiana  having  declined  to  vote,  Mr.  T.  C.  Slaughter  asked  to  have  bis 
individual  vote  entered  in  the  affirmative  on  first  section. 

Mr.  Ellis,  of  Indiana,  for  the  i-eason  stated  above,  asked  to  have  his 
individual  vote  entered  in  the  negative  on  the  first  section. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  States: 
Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Butler,  of  Kentucky. 
Mr.  Kuffin  and  Mr.  Morehead,  of  North  Carolina. 
Mr.  Meredith  and  Mr.  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Totten,  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Rives  and  Mr.  Summers,  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Wolcott,  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Guthrie  moved  the  adoption  of  the_second  section  of  the  report,  as 
amended,  and  reading  as  follows: 

SEcrroN  2.  No  territory  shall  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  except  by  discovery,  and  for 
naval  and  commercial  stations,  depots,  and  transit  routes,  without  the  concurrence  of  a  majority 
of  all  theSenitors  from  Stites  which  allow  involuntary  servitude,  and  a  m  ijority  of  all  the 
Senators  from  States  wliicli  prohibit  that  relation;  nor  shall  territory  be  acquired  by  treaty, 
unless  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Senators  from  each  class  of  States  hereinbefore  mentioned 
be  cast  as  a  part  of  the  two  thirds  majority  necessary  to  the  ratification  of  such  treaty. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes— Delaware,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jer.sey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 11. 

Noes— Connecticut,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont — S. 
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New  York  and  Kansas  avcvc  divided. 

So  the  section  was  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  tliclr  States: 

Mr.  Meredith  and  Mr.  Wilmot,  of  Permsylvania. 

Mr.  Ruflin  and  Mr.  Morehead,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Iventucky. 

Mr.  Ilackelnian  and  Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  third  section  of 
the  report,  as  amended,  and  reading  as  follows  : 

Section  3.  Neither  the  Constitution,  nor  any  amendment  thereof,  shall  be  eonstrued  to  give 
Congress  power  to  regulate,  abolish,  or  control,  with.n  any  St  ite,  the  re'ation  established  or  recng- 
rized  by  the  laws  tliereof  touching  persons  held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  therein,  nor  to 
interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service  in  the  District  of  Columbia  without  the  consent  of 
Marvhind  and  without  the  ccmsent  of  the  owners,  or  mal-ino-  the  owners  who  do  not  consent  just 
compensation;  nor  the  power  to  inierfere  with  or  pruiujjic  ncpieseaiaiives  ana  oiiiois  iiuui  uiiiig- 
ing  with  them  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  retaining,  and  t:iking  away,  persons  so  held  to  labor 
or  service;  nor  the  power  to  interfere  with  or  abolish  involuntary  service  in  places  under  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  within  those  States  and  Territories  where  the  same  is 
established  or  recognized;  nor  the  power  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transportation  of  persons 
held  to  labor  or  involuntary  service  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  any  other 
State  or  Territory  thereof  where  it  is  established  or  recognized  by  law  or  usage;  and  the  right 
durii  g  transportation,  by  sea  or  river,  of  touching  at  ports,  shores,  and  landings,  and  of  landing 
in  ca?e  of  distress,  shall  exist;  but  not  the  rigiit  of  transit  in  or  through  any  State  or  Territory, 
or  of  sale  or  traffic,  against  the  laws  thereof.  Nor  shall  Congress  have  power  to  authorize  any 
higher  rate  of  taxation  on  persons  held   to  labor  or  service  than  on  land. 

The  bringing  into  the  District  of  Columbia  of  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  for  sale,  or 
placing  them  iu  depots  to  be  afterwards  transferred  to  other  places  for  sale  as  merchandise,  is 
prohibited. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  resulted  in  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes — Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  OhiO|» 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 12. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont — 7. 

New  York  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

So  the  section  was  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  States: 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Slaughter,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Chaste  and  Mr.  Wolcott,  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fourth  section  of 
the  report,  as  amended,  and  reading  as  folloAvs: 

SscTiOM  4.  The  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  of  the  States,  by  appropriate  legislation,  and  through 
the  action  of  their  judicial  and  ministerial  officers,  from  enforcing  the  delivery  of  fugitives  frona 
labor  to  the  person  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is  due. 

The  question  on  the  adoj^tion  of  said  section  resulted  in  the  following 
vote : 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey, 
Noith  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvani;i,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  Virginia — 15. 
Noes — Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire — 4. 

New  York  and  Kansas  were  divided. 

So  the  section  Avas  adopted. 

The  followi)ig  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  States  : 

]\Ir.  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Ilackleman,  Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Wolcott,  of  Ohio. 
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Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fifth  section  of  tho 
report,  as  amended,  and  reading  as  follows: 

Section  5.  The  foreign  slave  trade  is  hereby  forever  proliibited  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  dvity  of 
Conjjre.^s  to  pa<s  laws  to  prevent  tlie  importation  of  slaves,  coolies,  or  persons  held  to  service  or 
labor,  into  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  from  places  beyond  the  limits  thereof. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  residted  in  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes — Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  and 
Kansas — 16. 

Noes — Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia — 5. 

So  this  section  was  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  States  : 
Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Connecticut. 

-h  r         /-^i  o    'r^     --,(-,    -1 

Mr.  Ruffin,  Mr.  Morehead,  of  Xorth  Carolina. 
Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Ilackloman,  Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  muved  the  adoption  of  the  sixth  section  of 
the  report  as  amended,  and  reading  as  follows : 

Section  6.  The  first,  third,  and  fifth  sections,  together  with  this  section  of  these  amendments, 
and  the  third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  tho 
third  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof,  shall  not  be  amended  or 
abolished  without  the  consent  of  all  the  States. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  resulted  in  the  following 
vote  : 

AvEs — Delaware,  Illinois.  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Kansas — 11. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  North  Carolina,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Virginia — 9. 

New  York  was  divided. 

So  this  section  was  adopted. 

The  lollowing  gentlemen  dissented  from  the  vote  of  their  States  : 

Mr.  iiufiin,  Mr.  Morehead,  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Summers,  Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  Guthrie,  of  Kentuck}^,  moved  tlie  adoption  of  tho  seventh  section 
of  the  report,  as  amended,  and  reading  as  follows: 

Section  7.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  the  owner  the 
full  value  of  his  fugitive  from  labor,  in  all  cases  where  the  marshal,  or  other  officer,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  arrest  such  fugitive,  vvas  prevented  from  so  doing  b}'  violence  or  intimid  ition  from  mobs 
or  riotous  assemblages,  or  when,  after  arrest,  such  fugitive  was  rescued  by  like  violen'^e  or  in- 
timidation, and  ihe  owner  thereby  deprived  of  the  same  ;  and  the  acceptance  of  such  payment 
shall  pre'.'lule  ihe  owner  from  further  claim  to  such  fugitive.  Congress  shall  provide  by  law  for 
securing  to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  privileges  aud  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  said  section  resulted  in  the  lollowing 
vote  : 

Ayes — Delaware  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  .Miryland,  New  Jersey,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio* 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Teiniessee,  Kanses — ['2. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Iowa,  M  line,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Vermont,  Virginia — 7. 

New  York  was  divided. 

So  this  last  section  was  adopted. 

10 
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The  fullowin,£^  cffiitlemcn  di^^.scntcd  from  llie  vote  of  their  States: 
iMi-.  Iiiiffin,  of  North  Carolina. 
^Ir.  Morchcad,  of  North  Carolina. 
Mr.  'rotten,  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  Ilaekleinan,  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  Orth,  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  Chase,  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Wolcott,  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Chase  called  for  the  consideration  of  the  seven  propositions  as  a 
whole  collectively. 

The  President  decided  that  the  Convention,  having  gone  through, 
amended,  and  adopted  said  sections  in  severalty,  and  then  having  deter- 
mined and  passed  on  the  same  as  amended  in  severalty,  the  whole  were 
adopted,  and  no  further  vote  could  be  taken. 

Mr.  Chase  ap])ealed  from  the  decision  of  the  President. 
The  Presidejit  stated  his  decision. 
Mr.  Chase  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  Franklin,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  : 

Rpxohied,  A?  tlie  sense  of  this  Convention,  tlwt  the  highest  political  duty  of  every  citizen  of 
the  U/iited  StiUes  is  liis  allegiance  to  the  F'edei;i!  Government,  created  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  no  State  of  this  Union  has  any  constitutional  right  to  secede  therefrom, 
or  to  absolve  the  citizens  of  such  State  from  their  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Barringer  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  And  the  vote 
by  States  resulted  as  follows  : 

Ayes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Ten- 
nessee, Virginia — 9. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Hamp- 
shiie,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Kansas — 12. 

The  Convention  refused  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Coalter,  of  Missouri,  offered  the  following  as  an  amendment  and 
substitute : 

The  term  of  office  of  all  Presidents  and  Vice  Presidents  of  the  United  States  hereafter  elected 
ghall  be  six  years  ;  and  any  person  once  elected  to  either  of  said  ofdces  shall  ever  after  be  in- 
eligible to  the  same  office. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Seddon  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  and  inserting  his  second 
set  of  amendments,  as  follows: 

To  secure  concert  and  promote  harmony  between  the  slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  Senators  from  the  slaveholding  States,  and 
of  the  majority  of  the  Senators  from  the  non-slaveholding  States,  shall  be  requisite  to  the  valid- 
ity of  all  action  of  the  Senate,  on  which  the  ayes  and  noes  may  be  called  by  five  Senators. 

And  on  a  written  deelarution,  signed  and  presented  for  record  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate 
by  a  mijurity  of  the  Senators  from  either  tjie  nun-slaveholding  or  slaveholding  States,  of  their 
want  of  conlidence  in  any  officer  or  appointee  of  ihe  Executive,  exercising  functions  exclusively 
or  continuously  within  the  class  of  States,  or  any  of  them,  which  the  signers  represent,  ihen  such 
officer  shall  be  removed  by  the  Executive;  and  if  not  removed  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days 
from  the  presentation  of  such  declaration,  the  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant,  and  open  to  new 
appointment. 

The  ciumection  of  every  State  with  the  Union  is  recognized  as  depending  on  the  continuing 
assent  of  its  people,  and  compulsion  shall  in  no  case,  nor  under  any  form,  be  attempted  by  the 
government  of  the  Union  against  a  State  acting  in  its  collective  or  organic  capacity.  Any  State, 
by  the  action  of  a  convention  of  its  people,  as>-embled  pursuant  to  a  law  of  its  Legislature,  is 
hjld  entiiled  to  dissolve  its  relation  to  tiie  Federal  Government,  and  withdraw  from  the  Union; 
and,  on  due  notice  given  of  such  withdrawal  to  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  he  shall  appoint 
two  commissioners,  to  meet  two  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
who,  with  the  aid,  if  needed  from  the  disagreement  of  the  commissioners,  of  an  umpire,  to  be 
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gelected  by  a  imjority  of  them,  shall  equitably  adjudicate  and  determine  finally  apartilion  of  the 
rights  ami  obligations  of  the  withdrawing  State;  and  such  adjudication  and  iiarlilion  being 
accompHshod,  the  withdrawal  of  such  State  shall  be  recognized  by  the  Executive,  and  announced 
by  puljlic  proclamation  to  the  world. 

But  such  withdrawing  State  shall  not  afterwards  be  re-admitted  into  the  Union  without  the 
a«isent  of  two  thirds  of  the  States  constituting  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the  proposed  re-admis- 
iion. 

The  amondineiils  were  laid  on  the  table,  with  leave  to  have  them  placed 
on  the  journal. 

The  question  recurring  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  liutlin  moved  to  postpone  the  consitleration    of  the  same   indefi- 
nitely; and  the  same  was  postponed,  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Olilo,  Rhode 
Island,  Tennessee,  Virginia — 10. 

Noes — Connecticut, Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania — 7. 

New  York  was  divided. 

Mr.  Duncan,  of  Rhode  Island,  dissented  from  the  vote  of  his  State. 

Mr.  Ames  dissented  from  his  State. 

Mr.  Guthrie  offered  the  following  preamble. 

To  THE  Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

The  Convention  assembled  upon  the  invitation  of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  adjust  the  unhappy 
differences  which  now  disturb  tlie  peace  of  the  Union  and  threaten  its  continuance,  make  known 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  their  body  convened  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the 
4th  instant,  and  continued  in  session  until  the27tii. 

There  were  in  the  body,  when  action  was  taken  u]ion  that  which  is  here  submitted,  one  hun- 
dred and  tliirty-three  commissioners,  rcpreseiting  the  following  States:  Maine,  New  flamp'-hire, 
Vermonc,  Massachusetts,  Rliode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Ft nnsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas. 

Tliey  have  approved  what  is  herewith  submitted,  and  respectfully  request  that  y^nr  lionoi-uble 
body  will  submit  it  to  conventions  in  the  States  as  an  article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Piandolph  moved  that  the  preamble  be  adopted,  and  that  the  same, 
together  with  the  seven  projiositions,  be  authenticated  by  the  President 
and  Secretar}^,  and  the  same  should  be  presented  by  President  Tyler  to 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  ask  the  passage  thereof. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barringer  moved  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  against  speaking  of 
the  action  of  the  Convention,  or  the  publication  of  its  proceedings,  be  now 
removed. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Missouri,  asked  leave  to  offer  and  have  placed  in  this 
journal,  the  following: 

Resolved,  Tliat  while  the  adoption,  by  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama* 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  of  ordinances  declaring  the  dissolution  of  their  relations  with 
the  Union,  is  an  event  deeply  to  be  deplored,  and  while  abstaining  from  any  judgment  on  their 
conduct,  we  would  express  the  earnest  hope  that  they  may  soon  see  cause  to  i-esume  their  hon- 
ored places  in  this  confederacy  of  States  ;  yet,  to  the  end  that  such  return  m:iy  be  facilitated, 
and  from  the  conviction  that  the  Union  being  formed  by  the  assent  of  the  people  of  the  respec- 
tive States,  and  being  compaiible  only  with  freedom,  anii  the  republican  institutions  guarantied 
to  each,  cannot  and  ought  not  to  he  maintained  by  forc(!,  we  deprecate  any  ettbi-t  by  the  Fetleral 
Government  to  coerce,  in  any  form,  the  said  States  to  re-union  or  submission,  as  tending  to  irre- 
parable breach,  and  leading  to  incalcuable  ills;  and  we  earnestly  invoke  the  abstinence  from  all 
counsels  or  measures  of  compulsion  towards  them. 

Leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  Pollock,  on  bwhalf  of  the  ('(tmmitlee  on  Finance,  rcjiorted  that  they 
had  examined  into  the  expenses  necessary  to  be  met  b}'  the  Convention. 
That  the  printing  of  the  journal  would  be  done  by  the  city.     They  have 
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found  that  tlic  i\ggrc<j^i\ic  amount  will  l)c  $735.  The  portion  of  each  State 
is  comscfjucntly  5?35,  if  the  Convention  decide  to  make  an  cffual  instalment 
upon  all  the  States. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  the  adoption  of  the  folUnviiig: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  received  and  accepted;  that  the  committee  bo 
continued,  and  requested  to  make  the  necessary  disbursements;  and  that  tiie  States  now  pay 
over  the  sum  assessed  to  the  chairman. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Loomis,  of  Pennsylvania,  sent  to  the  Secretary's  table  and  caused 
to  be  read  the  following  letter : 

Crafts  J.  Wright,  Esq., 

Secretary  Conference  Convention  : 

Sir  :  Please  inform  the  Convention  that  we  have  tendered,  free  of  charge,  the  use  of  our  hall 
and  lichts,  which  they  have  occupied.     We  hope  the  use  may  be  sanctified  by  restoring  peace 

""FE^RUARvb,  1861.  '    ^  '         "j''cT''&  H.  A.  WILLARD. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Loomis  offered  and  asked  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resohxtion  : 

^Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  justly  due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  the 
Messrs.  Willard  for  the  liberal  and  generous  tender,  free  of  charge,  of  the  use  of  the  hall  and 
the  lights  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  their  letter  to  the  Secretary  ;  and  that  the  Secretary  bo 
requested  to  communicate  to  them  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dodge,  of  New  York,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  justly  due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  the 
Mayor  and  Council  of  the  city  of  Washington,  for  their  kindness  and  liberality  to  the  membera 
of  this  Convention,  in  defraying  so  large  an  amount  of  their  expenses  for  printing  and  stationery, 
and  also  for  the  officers  to  protect  this  hall  and  the  members  from  intrusion  whilst  in  session,  and 
that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  communicate  the  same  to  said  parties. 

Which  w'as  unanimousl}^  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eandolph  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  are  justly 
due  and  be  given  to  the  clergy  of  the  cit}-,  for  their  kind  services  during 
the  Convention;  which  M-as  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  presented  to  the  Secretary  and  his 
assistants. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the  President  for  the  dignified 
and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body. 

AYhich  was  unanimously  agreed  to:  wdicrcui)on  President  Tyler  returned 
to  the  Convention  appropriate  thanks. 

Mr.  Wickliffe,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  Convention  now  close  its 
session  and  adjourn  ;  that  they  informally  meet  and  take  parting  leave  of 
each  other  at  3  o'clock. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  now  adjourning  without  dayj 
which  was  carried  bj'  the  foUoAving  vote : 

Ayes — Delaware,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee, 
Vermont — 9. 

Noes — Connecticut,  Indiana,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania — 6. 

So  the  Convention  adjourned  without  day. 

Note. — The  proposition  of  Judge  Brockenbrough  which  was  to  be  placed  on  the  journal,  has 
not  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  by  Judge  B. 
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"Washington  City,  March  ^th,  18G1. 

The  un.lerslgned  hereby  certifies  that  the  foregoinj;^  Journal,  printed  by 
McGill  &  Withcrow,  has  been  printed  from  the  original  manuscript  Jour- 
nal of  the  Conference  Convention,  which  began  its  session  in  this  city 
February  4th,  and  terminated  February  27th,  1861,  and  that  the  said 
printed  copy  has  been  carefully  compared  with  the  original  papers,  and 
found  to  be  accurate.  CRAFTS  J.  WRIGHT, 

Secretary. 
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NAMES  AND  EESIDENCES 


DELEGATES  TO  THE  CONFERENCE  CONVENTION 


William  P.  Fessenden, 
Lot  M.  Morreil, 
Daniel  E.  Somes, 
John  J.  Perry, 
Ezra  B.  Fi-ench, 
Freeman  H.  Morse, 
Stephen  Coburn, 
Stephen  C.  Foster, 

Amos  Tuck, 
Levi  Chamberlain, 
Asa  Fowler, 


Hi] and  Hall,       - 
Levi  Underwood, 
H.  Henry  Baxter, 
L.  E.  Chittenden, 
B.  D.  Harris, 


John  Z.  Goodrich,    - 
Charles  Allen,     - 
George  S.  Boiitwell, 
ThoM'.i.i'n^  P.  Chandler, 
Francis  B.  '^-owninshield. 
Joiin  M.  Forbes, 
Eichard  P.  Waters, 


MAINE. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 


VERMONT. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Biddeford. 

Biddeford. 

Oxford. 

Da  maris  Cotta. 

Bath. 

Pembroke. 


Exeter. 
Concord, 


North  Bennington. 
Burlinfjton. 
Jiutland. 
Burlington. 
Brattle  boro'. 


StockbridgG. 

Worcester. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Salem. 
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RHODE    ISLAND. 


Sumuel  Ames, 
Alexandei-  Duncan, 
Williuni  W.  Iloppin, 
George  II.  Brown, 
Samuel  G.  Arnold,  - 


PtOger  S.  Baldwin, 
Chauncey  F.  Cleveland, 
Charles  J".  McCurdy, 
James  T.  I'ratt,      '  - 
Kobins  Battell,    - 
Amos  8.  Treat, 


David  Dudley  Field, 
William  Curtis  Noyes, 
Janic3  S.  Wadsworth, 
James  C.  Smith, 
Amaziah  B.  James, 
Erastus  Corning,      - 
Francis  Granger, 
Greene  C.  Bronson. 
William  E.  Dodge, 
John  A.  King, 
John  E.  AVool,     - 


Charles  S.  Olden,      - 
Peter  D.  Vroom, 
Eobert  F.  Stockton, 
Benjamin  Williamson,    - 
Joseph  F.  Randolph, 
Frederick  T.  Frelinglmjscn, 
Rodman  M.  Price,    - 
William  C.  Alexander,   - 
Thomas  J.  vStryker, 


James  Pollock,    - 
William  M.  Meredith, 
David  Wilmot,    - 
A.  W.  Looinis, 
Thomas  E.  Franklin, 
William  McKennan, 
Thomas  White,  - 


George  B.  Rodney, 
Daniel  M.  Bates, 
Henry  Ridgely, 
John  W.  Houston, 
William  Cann  m, 


CONNECTICUT, 


NEW    YORK. 


NEW    JERSEY 


PENNSYLyANIA. 


DELAWARE, 


Providence. 
Providence. 
Providence. 
Providence. 
Providence. 


AYeindham. 
Lyme. 

Bridgeport, 


Kew  York, 

New  York, 

Genesee. 

Canandaigua. 

Ogdensburg. 

Albany. 

Canandaigua. 

New  York. 

New  York, 

Jamaica. 

Troy. 


Princeton. 

Trenton. 

Princeton. 

Elizabeth. 

Trenton. 

Newark. 

Ilai-rison,  Hudson  Co. 

P.  O.  Broadway,  N.Y, 

Trenton. 


Milton. 

Philadelphia. 

Towan(hx. 

Pittsburg. 

Jjancaster. 

AVashington. 

Iiidiana. 


Newcastle. 

Wilmington. 

Dover. 

Millbrd. 

Brid/.'evillo. 
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ArAHVLAND, 


John  J'\  Bent,     - 
Kevcrdy  Johnson,    - 
John  W.  Crisfield, 
Augustus  AV.  Bradford, 
"William  T.  (jloldsborough, 
■J.  Dixon  Honian, 
Benjamin  C.  Howard.     - 


John  Tyler.  - 
William  C.  Elves, 
John  A\^.  Brockcnhrough, 
George  W.  Summers, 
James  A.  Seddon,    - 


Geoi'ge  Davis, 
Thomas  Ruffin, 
David  S.  licid,    - 
D.  M.  Barringer, 
J.  M.  Morehead, 


Samuel  Milligan,      - 
Josiah  M.  Anderson, 
Bobert  L.  Caruthers, 
Thomas  Martin, 
Isaac  E.  Ifawkins,  - 
A.  W.  O.  Totten, 
K.  J.  McKinney, 
Alvin  Cullom,     - 
William  P.  llickerson, 
George  W.  Jones, 
F.  K.  Zollicoffer,       - 
William  II.  Stephens, 


William  O.  Butler,  - 
James  B.  Clay,    - 
Joshua  F.  Bell, 
Charles  S.  Morehead, 
James  Guthrie, 
Charles  A.  Wickliffc, 


John  I).  Coalter, 
Alexander  W.  Doniphan, 
Waldo  P.  Johnson,  - 
Aylett  H.  Buckner, 
Harrison  Houch, 


VIRGINIA. 


NORTH    CAROLINA. 


TENNESSEE. 


KENTUCKY, 


MISSOURI. 


Jlilefttown. 

Baltimore. 

Princess  Ann. 

Govanstown. 

Cambridge. 

Hagerstown. 

Catonsville. 


Sherwood  Forest. 

Lexington. 
Kanawha  C.  H. 


Wilmington. 

Graham. 

Pleasantville. 

Ealeigh. 

Greensboro'. 


Greenville. 

Walnut  Valley. 

Ijcbanon. 

Pulaski. 

Huntington. 

Jackson. 

Knoxville. 

Livingston. 

Manchester. 

Fayettcville. 

Nashville. 

Jackson. 


Carroll  ton, 

Ashland. 

Danville. 

Louisville. 

Louisville. 

Bardstown. 


St.  Louis. 

Ijiberty. 

(38ceola. 

Bowling-Green. 

Charleston. 
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OHIO. 


Salmon  P.  Chase, 
William  S.  Groesbeck, 
Franklin  T.  Backus, 
Reuben  Hitchcock,  - 
Thomas  Ewing,  - 
V.  B.  Horton, 
C,  P.  Wolcott,     - 


Caleb  B.  vSmith, 
Pleasant  A.  Hackleman, 
Godlove  S.  Orth,      - 
E.  W.  H.  Ellis,   - 
Thomas  C.  Slaughter, 


John  AVood, 
Stephen  T.  Logan,  - 
John  M.  Palmer, 
Burton  C.  Cook, 
Thomas  J.  Turner, 


James  Harlan, 
James  W.  Grimes, 
Samuel  H.  Curtis, 
William  Vandover, 


Thomas  Ewing,  jr., 
J.  C.  Stone, 
H.  J.  Adams, 
11.  P.  Conway,    - 

11 


INDIANA. 


ILLINOIS. 


IOWA. 


KANSAS. 


Columbus. 

Cincinnati. 

Cleveland. 

Cleveland. 

Lancaster. 

Pomeroy. 

Akron. 


Indianapolis. 

Rushville. 

Lafayette. 

Goshen. 

Corydon. 


Quincy. 

Springfield. 

Carlinville. 

Ottowa.' 

Preeport. 


Mt.  Pleasant. 
Burlington. 
Keokuk. 
Pubuque. 


Leavenworth. 
Leavenworth. 
Leavenworth. 
Lawrence. 


APPENDIX. 


The  delegates  from  the  several  States  presented  the  following  as  the  resolutions  of  their 
raspective  Stntes,  to  be  considered  by  the  Convention;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
Made  part  of  the  journal  : 

TENNESSEE. 

RESOLUTIONS  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Rcsohed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  That  a  Convention  of  delegates 
from  all  the  slaveholding  States  should  assemble  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  or  such  other  place  as 
a  majority  of  the  States  co-operating  may  designate,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1861,  to  digest 
and  define  a  basis  upon  which,  if  possible,  the  Federal  Union  and  the  constitutional  rights  of 
tfae  slave  Stares  may  be  perpetuated  and  preserved. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  appoint  a  number  of  delegates 
te  said  Convention,  of  our  ablest  and  wisest  men,  equal  to  our  whole  delegation  in  Congress; 
and  that  tlie  Governor  of  Tennessee  immediately  furnish  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the 
Governors  of  the  slaveholding  States,  and  urge  the  participation  of  such  States  in  said  Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  such  plan  of  adjustment  should 
etmbrace  the  following  propositions  as  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  : 

1.  A  declaratory  amendment  that  African  slaves,  as  held  under  the  institutions  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  shall  be  recognized  as  property,  and  entitled  to  the  status  of  other  properly,  in 
tile  States  where  slavery  exists,  in  all  places  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Congress  in  the 
slave  States,  in  all  the  Territories  south  of  36°  30',  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  transit,  and 
whilst  temporarily  sojourning  with  the  owner  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  Territories 
north  of  36°  30',  and  when  fugitives  from  the  owner,  in  the  several  places  above  named,  as  well 
as  in  all  places  in  tlie  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Congress  in  the  non-slaveholding  States. 

2.  That  all  the  territory  now  owned,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  acquiredj  by  the  United  States 
south  of  the  parallel  of  36°  30',  African  slavery  shall  be  recognized  as  existing,  and  be  protected 
by  all  the  departments  of  the  Federal  and  Territorial  Governments,  and  in  all  north  of  that  line, 
BOW  owned,  or  to  be  acquired,  it  shall  not  be  recognized  as  existing;  and  whenever  States  formed 
eut  of  any  of  said  territory  south  of  said  line,  having  a  population  equal  to  that  of  a  congressional 
district,  shall  apply  for  admission  into  the  Union,  the  same  shall  be  admitted  as  slave  States, 
whilst  States  north  of  the  hne,  formed  out  of  said  territory,  and  having  a  population  equal  to  a 
congressional  district,  shall  be  admitted  without  slavery  ;  but  the  States  formed  out  of  said 
territory  north  and  south  having  been  admitted  as  members  of  the  Union,  shall  have  all  the 
lowers  over  the  institution  of  slavery  possessed  by  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

3.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  places  under  its  exclusive  jurisdiction, 
and  situate  within  the  limits  of  States  that  permit  the  holding  of  slaves. 

4.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  long 
as  it  exists  in  the  adjoining  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  or  either,  nor  without  the  consent 
of  the  inhabitants,  nor  without  just  compensation  made  to  such  owners  of  slaves  as  do  not 
consent  to  such  abolishment.  Nor  shall  Congress  at  any  time  prohibit  the  office-s  of  the  Federal 
Government,  or  membeis  of  Congress  whose  duties  require  them  to  be  in  said  District,  from 
Itoinging  witli  them  their  slaves,  and  holding  them  as  such,  during  the  time  their  duties  may 
require  them  to  remain  there,  and  afterwards  take  them  from  the  District. 

5.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to  prohibit  or  hinder  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  one 
State  to  another,  or  the  Territory  in  which  slaves  are  by  law  permitted  to  be  held,  whether  that 
transportation  be  by  land,  navigable  rivers,  or  by  seas. 

6.  In  addition  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  clause,  provide  that  w.hen  a  slave  has  been  demanded  of 
the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  to  which  he  has  fled,  if  he  is  not  delivered,  and  the  owner 
permitted  to  carry  him  out  of  the  State  in  peace,  the  State  so  failing  to  deliver  shall  pay  to  the 
owner  the  value  of  such  slave,  and  such  damages  as  he  may  have  sustained  in  attempting  to 
reclaim  his  slave,  and  secure  his  right  of  action  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  with 
execution  against  the  property  of  such  State  and  the  individuals  thereof. 

7.  No  future  amendment  of  the  Constitution  shall  affect  the  six  preceding  articles,  nor  the  third 
paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  nor -the  third  paragraph 
•f  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  no  amendments  shall  be 
made  to  the  Constitution  which  will  authorize  or  give  to  Congress  any  power  to  abolish  or  inter- 
fere with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  by  whose  laws  it  is,  or  may  be,  allowed  or  permitted. 
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8.  That  slave  property  shall  be  rendered  secure  in  transit  through,  or  whilst  temporarily 
sojoariiing  in,  noii-slaveholding  States  or  Territories,  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

9.  An  amendment  to  tlie  effect  that  all  fugitives  are  to  be  deemed  those  offending  the  lairs 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  and  who  escape  therefrom  to  other  States  ;  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  each  State  to  suppress  araaed  invasions  of  another  State. 

Resolvedr  That  said  Convention  of  the  slaveholding  States  having  agreed  upon  a  basis  ef 
adjustment  satisfactory  to  themselves,  should,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assemblv,  refer  it 
to  a  Convention  of  all  the  States,  slaveholding  and  non-sVaveholding,  in  the  manner  fbllowin"- : 

It  should  invite  all  States  friendly  to  such  plan  of  adjustment,  to  elect  delegates  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  reflect  the  popular  will,  to  assemble  in  a  Constitutional  Convention  of  all  the  States 

North  and  South,  to  be  held  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  on  the day  of  February,  1861,  te 

revise  and  perfect  such  plan  of  adjustment,  for  its  reference  for  final  ratification  and  adoptiton 
by  a  Convention  of  the  States  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  should  a  plan  of  adjustment,  satisfactory  to  the  South,  not  be  acceded  to  bv 
a  requisite  number  of  States  to  perfect  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly  that  the  slaveholding  States  should  adopt  for  them- 
selves the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  such  amendments  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  tlie 
slaveholding  States,  and  that  they  should  invite  into  the  Union  with  them  all  States  of  the  North 
which  are  willing  to  abide  such  ifmended  Constitution  and  frame  of  Government,  severing  at  once 
all  connections  with  States  refusing  such  reasonable  guarantees  to  ©ur  future  safety;  such  renewed 
conditions  of  Federal  Union  being  first  submitted  for  ratification  to  Conventions  of  all  the  Statse 
respectively. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  furnish  copies  of  these  resolutions 
immediately  to  the  Governors  of  the  non-slaveholding  St^ites. 


OHIO. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners  to  the  Convention  to  meet  in  Washington  on  the  4th  of  February, 
proximo.     Passed  January  30,  1861. 

Whereas,  The  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  has  appointed  five  Commissioners  to  meet  in  the 
city  of  Washington  on  the  4th  day  of  February  next,  with  similar  Commissioners  from  oilier 
States,  and  after  full  and  free  conference  to  agree,  if  practicable,  upon  some  adjustment  of  the 
unhappy  ditRculties  now  dividing  our  country,  which  may  be  alike  satisfactory  and  honorable  to 
the  States  concerned  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolvtd  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  That  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  five 
Commissioners  to  represent  the  State  of  Ohio  in  said  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  while  v/e  are  not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  terms  of  settlement  proposed  by 
Virginia,  and  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  it  is,  if  fairly  int-er- 
preted  and  obeyed  by  all  sections  of  our  country,  contains  ample  provisions  within  itself  for  tlie 
correction  of  all  evils  complained  of,  yet  a  disposition  to  reciprocate  the  patriotic  spirit  of  a  sister 
State,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  have  harmoniously  adjusted  all  differences  between  us,  induce  us  to 
favor  the  appointment  of  the  Commission  as  requested. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  without  delay  a  copy  of  these  resoluHous 
to  each  of  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  the  end  that  they  may  repair  to  tlie 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  day  hereinbefore  named,  to  meet  such  Commissioners  as  may  be 
appointed  by  any  of  the  States  in  accordance  with  the  aforesaid  propositions  of  Virginia. 

r.-zjlz^d,  Tb?*'  in  <'""  r'-iiion  ?f  t^'"  Ge'^f""'!  AsspitihW,  i»  tril'  he  wiao  or^rj  ^Tr,^,i;orit  *o 
adjourn  the  proposed  Convention  to  a  later  day,  and  that  the  Commissioncre  to  be  appointed  ais 
aforesaid,  are  requested  to  use  their  influence  in  procuring  an  adjournment  to  llie  4th  day  of 
April  next. 

KENTUCKY. 

RESOLUTIONS  appointing  Commissioners  to  attend  a  Conference  at  Washington  City,  Feb- 
ruary 4th,  in  accordance  with  the  invitation  of  tlie  Virginia  Legislature. 

Whereas,  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  with  a  view  to  make  an  effort  to  preserve  tlie 
Union  and  the  Constitution  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  established  by  the  fathers  of  the 
Republic,  have,  by  resolution,  invited  all  the  States  who  are  willing  to  unite  with  her  in  an 
earnest  effort  to  adjust  the  present  unhappy  controversies,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  on 
the  4th  of  B'ebruary  next,  to  consider,  andif  practicable,  agree  upon  some  ssitable  ndjustmen* — 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  accept  the  invitation  of  our  Old  Mother  Virginia,  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing six  Commissioners,  viz:  Wm.  O.  Butler,  Jas.  B.  Clay,  Joshua  F.  Bell,  C.  S.  Morehead, 
Jas.  Guthrie,  and  Chas.  A.  Wickliffe,  be  appointed  to  represent  the  State  of  Kentucky  in  the 
contemplated  Convention,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  repair  to  the  city  of  Washington,  ou  the  day 
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designated,  to  meet  such  Commissioners  as  may  bo  appointed  by  any  of  the  States  in  accordanca 
•with  tlie  foregoing  invitation. 

Resolved,  i'hat  if  said  Commissioners  ?hall  agree  upon  any  plan  of  adjustment  requiring 
ainendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  they  be  reciuested  to  communicate  the  proposed  nmend- 
ments  to  Conf;ress,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  submitted  by  that  body,  according  to  th« 
forms  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  several  States  for  ratification. 

Resolved,  That  if  said  Commissioners  cannot  agree  in  an  adjustment,  or  if  agreeing,  Congreaa 
•ball  refuse  to  submit  ibr  ratification  such  amendments  as  they  may  propose,  the  Commissioners 
of  this  State  shall  immediately  communicate  the  result  to  the  Executive  of  this  Commonwealth, 
to  be  by  him  laid  before  this  General  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  the  propositions 
embraced  in  the  resolations  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  Hon.  John  J, 
Crittenden,  so  construed  that  the  first  article  proposed  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  shall  apply  to  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now  held  or  hereafter 
acquired  south  of  latitude  36  deg.  and  30  min.,  and  provide  that  slavery  of  the  African  race  shall 
be  effectually  protected  as  property  herein  during  the  continuance  of  the  Territorial  Government; 
and  the  fourth  article  shall  secure  to  the  owners  of  slaves  the  right  of  transit  with  their  slaved 
between  and  through  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  Territories,  constitute  the  basis  of  such  an 
adjustment  of  the  unhappy  controversy  which  now  divides  the. States  of  this  Confederacy,  as 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  communicate  information  of 
fhe  foregoing  appointment  to  the  Commissioners  above  named,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable, 
and  that  he  also  communicate  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Executives  of  the  respeo- 
tive  States. 


INDIANA. 

A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  Governor  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  those 
sent  by  other  States  in  Convention  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Whereas,  The  State  of  Virginia  has  transmitted  to  this  State  resolutions  adopted  by  her 
General  Assembly,  inviting  all  such  States  as  are  willing  to  unite  with  her  in  an  earnest  effort  to 
adjust  the  unhappy  controversies,  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  Constitution  was  originally  formed,  to 
send  Commissioners  to  meet  those  appointed  by  that  State  in  Convention,  to  be  held  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next,  to  consider,  and  if  possible,  to  agree  upon 
some  suitable  adjustment : 

And  whereas,  some  of  the  States  to  which  invitations  were  extended  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
have  already  responded  and  appointed  their  Commissioners:  therefore. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  That  we  accept  the  invitation  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  true  spirit  of  fraternal  feeling,  and  that  the  Governor  of  the  Stat* 
is  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  appoint  five  Commissioners  to  meet  the  CommissionCTs 
appointed  by  our  sister  States,  to  consult  upon  the  unhappy  differences  now  dividing  the  country; 
but  the  said  Commissioners  shall  take  no  action  that  will  commit  this  State  until  nineteen  of  th« 
States  are  represented,  nor  without  first  having  communicated  with  this  General  Assembly  in 
regard  to  such  action,  and  having  received  the  authority  of  the  same  so  to  commit  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  are  not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  terms  of  settlement  proposed  by  th« 
State  ol^  Virginia,  and  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  Constitution,  if  fairly  interpreted  and  obeyed, 
contains  ample  provision  within  itself  for  the  correction  of  the  evils  complained  of;  still,  with  a 
f};-.-^-;t-Vv,  *-^_  ^,p:.~-.,„,t-^  ♦!,-,  .-,of-T-iotii?  r'i-'-ir';>  r\f  tV>o  Pta**;  of  Vi-jririJu.  prid  to  birvp  h=)r"T^i''ouslT 
adjusted  all  differences  existing  between  the  States  of  the  Union,  this  General  Assembly  is 
induced  to  respond  to  the  invitation  of  Virginia,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners  here- 
in provided  for;  but  as  the  time  fixed  for  the  Convention  to  assemble  is  so  near  at  hand  that  the 
States  cannot  all  be  represented,  it  is  expected  that  the  Commissioners  on  behalf  of  this  State 
•will  insist  that  the  Convention  adjourn  until  such  time  as  the  States  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  being  represented. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  these  resoln- 
iions  to  the  Executives  of  each  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 


DELAWAEE. 

K)INT  RESOLUTIONS  appointing  Commissioners. 

Whereas,  The  State  of  Virginia  has  recommended  the  holding  of  a  Convention  of  Delegates 
from  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the  4th  day  of  February  next, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  and  perfecting  some  plan  of  adjusting  the  matters 
of  controversy  now  so  unhappily  subsisting  in  the  family  of  States,  and  has  ap'pointed  five  Com- 
missioners  to  represent  the  people  of  that  Commonwealth  in  said  Convention  ;  and 
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Whereas,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Delaware  regard  the  preservation  of  the  Union  as  para- 
mount to  any  political  consideration,  and  are  fixed  in  their  determination  that  Delaware,  tlie  first 
to  adopt  the  Federal  Constitution,  will  be  the  last  to  do  any  act  tending  to  destroy  the  integrity 
sf  the  Union;  therefore,  ° 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Delaware  in  General 
Assembly  met.  That  the  Hon.  George  B.  Rodney,  Daniel  M.  Bates,  Esq.,  Dr.  Henry  Ri(l"-lev 
Hon.  John  W.  Houston,  and  William  Cannon,  Esq.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Com- 
missioners, on  behalf  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  represent  the  pe^iple  of  said  State  in  the  Con- 
Tention  to  be  held  at  Washington,  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  the  people  of  Delaware  are  thor- 
oughly devoted  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
foregoing  resolution  are  expected  to  emulate  the  example  set  by  the  immortal  patriots  who 
framed  the  Federal  Constitution,  by  sacrificing  all  minor  considerations  upon  the  altar  of  the 
Union. 

Resolved  further,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the 
dbove  preamble  and  resolutions  to  each  of  the  Commissioners  herein  and  hereby  appointed,  duly 
ittested  under  the  great  seal  of  the  State. 

Resolved  further,  That  immediately  upon  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resoln- 
tions,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  copy 
Uiereof,  certified  by  him;  and  when  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  have  received" said  copv  so  cer- 
tified, it  shall  be  evidence  that  said  preamble  and  resolutions  were  duly  adopted  by  this  General 
Assembly. 


ILLINOIS. 

Whereas,  Resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia  have  been  communicated  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State,  proposing  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  by  the  several  States  to 
meet  in  convention,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  It6l,  at  Washington. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  the  House  of  Representatives  concurring  herein.  That  with  the  earnest 
desire  for  the  return  of  harmony  and  kind  relations  among  all  our  sister  States,  and  out  of  respect 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  appoint  five  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  confer  and  consult  with  the  Commissioners  of 
other  States  who  shall  meet  at  Washington:  Provided,  That  said  Commissioners  shall  at  all 
times  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  response  to  the 
invitation  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  is  not  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  this  State  that 
any  amendment  of  the  Federal  Constitution  is  requisite  to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  States  adequate  guarantees  for  the  security  of  their  rights,  nor  an  approval  of  the  basis  of 
settlement  of  our  difficulties  proposed  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  but  it  is  an  expression  of  our 
willingness  to  unite  with  the  State  of  Virginia  in  an  earnest  effort  to  adjust  the  present  unhappy 
controversies  in  the  spirit  in  which  the  Constitution  was  originally  formed,  and  consistently  with 
its  principles. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  are  willing  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  in  convention  with  those 
of  other  States  for  consultation  upon  matters  Avhich  at  presennt  distract  our  harmony  as  a 
nation,  we  also  insist  that  the  appropriate  and  constitutional  method  of  considering  and  acting 
upon  the  grievances  complained  of  by  our  sister  States,  would  be  by  the  call  of  a  convention  for 
tlie  amendment  of  the  Constitution  in  the  manner  contemplated  by  the  fifth  article  of  that  instiu- 
ment ;  and  if  the  States  deeming  themselves  aggrieved,  shall  request  Congress  to  call  such  conven- 
tion, the  Legislature  of  Illinois  will  and  does  concur  in  such  call. 


NEW  JEESEY. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  in  relation  to  the  Union  of  the  States. 

Whereas,  The  people  of  New  Jersey,  conforming  to  the  opinion  of  "the  Father  of  his  Conn- 
try,"  consider  the  unity  of  the  government,  which  constitutes  the  people  of  the  United  States 
one  people,  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  their  independence,  the  support  of  their  tranquility  at 
home  and  peace  abroad,  of  their  prosperity,  and  of  that  liberty  whicli  they  so  highly  prize;  and 
properly  estimating  the  immense  value  of  their  National  Union  to  their  individual  happiness, 
they  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable  attachment  to  it  as  the  palladium  of  their  poUt- 
ical  safety  and  prosperity;  therefore, 

1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  That  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  good  citizen,  in  all  suitable  and  proper  ways,  to  stand  by  and  sustain  the  Union  of 
tiie  States  as  transmitted  to  us  by  our  fathers. 

2.  And  be  it  resolved,  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  a  national  government,  and 
the  Union  it  was  designed  to  perfect  is  not  a  mere  compact  or  league;  and  that  the  Constitutioa 
was  adopted  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  compromise  and  concession  by  the  people  of  the  United  Statej, 
oad  can  only  be  preserved  by  the  constant  recognition  of  that  spirit. 
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3.  Ami  be  it  reanlvcd,  ITiab  however  undoubted  may  be  the  right  of  the  general  governmerft 
to  maintain  its  authority  and  eutbrce  its  hiws  over  all  parts  of  the  couutry,  it  is  equally  curfciin 
that  forbearance  and  compromise  are  indispensable  at  tliis  crisis  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union, 
and  that  it  is  the  dictate  of  reason,  wisdom,  and  patriotism  peacefully  to  adjust  whatever  differ- 
ences exist  between  the  different  sections  of  the  co\mtry. 

4.  And  be  it  resolved,  That  the  resolutions  and  propositions  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  by  the  Hon.  John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  for  the  compromise  of  the  questions 
in  dispute  between  the  people  of  the  Northern  and  of  the  Southern  States,  or  any  other  ooustitu- 
tional  method  tliat  will  permanently  settle  the  question  of  slavery,  will  be  acceptable  to  the  people 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  from  New  Jersey 
be  requested  and  earnestly  urged  to  support  those  resolutions  and  propositions. 

5.  And  be  it  resolved,  That  as  the  Union  of  the  States  is  in  imminent  danger  unless  the  reme- 
dies beibre  suggested  be  speedily  adopted,  then,  as  a  last  resort,  the  State  of  New  Jersey  hereby 
makes  application,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  call  a  convention  (of  the  States)  to  propose  amendments  to  said  Constitution 

6.  And  be  it  resolved,  That  such  of  the  States  as  have  in  force  laws  which  interfere  with  the 
constitutional  rights  of  citizens  of  the  other  States,  either  in  regard  to  their  persons  or  property, 
or  which  militate  against  the  just  construction  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  that  provides  tliat 
"  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States,"  are  earnestly  urged  and  requested,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  the  Union,  to 
repeal  all  such  laws. 

7.  And  be  it  resolved.  That  His  Excellency,  Charles  S.  Olden,  Peter  D.  Vroom^  Robert  F. 
Stockton,  Benjamin  Williamson,  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  Frederick  T.  Freliaghuysen,  Rodman  M. 
Price,  William  C.  Alexander,  and  Thomas  J.  Stryker,  be  appointed  commissioners  to  confer 
with  Congress  and  our  sister  States,  and  urge  upon  them  the  importance  of  carrying  into  effigct 
the  principles  and  objects  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

8.  And  be  it  resolved.  That  the  commissioners  above  named,  in  addition  to  their  other  powfeEg, 
be  authorized  to  meet  with  those  now  or  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  our  gister  State  of  Virginia, 
and  such  commissioners  of  other  States  as  have  been,  or  may  be  hereafter  appointed,  tio  meet  at 
Washington  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  next. 

9.  And  be  it  resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  from  New  Jersey,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States. 


NEW  YOKK. 

CONCURRENT  RE^S'OLUTIONS  appointing  commissioners  from  this  State  to  meet  commie- 
sioners  from  other  States  at  Washington,  on  invitation  of  Virginia. 

Whereas,  The  State  of  Virginia,  by  resolutions  of  her  General  Assembly,  passed  the  19th 
instant,  has  invited  such  of  the  slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding  States  as  are  willing  to  unite 
with  her  to  meet  at  Washington  on  the  4th  of  February  next,  to  consider,  and,  if  practicable, 
agree  on  some  suitable  adjustment  of  our  national  difficulties  ;  and  whereas,  the  people  of  New 
York,  while  they  hold  the  opinion  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  is,  contains  aill 
needful  guarantees  for  the  rights  of  the  States,  are,  nevertheless,  ready  at  all  times  to  confer 
with  their  brethren  upon  all  alleged  grievances,  and  to  do  all  that  can  justly  be  requited  of  them 
to  allav  discontent :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  David  Dudley  Field,  Wm.  Curtis  Noyes,  James  S.  Wadsworth,  Jag.  C.  Smith, 

AlliajHttU  ^.  <u.Uit.j,  A-iLO^^Uo  ^^'""Ji,  ^--"-^■^'-   or--   -..v--,     -..^^..   ^     _    <      .  v- ,  -  ^'^    - 

Governor  John  A.  King,  and  Major  General  John  E.  Wool,  be,  and  are  hereby,  appointed  com- 
missioners, on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  meet  Commissioners  from  other  States  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington on  the  4th  day  of  February  next,  or  so  soon  thereafter  as  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed 
by  a  majority  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  to  confer  with  them  upon  the  complaints  of  any  part 
of  the  country,  and  to  suggest  such  remedies  therefor  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit  and  proper  ;  but 
the  said  Commissioners  shall,  at  all  times,  be  subject  to  the  control  of  this  Legislature,  and  shall 
cast  five  votes,  to  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  their  number. 

Resolved,  That  in  thus  acceding  to  the  request  of  Virginia,  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  this 
Legislature  approve  of  the  propositions  submitted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  or  con- 
cedes the  propriety  of  their  adoption  by  the  proposed  Convention.  But  while  adhering  to  the 
position  she  has  heretofore  occupied.  New  York  will  not  reject  an  invitation  to  a  conference, 
which,  by  bringing  together  the  men  of  both  sections,  holds  out  the  possibility  of  an  honorable 
settlement  of  our  national  difficulties,  and  the  restoration  of  peace  and  harmony  to  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  and  also  to  the  President  of  the  United  State^  and  to  in- 
form the  Commissioners  without  delay  of  their  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  U-ansmitted  to  the  honorable  the  Senate,  with  a 
Bequest  that  they  concur  therein. 
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PENXSYLYANIA. 

RESOLUTIONS  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  a  Convention  of  the  States. 

Whereas,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia  has  invited  a  meeting  of  Commissioners 
from  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  4th  day  of 
Fobruary  next,  to  consider,  and  if  practicable,  agree  upon  some  suitable  adjustment  of  the 
unhappy  differences  which  now  disturb  the  business  of  the  country  and  threaten  the  dissolution 
of  this  Union  : 

And  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  no  reasonable  cause  exists  for  this  extra- 
ordinary excitement  which  now  pervades  some  of  the  States,  in  relation  to  their  domestic  institu- 
tions, and  while  Pennsylvania  still  adheres  to,  and  cannot  surrender  the  principles  which  siie  has 
always  entertained  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  this  Legislature  is  willing  to  accept  the  invitation 
of  Virginia,  and  unite  with  her  in  an  earnest  effort  to  restore  the  peace  of  the  country,  by  such 
means  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  principles  upon  which  the  Constitution  is  founded  ;  there- 
fore, 

Resolved  htj  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Cowmonwealth  of  Pevnsylvavia  in 
General  Asssemblij  iwt,  That  the  invitation  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  her  sister  States, 
for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  fourth  of 
February  next,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  accepted  ;  and  that  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  seven  Commissioners  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  repair  to  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  day  designated,  to  meet  such  Commissioners 
as  may  be  appointed  by  any  other  States,  which  have  not  authorized  or  sanctioned  the  seizure 
of  the  forts,  arsenals,  or  other  property  of  the  United  States,  to  consider,  and  if  possible,  to 
agree  upon  suitable  measures  fur  the  prompt  and  final  settlement  of  the  difficulties  which  now 
exist  :  Provided,  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  subject,  in  all  their  proceedings,  to  tha 
instructions  of  this  Legislature. 

Resolved,  Thut  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  desire 
any  altcr;ition  or  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  any  recommendation 
from  this  body  to  that  effect,  while  it  does  not  come  within  its  appropriate  and  legitimate  duties, 
would  not  meet  with  their  approval  ;  that  Pennsylvania  will  cordially  unite  with  the  other  States 
of  the  Union  in  the  adoption  of  any  proper'  constitutional  measures  adequate  to  guarantee  and 
secure  a  more  strict  and  faithful  observance  of  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  tha 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  provides,  among  other  things,  that  "the  citizens  of 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States," 
and  that  no  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the  law  thereof,  escaping  into 
another,  shall  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  op 
labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  the  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  maj 
be  due. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

RESOLVE  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  attend  a  Convention  to  be  lield  in  t!ie  city 

of  Washington. 

Whereas,  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  is  desirous  of  a  full  and  free  conference  with 
the  General  Government,  and  with  any  or  all  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  at  any  time,  and 
on  every  occasion,  when  such  conference  may  promote  the  welfare  of  the  country  ;  and  wlieieas, 
questions  of  grave  moment  have  arisen  touching  the  powers  of  the  Government  and  the  relations 
between  the  different  States  of  the  Union  ;  and  whereas,  the  State  of  Virginia  has  expressed  a 
desire  to  meet  her  sister  States  in  Convention  at  Washington  :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  council,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  to  appoint  seven  persons  as  Commissioners,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington  to  confer  with  the  General  Government,  or  with  the  separate  States,  OB 
with  any  association  of  delegates  from  such  States,  and  to  report  their  doings  to  the  Legislature 
at  its  present  session  ;  it  being  expressly  declared  that  their  acts  shall  bo  at  all  times  under  tha 
control,  and  subject  to  the  approval  or  rejection,  of  the  Legislature. 


EHODE  ISLAND. 

Whereas,  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  on  the  19th  day  of 
January  inst.,  adopted  resolutions  inviting  the  sister  States  of  this  Union  to  appoint  Commis- 
Bioners  to  meet  on  the  4th  day  of  February  next  in  the  city  of  Washington,  to  consider  the  prao- 
ticability  of  agreeing  on  terms  of  adjustment  of  our  present  national  troubles  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  appoint  five  Commissioners, 
on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  meet  such  Commissioners  as  may  bo  appointed  by  other  Slates,  in 
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the  city  of  Washington  on  the  4th  day  of  February  next,  to  con|jider,  and,  if  practicable,  agree 
upon  some  amicable  adjustment  of  the  present  unhappy  national  difficulties,  upon  the  baais  and 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


MISSOURI. 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  to  appoint  pommissionera. 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate  concurring  thereim^  That  Waldo  P.  John- 
son, Jtjlin  D.  CoaUcP;  A.  W.  Doniphan,  Harrison  Hougli,  and  A.  H.  Buckner,  be  appointed  Com- 
missioners, on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  meet  Commissioners  from  Virginia,  and  other 
States,  in  Convention  at  Washington  city  on  the  4th  of  February,  IbGl,  to  endeavor  to  agree 
upon  some  plan  of  adjustment  of  existing  difficulties,  so  as  to  preserve  or  to  reconstruct  the 
Union  of  these  States,  and  to  secure  the  honor  and  equal  rights  of  the  slaveholding  State*. 
Said  Commissioners  shall  always  be  under  the  control  of  the  General  Assembly,  except  when 
the  State  Convention  shall  be  in  session,  during  which  time  they  shall  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Convention. 
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